
Sec. 22a-250. (Formerly Sec. 22a-87). Littering or dumping prohibited. Orders. 

Procedures. Penalties. (a) No person shall throw, scatter, spill or place or cause to be blown, 

scattered, spilled, thrown or placed, or otherwise dispose of any litter (1) upon any public 

property in the state, (2) upon any public land in the state, (3) upon any private property in this 

state not owned by such person, or (4) in the waters of this state, including, but not limited to, 

any public highway, public park, beach, campground, forest land, recreational area, mobile 

manufactured home park, highway, road, street or alley except: (A) When such property is 

designated by the state or any political subdivision thereof for the disposal of garbage and 

refuse, and such person is authorized to use such property for such purpose; or (B) into a litter 

receptacle in such a manner that the litter will be prevented from being carried away or 

deposited by the elements upon any part of said private or public property or waters. For the 

purposes of this subsection, "public land" means a state park, state forest or municipal park or 

any other publicly-owned land that is open to the public for active or passive recreation. 

 

      (b) (1) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (a) of this section shall be fined 

not more than one hundred ninety-nine dollars. One-half of any fine collected pursuant to this 

subsection shall be payable to the state and one-half of such fine shall be payable to the 

municipality in which the arrest was made unless the arrest was made by a conservation officer, 

special conservation officer or patrolman appointed by the Commissioner of Environmental 

Protection under authority of section 26-5, in which case one-half of such fine shall be payable 

to the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 

      (2) Whenever any person is convicted of a violation of subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of 

this section, the court shall, in addition to imposing the fine authorized by subdivision (1) of this 

subsection, impose a surcharge in an amount equal to fifty per cent of such fine. Any such 

surcharge collected pursuant to this subdivision shall be payable to the municipality in which the 

arrest was made unless the arrest was made by a conservation officer, special conservation 

officer or patrolman appointed by the Commissioner of Environmental Protection under authority 

of section 26-5, in which case such surcharge shall be payable to the Department of 

Environmental Protection. 

 

      (3) When any such material or substances are thrown, blown, scattered or spilled from a 

vehicle, the operator thereof shall be deemed prima facie to have committed such offense. 

 

      (c) No person shall dump, as defined in subdivision (12) of section 22a-248, any material 

upon any public property in the state or upon private property in this state not owned by such 

person except when (1) such property is designated by the state or any political subdivision 

thereof for dumping or such property is a licensed facility for such purpose, and (2) such person 

is authorized to use such property. It shall not be a defense under this subsection that the 

dumping occurred with the permission of the property owner. The commissioner or the 

municipality in which such dumping occurs may, upon complaint or on their own initiative, 

investigate any violation of this subsection. 

 

      (d) No person shall dump, as defined in this subsection, any material upon any public 

property in the state or upon private property in this state not owned by such person except 

when (1) such property is designated by the state or any political subdivision thereof for 

dumping or such property is a licensed facility for such purpose, and (2) such person is 



authorized to use such property. The commissioner or the municipality in which such dumping 

occurs may, upon complaint or on their own initiative, investigate any violation of this 

subsection. It shall not be a defense under this subsection that the dumping occurred with the 

permission of the property owner. As used in this subsection "dump" means to discard 

automobiles or automobile parts, large appliances, tires, bulky waste, hazardous waste, as 

defined in section 22a-115, or any other similar material. 

 

      (e) If the commissioner, after investigation, finds that there has been a violation of 

subsection (c) or (d) of this section, he may issue an order pursuant to section 22a-225 to 

remove material dumped in violation of said subsection (c) or (d) to a solid waste facility 

approved by the commissioner. 

 

      (f) (1) If the chief elected official of a municipality, after investigation, finds that there has 

been a violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section, he may send a notice to the owner of the 

property where such violation has occurred by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 

address of record for property tax purposes. Such notice shall include (A) a reference to the 

statute alleged to have been violated; (B) a short and plain statement of the matter asserted or 

charged; (C) a demand that such property owner remove any material dumped in violation of 

subsection (c) or (d) of this section to a solid waste facility approved by the commissioner; and 

(D) a statement that such property owner has the right to a hearing to contest the chief elected 

official's finding and the date, time and place for the hearing. Such hearing shall be fixed for a 

date not later than ten days after the notice is mailed. The hearing shall be completed within 

fifteen days after such hearing commences and a decision shall be rendered within ten days of 

the completion of such hearing. 

 

      (2) The chief elected official or his designee shall hold a hearing upon the alleged violation 

unless such property owner fails to appear at the hearing. If such property owner fails to appear 

at the hearing or if, after the hearing, the chief elected official or his designee finds that material 

has been dumped on such owner's property in violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section 

and such property owner has not removed such material to a solid waste facility approved by 

the commissioner, the official may order that such property owner within thirty days remove 

such material to a solid waste facility approved by the commissioner. The official shall send a 

copy of any order issued pursuant to this subdivision by certified mail, return receipt requested, 

to such property owner. The person may appeal from an order of the chief elected official of a 

municipality under this subdivision in accordance with the provisions of section 8-8. 

 

      (3) If the owner fails to remove such material within thirty days from the date of the order 

issued by the chief elected official under subdivision (2) of this subsection, and no appeal of 

such order has been taken in accordance with section 8-8, the municipality may enter such 

property and remove such material to a solid waste facility approved by the commissioner. 

 

      (4) The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any corporation subject to taxation 

under chapter 210. 

 

      (g) No property owner shall be ordered to remove dumped material by the commissioner or 

the chief elected official of a municipality pursuant to subsection (e) or (f) of this section unless 

(1) the commissioner or the chief elected official, as the case may be, finds that the property 



owner has dumped such material, or knowingly allowed another person to dump such material, 

in violation of subsection (c) or (d) of this section or (2) the commissioner or the chief elected 

official, as the case may be, has determined that there is no reasonable opportunity to compel 

the responsible party to remove the material or pay the costs of such removal. 

 

      (h) Any person who violates subsection (c) or (d) of this section shall be liable for a civil 

penalty of not less than one thousand dollars, nor more than ten thousand dollars for each day 

such violation continues. The Superior Court, in an action brought by the municipality or by the 

Attorney General on the request of the commissioner, shall have jurisdiction to issue an order to 

such person directing the removal of the material to a solid waste facility approved by the 

commissioner. If the court finds that the violation was wilful, it may impose a civil penalty 

equivalent to three times the cost of remediation of the violation in addition to other applicable 

civil penalties. The court may also order that a violator shall pay restitution to a landowner which 

the court finds has suffered damages as a result of the violation. All such actions shall have 

precedence in the order of trial as provided in section 52-191. Any such action by the Attorney 

General shall be brought in the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford. Any vehicle 

used by any person in violation of subsection (d) may be forfeited in accordance with section 

22a-250a. 


