
Sec. 7-148. Scope of municipal powers. (a) Definitions. Whenever used in this section,
"municipality" means any town, city or borough, consolidated town and city or
consolidated town and borough.

(b) Ordinances. Powers granted to any municipality under the general statutes or by
any charter or special act, unless the charter or special act provides to the contrary, shall
be exercised by ordinance when the exercise of such powers has the effect of:

(1) Establishing rules or regulations of general municipal application, the violation of
which may result in the imposition of a fine or other penalty including community service
for not more than twenty hours; or

(2) Creating a permanent local law of general applicability.

(c) Powers. Any municipality shall have the power to do any of the following, in
addition to all powers granted to municipalities under the Constitution and general
statutes:

(1) Corporate powers. (A) Contract and be contracted with, sue and be sued, and
institute, prosecute, maintain and defend any action or proceeding in any court of
competent jurisdiction;

(B) Provide for the authentication, execution and delivery of deeds, contracts, grants,
and releases of municipal property and for the issuance of evidences of indebtedness of
the municipality;

(2) Finances and appropriations. (A) Establish and maintain a budget system;

(B) Assess, levy and collect taxes for general or special purposes on all property,
subjects or objects which may be lawfully taxed, and regulate the mode of assessment
and collection of taxes and assessments not otherwise provided for, including
establishment of a procedure for the withholding of approval of building application
when taxes or water or sewer rates, charges or assessments imposed by the municipality
are delinquent for the property for which an application was made;

(C) Make appropriations for the support of the municipality and pay its debts;

(D) Make appropriations for the purpose of meeting a public emergency threatening
the lives, health or property of citizens, provided such appropriations shall require a
favorable vote of at least two-thirds of the entire membership of the legislative body or,
when the legislative body is the town meeting, at least two-thirds of those present and
voting;

(E) Make appropriations to military organizations, hospitals, health care facilities,
public health nursing organizations, nonprofit museums and libraries, organizations
providing drug abuse and dependency programs and any other private organization



performing a public function;

(F) Provide for the manner in which contracts involving unusual expenditures shall be
made;

(G) When not specifically prescribed by general statute or by charter, prescribe the
form of proceedings and mode of assessing benefits and appraising damages in taking
land for public use, or in making public improvements to be paid for, in whole or in part,
by special assessments, and prescribe the manner in which all benefits assessed shall be
collected;

(H) Provide for the bonding of municipal officials or employees by requiring the
furnishing of such bond, conditioned upon honesty or faithful performance of duty and
determine the amount, form, and sufficiency of the sureties thereof;

(I) Regulate the method of borrowing money for any purpose for which taxes may be
levied and borrow on the faith and credit of the municipality for such general or special
purposes and to such extent as is authorized by general statute;

(J) Provide for the temporary borrowing of money;

(K) Create a sinking fund or funds or a trust fund or funds or other special funds,
including funds which do not lapse at the end of the municipal fiscal year;

(L) Provide for the assignment of municipal tax liens on real property to the extent
authorized by general statute;

(3) Property. (A) Take or acquire by gift, purchase, grant, including any grant from
the United States or the state, bequest or devise and hold, condemn, lease, sell, manage,
transfer, release and convey such real and personal property or interest therein absolutely
or in trust as the purposes of the municipality or any public use or purpose, including that
of education, art, ornament, health, charity or amusement, cemeteries, parks or gardens,
or the erection or maintenance of statues, monuments, buildings or other structures,
require. Any lease of real or personal property or any interest therein, either as lessee or
lessor, may be for such term or any extensions thereof and upon such other terms and
conditions as have been approved by the municipality, including without limitation the
power to bind itself to appropriate funds as necessary to meet rent and other obligations
as provided in any such lease;

(B) Provide for the proper administration of gifts, grants, bequests and devises and
meet such terms or conditions as are prescribed by the grantor or donor and accepted by
the municipality;

(4) Public services. (A) Provide for police protection, regulate and prescribe the
duties of the persons providing police protection with respect to criminal matters within
the limits of the municipality and maintain and regulate a suitable place of detention



within the limits of the municipality for the safekeeping of all persons arrested and
awaiting trial and do all other things necessary or desirable for the policing of the
municipality;


