
741 Colonel Ledyard Highway
Ledyard, CT  06339

http://www.ledyardct.org

Chairman S. Naomi 
Rodriguez

TOWN OF LEDYARD
CONNECTICUT

Administration Committee

~ AMENDED AGENDA ~

Regular Meeting

Town Hall Annex- Hybrid Format5:30 PMWednesday, December 11, 2024

In -Person: Council Chambers, Town Hall Annex Building

Remote Participation: Information Noted Below:

Join Zoom Meeting from your Computer, Smart Phone or Tablet:

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82917379065?pwd=3MTIg93V9Hd8LMIqsbJem5veCUPLdc.1 
Or by Audio Only: Telephone:  +1 646 558 8656; Meeting ID: 829 1737 9065; Passcode: 
390449

I CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. RESIDENTS & PROPERTY OWNERS COMMENTS

IV. PRESENTATIONS / INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION to approve the Administration Committee Regular Meeting Minutes of 
November 13, 2024

ADMIN-MIN-2024-11-13Attachments:

VI. OLD BUSINESS

1. Discussion and possible action to create an Ethics Commission for the Town of 
Ledyard.
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https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4699
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0e12556b-29b6-4ed2-879c-244d68b1c432.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4027


Administration Committee ~ AMENDED AGENDA ~ December 11, 2024

DRAFT_AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TOWN OF 
LEDYARD CODE OF ETHICS AND ETHICS COMMISSION
Town Charter-Investigation-Conflict of Interest
Fraud Policy - Adopted-2014-05-28
Acknowledgement Form-Code of Ethics-DRAFT.docx
ACC Municipal Ethics - Minimum Provisions (2019).docx
Representative France-Code of Ethics E-mail 2019-03-04.pdf
CGS - CHAPTER 10-ETHICS PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.docx
House of Representatives HB 6502 Ethics Reform 2008-07-09.pdf
Ethics Commission- Fothergill-dmail-2024-09-13
Ethics Commission- Franzone emaill-2024-09-13
Ethics Commission- Lyons-emaill-2024-09-13
Ethics Commission- Wilkinson-emaill-2024-09-13
Ethics Commission-Samos-email-2024-09-24
Ethics Commisison - Wilkinson-email-2024-11-18
Ethics Commission-Edwards email-2024-12-07
EThis Commission-Porazzi-email-2024-12-11

Attachments:

2. Discussion and possible action to draft an Ordinance regarding the raising of 
Unofficial-Third-Party Flags on Town Property.

OLR Report unofficial flags 5-7-24
Attorney Memo--Memo Re Flag Flying-2024-09-09
Third Party Flags-Healty ltr-2024-09-11

Attachments:

3. Any other Old Business proper to come before the Committee

VII. NEW BUSINESS

1. MOTION to reappoint the following as Regular Members of the Retirement Board for a 
three (3) year term ending January 20, 2025: 

· Mr. John Rodolico ( R) 40 Long Pond Road, Ledyard 
· Mr. Roger Codding ( R) 13 Hemlock Circle, Gales Ferry.

Re Appointment Endorsement-Retirement Board-RTC-2024-11-4Attachments:

2. MOTION to appoint Ms. Carol Schneider, (D) 101 Inchcliffe Drive, Gales Ferry,  to the 
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission as a Regular Member to complete a 
three (3) term June 28, 2026 to fill a vacancy left by Ms. Sokolski.

Appointment-Parks-Recretion-Senior Citizens - move Alternat 
Schneider to Regular Member-email-2024-11-30
Resignation-Sokolski-Parks-Recreation & Senior Citizens 
ltr-2024-10-22
PARKS-REC & SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSION-2024-10-24

Attachments:

3. MOTION to appoint Ms. Stephanie Bacon (D) 6 Patricia Court, Gales Ferry, to  the 
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission, as an Alternate Member, to complete 
a three (3) year term June 28, 2025 to fill a vacancy left by Ms. Schneider.
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https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=19a16e39-9e5d-4a49-a0d1-62ef7d63bfa8.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=82a55bd5-6ce9-4532-ae2f-136ead7340cf.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2185c31b-369f-4656-960a-27ac5137cebd.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=ce3800f4-4cf7-446f-a0fb-f38e50b3aed3.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=eb374260-aa26-4740-b506-1c55ec638194.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=b2e94a43-8c89-491a-a183-39ac0cf80e3b.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=f2d706ad-fd73-4467-8383-1e29e405b2c6.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=08746f33-b612-4266-b86d-48a2913ba538.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=781fa4cf-527c-44c3-958d-de0b3a3ca5ad.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=7fc0c0e5-9208-4abd-937b-35324023eef9.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=5104c15a-db40-40bb-a754-5962bf340fb9.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=33e10d2b-5442-43b9-9f52-fb0b05cf9868.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=0460a0d1-bf3c-4af6-b105-c965896c7e96.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1d1da2c7-8b2c-4bf0-9a9c-23f3dd1395d5.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=e008f8ea-0fcc-4fba-a4d4-d7be8b6ca9b1.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=2fa5503d-5321-4247-9509-09dd08dea1c1.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4007
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=493dcefa-d4f1-479a-9e14-8c490ff8a7b3.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=1dc3c95c-7e82-46b7-bcf7-221d91dee56c.docx
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=88eceb62-f3fc-43c2-9959-829e7b5065b4.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=1277
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4674
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=a9f80ef5-ff7f-454f-9dac-9ac67ce3a559.pdf
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4673
https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?M=F&ID=819aa8a9-7c71-4bcc-b583-ad75b73af2f9.pdf
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https://ledyardct.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=4517


Administration Committee ~ AMENDED AGENDA ~ December 11, 2024

Appointment-Parks-Recretion-Senior Citizens - move Alternat 
Schneider to Regular Member-email-2024-11-30
DTC Appointmetn Applicaiton-Beacon- Parks - Recreation- Senior 
Citizens Commisison-2024-11-05
Resignation-Sokolski-Parks-Recreation & Senior Citizens 
ltr-2024-10-22
PARKS-REC & SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSION-2024-10-24

Attachments:

4. MOTION to  appoint Ms. Rhonda Spaziani (D) 9 Sunset Road, Gales Ferry, as an 
Alternate Member of the Planning & Zoning Commission to complete a three (3) term 
ending December 31, 2026 to fill a vacancy left by Ms. Ribe.

Appoint Appl-Spanziani-Planning & Zoning-2024-1129
DTC Appointent Application-Spanziani-Planning & 
Zoning-2024-12-04

Attachments:

**ADD ON**

5. MOTION to reappoint Mr. Roger Codding (R) 13 Hemlock Circle, Gales Ferry, as a 
Regular Member to the Board of Assessment Appeals for a four (4) year term ending 
December 4, 2028.

Reappointment Endrosement Board of Assessment Appeals-RTC 
-2024-12-10
BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS-2024-12-10

Attachments:

**ADD ON**

6. MOTION to  reappoint Mr. Joseph Lozier ( R) 198 Gallup Hill Road, Ledyard, as an 
Alternate Member to the Southeastern Connecticut Regional Resource Recovery 
Authority (SCRRRA) for a three (3) year term ending January 31, 2028.

Reappointment Endrosement Southeastern CT Regional Resource 
Recovery Authority (SCRRRA) -2024-12-10
SCRRRA-2024-12-11

Attachments:

7. Any other New Business proper to come before the Committee.

IV ADJOURNMENT

DISCLAIMER:     Although we try to be timely and accurate these are not official records of the 
Town.
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 TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard Highway 

                                      CONNECTICUT Ledyard, CT  06339 

     TOWN COUNCIL     860 464-3203 
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 HYBRID FORMAT Roxanne M. Maher 
                 Administrative Assistant 

 
Chairman S. Naomi Rodriguez 
 MINUTES 

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING 
  

Wednesday, November 13, 2024          5:30 PM  Town Hall Annex Building  

 

CGI/rm Administration Committee November 13,  2024    
Page 1 of 16 

                 Submitted to T. Clerk’s Office on 12/12/2024/rm 

DRAFT 
I. CALL TO ORDER – The Meeting was called to order by Councilor Garcia-Irizarry at 5:30 p.m.  

at the Council Chambers Town Hall Annex Building.  
 

Councilor Garcia-Irizarry welcomed all to the Hybrid Meeting. She stated for the Town 
Council Administration Committee and members of the Public who were participating via 
video conference that the remote meeting information was available on the Agenda that was 
posted on the Town’s Website – Granicus-Legistar Meeting Portal. 

 
II. ROLL CALL-  

 
 
III. CITIZENS COMMENTS – None.  
 

 
IV. PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – None.  

 
V. REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES  

 
MOTION to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of October 9, 2024.  
Moved by Councilor Brunelle,  seconded by Councilor Dombrowski  

VOTE: 3 – 0 Approved and so declared  
 
  

VI. OLD BUSINESS  
 
1. Continued discussion and possible action to create an Ethics Commission for the Town 

of Ledyard.  
 

Attendee Name Title Status Location Arrived Departed 
April Brunelle Town Councilor Present  In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
Kevin Dombrowski Town Councilor Excused In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
Carmen Garcia-Irizarry Committee Chairman Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 

S. Naomi Rodriguez Town Council Chairman Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
Jessica Buhle Town Councilor Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
Brendan Graber Board of Education Member Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
G. Scott MacGregor Resident Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
Roxanne Maher Administrative Assistant Present In-Person 5:30 pm 6:31 pm 
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Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted in researching ethic commissions that she visited 
cityethics.org which she accessed through the ct.gov website. She stated that she wanted 
to share some information that she obtained from the website as follows:  
 
“Government ethics is not about being good or a person of integrity.  It’s not something 
officials learn at home, at school, or in their house of worship.  In fact, conduct that is 
praiseworthy outside of government, such as helping a family member get a job or 
returning a favor to one has been given, is considered wrong in a government context.  
Government ethics is about acting responsibly and professionally, as a government 
official or employee, under certain circumstances and following certain rules and 
procedures.  It is about preserving institutional rather than personal integrity.  
Government ethics decision-making should be just another professional routine. 
 
Government ethics involves not only the reality of these obligations, and of the 
underlying relationships, but also the appearance of these obligations and relationships. 
Government ethics laws provide minimum, enforceable guidelines to facilitate handling 
of conflict situations; provides training and advice to further facilitate the handling of 
conflict situations. Government ethics programs also require financial and relationship 
disclosure, which provides information to help the public, as well as officials, better 
determine if conflicts might exist, so that they are more likely to be dealt with 
responsibly. The principal goal of a local government ethics program is to further the 
public’s trust in those who govern their communities, to put their personal interests aside 
in favor of the public interest. Without this trust, people tend not to participate in their 
government, even as voters, and they feel as if their government was something apart 
from their community, an organization designed to benefit its members, rather than an 
organization that serves and manages the community. 
 
One of the goals of a local government ethics program is “to establish best practices and 
a healthy ethics environment at the level where most elected officials learn the ropes. 
 
Another way of understanding this is by looking at it from the point of view of the public. 
The public elects representatives who spend the public’s money and make decisions 
about the community which affect its residents’ lives. Our representative system can work 
only if the public has confidence that its representatives, and those appointed or hired by 
its representatives, are seeking to benefit the community. 
 
What is important for officials to recognize is that government ethics is not only 
beneficial to a community’s residents. It is also beneficial to them. It helps officials do 
their jobs more professionally, and it helps them keep out of scandals involving 
themselves and their colleagues. It is hard to manage a community under a cloud of 
scandal. 
 
While protecting the community from officials’ mishandling of conflict situations, a 
government ethics program also protects officials by providing rules and advice, which 
allow them to deal with their obligations to others in situations that may be very 
uncomfortable for them. 
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The importance of psychology to government ethics cannot be emphasized too much. 
People have a lot of personal blind spots. That is, for many reasons they cannot see about 
themselves what they can easily see about others, and what others see about them. This is 
true more of politicians than of regular people, because politicians succeed on the basis 
of their interpersonal skills, not on the basis of their intrapersonal skills. That is, they 
tend to lack a strong awareness of their own emotional states and motivations. Below is a 
list of the blind spots that affect the responsible handling of conflict situations.  
 

 The Bias Blind Spot - We believe that others act for selfish reasons, but that we do not. 
This blind spot exists because we can look into our minds,  but not into others’. And we 
have trouble putting ourselves in others’ shoes.  
 

 Bounded Awareness - We tend not to see what we need to see in order to make ethical 
decisions. We exclude important information by placing boundaries around our 
definition of a problem.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that she would compare “Bounded Awareness” to 
scientific research, explaining that sometimes we only see the data that supports our 
hypothesis;  and she went on to note the following: 
 
“Because prevention of ethical misconduct is the principal goal of a local government 
ethics program, the most important role of an ethics commission and its staff is to provide 
guidance so that officials and employees can responsibly handle conflict situations. This 
guidance consists of regular ethics training, timely, professional advice, three kinds of 
disclosure, and ongoing discussion of the ethical aspects of decision-making”.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated all of what she just read was from the ethics website and 
that she would like to personally add the following comments: 
 
A Code of Ethics would protect all of us, elected officials, town employees, and the 
public by defining what is a proper ethical conduct, what constitutes a conflict of interest, 
etc. She stated a Code of Ethics protected the public because it sends the message that 
their elected officials have proper guidance about what constitutes ethical and unethical 
behavior and increases trust in our public institutions. She went on to note that a Code of 
Ethics would protect elected officials because it would define what conflict of interests 
were.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that she was not aware of some behaviors that were not 
considered conflict of interests in daily life, but would be a conflict of interest in 
government. She stated that her government experience was very limited, noting that 
before she was elected as a Town Council member, her only experience was as a member 
of the Conservation Commission, which was a Commission that was not involved in 
many of the things that Town Council members were responsible to address. She stated 
that this was her first time that she was serving as an elected official; and that she was 
learning as she goes, just as many other first time elected officials. She stated that she 
does not know, what she does not know, but that she does know that when we know 
better, we do better. 
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Councilor Garcia-Irizarry went on to note at a previous Administration Committee 
meeting, that it was mentioned that a Code of Ethics and an Ethics Commission were not 
needed for the following reasons: 
 
 Fraud Policy  

Councilor Garcia-Irizarry went on to note that it was important to highlight that 
unethical behavior was not always criminal or constituted fraud, hence a Fraud 
Policy was not a substitute for a Code of Ethics. 
 

 Employee Handbook.  
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated while the town had an Employee Handbook, the 
Handbook does not apply, to best of her knowledge, to the members of the Town 
Council, members of the Board of Education members, and town 
commissions/committees.  Hence, the employee handbook was not a substitute for 
a Code of Ethics.   
 

 Town Charter  
 Chapter III; Section 9 “Investigation” 

Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted “The Town Council shall have power to 
investigate all offices and agencies of the Town and for such purposes shall have 
the power to call witnesses to appear before the Town Council to testify on any 
matter under investigation.  The Chairman, or chairman pro-tempore, upon 
authorization of the Town Council, shall have the power, for such investigation, 
to issue subpoenas, and, at his request, any judge of the Superior Court may 
compel the appearance of witnesses and the production of books, records, and 
papers”. 

 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that she wanted to highlight that the Town Charter does 
not say that only the Town Council could conduct an investigation. She noted that the 
Town Charter stated that the Town Council had the power to conduct an investigation. 
Sent went on to note, in addition, if we assumed that only the Town Council could do an 
investigation, did that mean that the Mayor could not do an investigation regarding 
matters happening in his office?   
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry went on to note as an example that Section 3 of the Fraud 
Policy, stated “Each member of the management team will be familiar with the types of 
improprieties that might occur within his or her area of responsibility, and be alert for 
any indication of irregularity.  Any irregularity that is detected or suspected must be 
reported immediately to the Mayor, who coordinates all investigations with the Town’s 
legal counsel, and other affected areas, both internal and external.” She stated that 
nowhere in this Section does it say that the Town Council was the one that was supposed 
to do the investigation based on some interpretations of the Town Charter. She stated if 
we follow the interpretation that only the Town Council had the power to do 
investigations, was the Fraud Policy in violation of the Town Charter? She noted the 
Town Charter stated all Offices and Agencies of the Town, noting that the Mayor’s 
Office was one of the Offices of the Town. Therefore, she questioned whether this also 
meant that the Planning & Zoning Commission could not do investigations regarding 
zoning violations or that the Town Planner cannot do investigations regarding land use? 
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Councilor Garcia-Irizarry went on to note Chapter IX; Section 6 of the Town Charter as 
follows:: 
 Chapter IX; Section 6 “ Conflicts Of Interest” 

“Any elected or appointed officer or any employee of the Town who has a financial 
interest or personal benefit, direct or indirect, in any contract, transaction, or decision 
of any board or commission to which the Town is a party, shall disclose publicly that 
interest to the appropriate board or commission and the Town Council in advance of 
discussion or action on the matter, which shall record such disclosure upon the 
official record of its meetings. The Town Council may by ordinance specify what is, 
or what is not, a conflict of interest for officials and employees of the Town. 
 
Willful violation by any such officer or employee of the provisions of this section shall 
be grounds for his removal.  Violation of this section with the knowledge, express or 
implied, of any person or corporation participating in such contract, transaction, or 
decision shall render the same voidable by the Town Council, or by a court of 
competent jurisdiction”. 

 
In addition, Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that CGS Section 7-148h. Ethics 
Commission; establishment and powers.  Interest in conflict with discharge of duties” 
specifically stated, “Any town, city, district, as defined in section 7-324, or borough 
may, by charter provision OR ordinance, establish a board, commission, council, 
committee or other agency to investigate allegations of unethical conduct, corrupting 
influence or illegal activities levied against any official, officer or employee of such 
town, city, district or borough.” 
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry went on to state as specified in the Draft Ordinance that was 
presented at the Administration Committee’s September 9, 2024 Meeting, an Ethics 
Commission “shall be comprised of five regular members and two alternates of whom 
shall be electors of the Town….Political minority rules shall apply for the membership 
of this commission.”  She stated in other words, this Commission would have members 
of both parties with the purpose of minimizing, if not completely avoiding politically 
motivated accusations.   
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that it was her hope that all the members of the 
Administration Committee and other Offices, Commissions/Committees of the Town 
would help make the proposed Ordinance a reality by, but not limited to, helping with the 
drafting of the Ordinance, by giving feedback about the language used, the sections 
included, etc.   
 
Councilor Dombrowski suggested they not confuse what they put in an Ordinance 
against what was authorized in accordance with the Connecticut General Statues (CGS). 
He noted Councilor Garcia-Irizarry’s comment that only the Town Council could 
conduct an investigation, but that the Zoning Commission could not conduct an 
investigation, noting this was specifically a statutory requirement, which was different.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski asked that they determine what the Code of Ethics should look 
like, before they determined whether they wanted to have an Ethics Commission to up 
hold the Code. He stated the Code of Ethics and the Ordinance Establishing an Ethics 
Commission should be two separate documents.  
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Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated the proposed Ordinance included provisions for both the 
Code of Ethics and the Ethic Commission. Councilor Dombrowski stated that would be 
like saying that the Zoning Regulations should live in the Ordinance that created the 
Zoning Commission. Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated in reviewing Ethic Commission 
Ordinances in other Connecticut towns that they had the Code of Ethics and the 
Establishment of the Ethics Commission in one document. She stated about 160 of the 
Connecticut’s 169 towns have an Ethics Commission or a Code of Ethics, noting that 
Ledyard was one of the few towns does not.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that she understood the comment that Ledyard does not 
need an Ethics Commission; and she stated that she hoped that the town would not need 
to use the Ethics Commission. However, she stated having an Ethics Commission was 
like having Homeowners Insurance, noting that you have insurance, and hope that you 
would never need to use it. She stated having the insurance would provide them with the 
opportunity,  should something happen, to fix it. She noted that the same would be true 
with having an Ethics Commission for the town. Therefore, she questioned why not have 
an Ethics Commission. 
 
Councilor Dombrowski responded to Councilor Garcia-Irizarry’s question about why the 
town should not an Ethics Commission, noting that he thought it sounded like a solution 
looking for a problem. Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that 160 Connecticut towns have 
an Ethics Commission. Councilor Dombrowski questioned how many actions have been 
taken by the Ethics Commissions in all of the municipalities that have an Ethics 
Commission. Councilor Garcia-Irizarry responded, noting that she did not know how 
many towns have used their Ethics Commission. 
 
Councilor Brunelle stated that she hoped that the municipalities that had an Ethics 
Commission would have no actions. She went on to state that having an Established 
Code of Ethics would not hurt anyone. She stated by having a Code of Ethics that it 
would provide a list of how they should be ethically in their professional role. She stated 
that she would like to read the Code of Ethics and know that she was following it. She 
stated as a new member of the Town Council that they should all know what was 
expected of them in their roles. She stated a Code of Ethics was noting but a guideline; 
and she questioned how they could argue about having a road map in place.  
 
Councilor Brunelle continued by stating that an Ethics Commission would make sure 
people were ethical. She stated not having an Ethics Commission would be like saying 
that we should not have a Police Department because everyone in town was perfectly 
good and that no one breaks any laws, when they know that was not case; and therefore, 
the town had to have a Police Department just in-case something goes wrong or a law 
was broken. She stated building an Ethics Commission would not cause problems, noting 
that it would be there to prevent problems; and to be prepared in case a problem  
happens.  
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Councilor  Dombrowski stated that he was not against having a Code of Ethics and that 
he was not opposes to ethics. He stated to clarify his position, he stated anyone at any 
level  in the town government should act ethically, noting that people were required to 
act ethically in their professional employment, as well as in their volunteer roles serving 
the town government. However, he stated that he did not see the need for an Ethics 
Commission. He stated the way the proposed draft Ordinance was currently written that 
it was a finger pointer.  
 
Councilor Brunelle questioned if they had a Code of Ethics and people were breaking the 
rules, how would they would address the violation if they did not have an Ethics 
Commission. Councilor Dombrowski stated the town already had documentation and 
polices in place to address poor ethical behavior. He stated the Town Charter allowed the 
Town Council to act on issues; and to create a Code of Ethics. Councilor Garcia-Irizarry 
questioned the procedure to bring an issue forward. Councilor Dombrowski stated prior 
to his involvement in town government that he was aware that the town successfully 
exercised the provisions that were already in place three times which resulted in 
prosecutions for several counts that included embezzlement of funds. Councilor Brunelle 
questioned the process used. Councilor Dombrowski stated that he believed the Town 
Charter and Fraud Police was used. He again stated that he was not opposed to creating a 
Code of Ethics, noting that he was opposed to an Ethics Commission. He stated the way 
the proposed draft Ordinance was worded that it violated State Statute in several  cases.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted as she stated  in the closing of her earlier statement that 
she was looking for feedback regarding the draft Ordinance. Councilor Dombrowski 
stated that he was providing feedback, noting that there was language in the proposed 
Ordinance Establishing an Ethics Commission that violated State Statutes. He stated that 
he would not support the proposed Ordinance Establishing an Ethics Commission.  
 
Councilor Brunelle noted that all the other towns in the State have an Ethics 
Commission. Councilor Dombrowski stated not all the other towns have an Ethics 
Commission; and just because other towns have an Ethics Commission does not 
necessarily mean that Ledyard had to have one.   
 
Councilor Brunelle stated that having an Ethics Commission would make the citizens 
know that the Town was being transparent and following the rules. Councilor 
Dombrowski stated during the past 14-years that he has served on the Town Council that 
they have been following the rules, noting that at lease he has been. He stated 
establishing an Ethics Commission was a solution looking for a problem. Councilor 
Brunelle stated that she respectfully disagreed with Councilor Dombrowski’s comments.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that if someone had a question as to whether something 
was ethical or not ethical that they could read the Code of Ethics and the Ethics 
Commission would also be able to advise people who had questions. She stated an Ethics 
Commission would not be established to point fingers or to create havoc, noting that it 
would be to serve as a resource.  
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Councilor  Garcia-Irizarry stated that this was her first time serving as an elected official 
and in reading other towns Ethics Commission Ordinances that it made her realize what 
kinds of things would be a conflict of interest. She provided the following examples: 
 
 Parks and Recreation Summer Camp Program – Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that 

her son was looking for a summer job. She questioned whether it would be okay for 
her son to apply to work as a Summer Camp Counselor because she was serving on 
the Town Council. She stated because she did not know the answer as to whether it 
was ethical or not ethical, that her son did  not apply for the job.  

 
Councilor Dombrowski stated that Councilor Garcia-Irizarry should have asked 
Town Staff, the Mayor ‘s Office, or another Town Councilor, noting that her son 
could have applied for the Parks and Recreation Summer Camp job. He stated that 
she could have also asked the State Ethics Commission. He stated because her son 
would be paid the same as the other Camp Counselors that he could have worked at 
the  Parks and Recreation Summer Camp. He explained that the only ethical issue 
would have been if she had any direct involvement in approving their pay or in his 
being hired. He noted as an example that a former Town Councilor’s wife worked as 
the Animal Control Officer. Therefore, he stated that the Town Councilor had to 
recuse himself from any budget decisions regarding the Police Department, because 
the Animal Control Officer was a member of the Police Department.   
 

 Ledyard Educational Advancement Fund  (LEAF) Trustee – Councilor Garcia-
Irizarry stated a teacher at the High School reached out to her son to see if he would 
be interested in serving as the Student Representative on LEAF. However, she stated 
because she was the former President of the LEAF; and because she was now serving 
as an elected official on the Town Council that she did not know if her son could 
serve on LEAF; and therefore, she told him that he could not serve as the Student 
Representative on LEAF.  

 
Councilor Dombrowski noted the State Ethics Code was all about financial gain. He 
questioned whether her son would be paid to volunteer  to serve on LEAF. Councilor 
Garcia-Irizarry stated that her son would not be paid to volunteer on LEAF. 
Councilor Dombrowski stated because there was no financial gain that he could have 
served on LEAF as the Student Representative.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski concluded by stating if people do not know, that they have to 
ask questions, noting that just because they do not know, does not mean that they 
have to form a Ethics Commission.   
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that she was providing some examples of the types 
of questions that arise. She stated the Ethics Commission was not only for those 
involved in the town government, but that it was also for the residents as well. She 
noted that residents assume that certain behaviors from their elected officials were 
wrong; when they were in fact not wrong decisions. She stated the way people see 
the room from this side was a different perspective from how people see the room 
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from the other side. She stated residents do not understand how things proceed and 
how they go, noting that an Ethics Commission would provide residents with the 
opportunity to ask questions and to seek their advice. She stated an Ethics 
Commission would build trust and benefit the whole town.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski stated that his assumption was that he was not going to sway 
Councilor Brunelle’s or Councilor Garcia-Irizarry’s position on establishing an 
Ethics Commission; and that they were not going to be able to change his position 
either. He stated that he was not opposed to developing an Code of Ethics; however, 
he was opposed to establishing an Ethics Commission. He explained with an Ethics 
Commission that they would be appointing five volunteers, who would also know 
nothing and would have a steep learning curve, as well as any town official.  
 
Councilor Brunelle stated that she was not concerned about the learning curve. She 
stated what she was concerned about was that they have had a lot of citizens ask for 
an Ethics Commission for transparency so that they could trust their local 
government and leadership. She stated what they were asking for was not outlandish, 
noting that an Ethics Commission was standard and doable. She stated that she was 
representing the people and what they were asking for. She noted the following: 
 
 Establishing an Ethics Commission was a reasonable request.  
 She understood the request for an Ethics Commission. 
 Was there a need for an Ethics Commission – Councilor Brunelle stated “Yes, 

and No”. She stated the town does not currently have problems, however, she 
stated that was not the main  issue. She stated as Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated, 
that an Ethics Commission would be like an insurance policy.   

 Would it be a bad thing to have an Ethics Commission – Councilor Brunelle 
stated “No”. 

 Would having an Ethics Commission create issues - Councilor Brunelle stated 
that she did not see how having an Ethics Commission would create issues, 
unless someone were to make issues out of it. She stated should that occur that 
they would have to deal with it at that point. 

 
Councilor Brunelle stated that she was not going to be afraid of something because of the 
“What If’s” or  because of the learning curve, noting that she has a learning curve just 
sitting here as an elected official of the Town Council. She stated that she has been 
listening to Councilor Dombrowski’s comments and that she did not appreciate him 
saying that he was not going to change  her mind. She noted anyone could change her 
mind. 
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated in making appointments to the town’s various 
commissions and boards that the Town Council looked at the Applicant’s resume, their 
background, experience, etc., and that they would do the same to appoint members to the 
Ethics Commission. She stated an Ethics Commission would protect their elected 
officials their residents.  
 

13



 
 

CGI/rm Administration Committee November 13, 2024 
   Page 10 of 16   

Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that more work was needed on the proposed Ordinance 
to Establish an Ethics Commission, noting that the Administration Committee would 
continue to keep this on their Agenda.  

 
 

RESULT: CONTINUED  Next Meeting:12/11/2024 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

2. Any Old Business proper to come before the Committee. – None. 
 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS  

 
1. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint the following as Regular Members of 

the Planning and Zoning Commission:  
 

 Ms. Beth Ribe (U) 129 Rose Hill Road, Ledyard, to complete a three (3) year term 
ending October 31, 2026 filling a vacancy left by Ms. Cobb; 

 Mr. Matthew Miello (R) 12 Cardinal Lane, Gales. Ferry, to complete a three (3) year 
term ending October 31, 2027 filling a vacancy left by Mr. Capon.   
 
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: It was noted that Ms. Ribe and Mr. Miello were currently Alternate Members 
on the Planning & Zoning Commission. With the resignation of Mr. Capon and Ms. Cobb 
the Planning & Zoning Commission Chairman requested these two members be 
appointed as Regular Members.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that Mr. Capon and Ms. Cobb were two great assets to 
the Planning & Zoning Commission and that she was sad to see them step down from the 
Commission.  

VOTE: 3 – 0 Approved and so declared  
 
 

RESULT: 3– 0 APPROVED TO RECOMMEND   
MOVER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  Kevin Dombrowski, Committee Member      
AYES:  April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 
 

 
2. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Ms. Stephaine Bacon (D) 6 Patricia 

Court, Gales Ferry, to the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission as a Regular 
Member to complete a three (3) term June 28, 2026 to fill a vacancy left by Ms. Sokolski. 
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: Councilor Dombrowski thanked Ms. Sokolski for her service to the Town 
noting the many years she served on the Senior Citizens Commission.  

VOTE: 3 – 0 Approved and so declared  
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RESULT: 3– 0 APPROVED TO RECOMMEND   
MOVER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  Kevin Dombrowski, Committee Member      
AYES:  April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 

 
**POST MEETING NOTE**: 11/30/2024- In his November 30, 2024 email Parks, Recreation 

& Senior Citizens Commission Chairman requested Alternate Member Carol Schneider 
be moved to a Regular Member to fill Ms. Sokolski’s vacancy; and that Ms. Bacon be 
appointed as an Alternate Member to fill Ms. Schneider’s vacancy.  
 
 
The Administration Committee by consensus agreed to add and act on the following 
Motion and to renumber the remaining items accordingly: 
 

3. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Mr. Michael Marelli (D) 4 Lee 
Brook Road, Ledyard, to the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, as a 
Regular Member of the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission to complete a two 
(2) year term ending October 31, 2025 to fill a vacancy left by Mr. Maugle.   
Moved by Councilor Dombrowski, seconded by Councilor Brunelle 
Discussion: Councilor Dombrowski stated at the Town Council’s October 23, 2024 
meeting Mr. Marelli was appointed as an Alternate Member of the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission. He noted with the passing of Mr. Maugle that Inland Wetland 
and Watercourses Commission Chairman Justin DeBrodt requested in an email received 
today (11/13/2024) that Mr. Marelli be moved/appointed as a Regular Member to fill the 
vacancy left by Mr. Maugle. 

VOTE: 3 – 0 Approved and so declared  
 
 

RESULT: 3– 0 APPROVED TO RECOMMEND   
MOVER:  Kevin Dombrowski, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member      
AYES:  April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 

 
 

4. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Mr. Robert Graham (U) 72A Long 
Pond Road, South, Ledyard, as a Alternate Member of the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission to complete a two (2) year term ending October 31, 2026 to 
fill a vacancy left by Mr. Marelli.    
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that Mr. Graham has been an active 
participant in the community. He was has been a member of the Lantern Hill Valley 
Alliance for many years and that he was also a member of the Alliance for the Mystic 
River Watershed and a member of the Water Quality Committee. She stated that Mr. 
Graham would be a good addition to the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission.  

VOTE: 3 – 0 Approved and so declared  
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RESULT: 3– 0 APPROVED TO RECOMMEND   
MOVER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  Kevin Dombrowski, Committee Member      
AYES:  April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 

 
 

5. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Mr. Michael Roman, (R) 7M 
Lakeside Drive, Ledyard, as an Alternate Member of the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission to complete a two (2) year term ending October 31, 2025 to 
fill a vacancy left by Mr. St. Vil.  
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that Mr. Roman’s Appointment Application 
did not demonstrate his ability to be a viable contributor to the work of the Inland 
Wetland and Watercourses Commission. She stated that she appreciated that Mr. Roman 
wanted to get involved in the community; however, she stated that she would like to 
know more about his background and credentials and how they would be of help to the 
Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission. 
 
Councilor Dombrowski stated that he agreed with Councilor Garcia-Irizarry’s comments. 
He stated thanked Mr. Roman for submitting an Application and for being interested in 
serving the community. However, he stated that he did not see anything on Mr. Roman’s 
Application that would warrant that he had the experience to serve on the Inland Wetland 
and Watercourses Commission, noting that it was a heavy regulated Commission.  
 
The Administration Committee agreed that they would reconsider Mr. Roman’s 
Application should he like to resubmit and provide some additional background 
information regarding his education and experience and how it would lend to the work of 
the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission (IWWC).  

VOTE: 0 - 3  Motion Failed  
 

RESULT: 0- 3 MOTION FAILED    
MOVER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  Carmen Garcia-Irizarry, Committee Member      
AYES:   
NAYES: April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 
 

 
 

6. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Mr. George S. MacGregor  (R) 47 
Rose Hill Road, Ledyard, as an Alternate Member of the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission to complete a two (2) year term ending October 31, 2025 to 
fill a vacancy left by Mr. Persano.     
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted as with Mr. Roman’s Application that Mr. 
MacGregor’s Appointment Application did not demonstrate his ability to be a viable 
contributor to the work of the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission.  
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The Administration Committee agreed that they would reconsider Mr. MacGregor’s 
Application should he like to resubmit and provide some additional background 
information regarding his education and experience and how it would lend to the work of 
the Inland Wetland and Watercourses Commission (IWWC).  
 
Mr. G. Scott MacGregor, 47 Rose Hill Road, Ledyard, stated that he was a lifelong 
resident of Ledyard, and that he would like to become involved in the community. He 
stated that he thought by starting as an Alternate Member on the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission that it would provide him an opportunity to learn about the 
IWWC Regulations and governing state statutes.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski thanked Mr. MacGregor for wanting to volunteer to serve the 
Town. However, he stated that there was nothing on his application that indicated that he 
had any knowledge or experience about wetlands, noting that Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses was heavily regulated, and required the review of site plans, and other 
technical documentation. He suggested Mr. MacGregor reapply to add information that 
would amplify his background and show that he was suited for a role on the Inland 
Wetland and Watercourses Commission. 
 
Mr. MacGregor stated that he did not have experience in Inland Wetlands and 
Watercourses, but that he was a critical thinker, and that he had knowledge of septic 
systems and wells. He stated that serving as an Alternate Member on the Inland Wetlands 
and Watercourses Commission would be a good way to get his foot in the door and learn.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry explained to Mr. MacGregor the role of an Alternate Member, 
noting that they were expected to attend all of the meetings and in the event that a 
Regular Member was absent from a meeting that the Alternate Member would be seated 
and would be expected to participate in the discussion and vote on the business before the 
Commission. She went on to explain that the Land Use Commissions needed to have 
members who had some knowledge, background, and understanding of the governing 
documents and regulations. She suggested MacGregor attend the Inland Wetland and 
Watercourses Commission meetings as a resident and reapply at a later time. She also 
noted that the town had vacancies on other committees that Mr. MacGregor may want to 
consider serving on.  
 
The Administration Committee thanked MacGregor for his interest in wanting to 
volunteer and serve the town. They explained that they would reconsider Mr. 
MacGregor’s Application, along with other Applications received, should he like to 
resubmit and provide additional background information regarding his education and 
experience and how it would lend to the work of the Inland Wetland and Watercourses 
Commission (IWWC).  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry thanked Mr. MacGregor for attending tonight's meeting and for 
talking with the Committee.  

VOTE: 0 – 3 Motin Failed  
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RESULT: 0-3 MOTION FAILED    
MOVER:  April Brunelle, Committee Member    
SECONDER:  Kevin Dombrowski, Committee Member      
AYES:   
NAYES: April Brunelle,  Kevin Dombrowski, Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 

 
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that the Town Council received three Appointment 
Applications to fill one vacancy on the Library Commission. She suggested that the 
Administration Committee review all of the Applications and then vote on each of the 
candidates.  
 

7. MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint one of the following as a member to 
the Library Commission to complete a two (2) year term ending November 7, 2026 to fill 
a vacancy left by Ms. Nash. 
 
 Wendy Hellenkson (D) 14L Lakeside Drive, Ledyard 

 Ms. Gillian Thorne ( R) 3 Adios Lane, Ledyard 

 Mr. Steven Finegan (R) 131 Baldwin Hill Road, Gales Ferry 
 
Moved by Councilor Brunelle, seconded by Councilor Dombrowski 
Discussion: Councilor Garcia-Irizarry explained that all of the candidates were endorsed 
by their respective parties and were included on tonight’s agenda for consideration, 
noting that each of the candidates offered an extensive educational background and 
experience.  
 
Councilor Brunelle stated in reviewing all of the Appointment Applications she noted 
that Ms. Hellekson was currently working as a Librarian, and had the experience to serve 
on the Library Commission. However, she stated that she was not saying that the other 
Applicants were bad.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski stated that he also noted that Ms. Hellekson had library 
experience and would be a fine addition to the Library Commission. He went on to note 
that Ms. Thorne’s Application also stood out stating that  she had a Doctorate in teaching 
and in curriculum, which would also be beneficial to the Library Commission. He stated 
although Mr. Finegan had an extensive history with the Coast Guard that he did not see a 
connection that would lend to the work of the Library Commission, other than his 
willingness to serve the community. He stated although he was torn between two of the 
Applicants that he was leaning toward the one who had a Doctorate Degree.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry stated that all of the Applicants had good credentials. She 
stated in serving as the Liaison to the Library Commission that she attended their  
 
meetings and she noted that they have a lot of programs for the kids, such as the Toy 
Library. She stated because Ms. Hellekson was the Librarian at the Gallup Hill School 
that she thought that it would be beneficial for Ms. Hellekson to serve on the Library 
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Commission noting that it would be a complementary situation, noting that both the 
Town and School Library could benefit from each other’s knowledge.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry continued by stating that Ms. Thorne had a lot of experience 
with education; and that she would also be a valuable asset to the Library.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski addressed Ms. Hellekson’s interest to serve on the Library 
Commission. He stated he understood the synergy that Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted 
between the Town Library and the Gallup Hill School Library. However, commented on 
volunteering at night to do essentially the same type of work you do during the day, 
noting that after designing submarines during the day that he did not think that he would 
want to volunteer to design submarines at night as a hobby. Councilor Garcia-Irizarry 
noted the Library Commission only met once a month; and she commented that she loved 
the Library Commission. She also noted that Library Director Jennifer Smith had a lot of 
vision and ideas.  
 
Councilor Dombrowski stated either Ms. Hellekson or Ms. Thorne would be a benefit to 
the Library Commission.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted Mr. Finegan’s background, community involvement, 
experience in promoting boating safety and his knowledge pertaining to regulations 
regarding Connecticut waters. Therefore, she stated that he may be a good candidate for 
the Inlands Wetlands and Watercourses Commission, if he was interested and would like 
to reapply to serve on the Inlands Wetlands and Watercourses Commission.  
 
The Committee agreed to vote on each of the Candidates as follows: 
 

 Ms. Wendy Hellekson (D) 14L Lakeside Drive, Ledyard 
 

VOTE: 2 – 1 Approved and so declared (Dombrowski not in favor) 
 

 Ms.  Gillian Thorne ( R) 3 Adios Lane, Ledyard 
 

VOTE:  1 – 2 Failed (Brunelle, Garcia-Irizarry not in favor)  
 

 Mr. Steven Finegan (R) 131 Baldwin Hill Road, Gales Ferry 
VOTE: 0 – 3 Failed (Brunelle, Dombrowski, Garcia-Irizarry not in favor)  

 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that the Administration Committee would forward Ms. 
Hellekson’s name to the Town Council for appointment to the Library Commission.  
 
The Administration Committee addressed the following appointment applications for the 
Library Commission (Items #7, 8, 9) as noted above.  

 
(7)  Discussion and possible action on the  

MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Ms. Wendy Hellekson (D) 14L 
Lakeside Drive, Ledyard, to the Library Commission to complete a two (2) year term 
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ending November 7, 2026 filling a vacancy left by Ms. Nash. (see above discussion and 
action). 
 
 

8. Discussion and possible action on the  
MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Ms. Gillian Thorne ( R) 3 Adios 
Lane, Ledyard, to the Library Commission to complete a two (2) year term ending 
November 7, 2026 filling a vacancy left by Ms. Nash. . (see above discussion and action). 
 
 

9. Discussion and possible action on the  
MOTION to recommend the Town Council appoint Mr. Steven Finegan (R) 131 Baldwin 
Hill Road, Gales Ferry, to the Library Commission to complete a two (2) year term 
ending November 7, 2026 filling a vacancy left by Ms. Nash.  (see above discussion and 
action). 
 

10. Discussion to draft an Ordinance regarding the raising of Unofficial-Third-Party Flags on 
Town Property.  
 
Councilor Brunelle noted that she has been researching Ordinances regarding the flying 
of third-party flags from other communities; and that she hoped to present a draft 
Ordinance at the Administration Committee’s December 11, 2024 for the Committee to 
review and discuss.  
 
Councilor Garcia-Irizarry noted that the Committee would continue to discuss this item at 
their December 11, 2024 meeting.  

 

RESULT: CONTINUED  Next Meeting: 12/11/2024 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

11. Any other Business proper to come before the Committee. – None.  
 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 
Councilor Dombrowski moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Councilor Brunelle.  

VOTE: 3 - 0 Approved and so declared, the meeting was adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
 

      Respectfully submitted,    
 
 
 
 
      Carmen Garcia-Irizarry 
      Committee Chairman  
      Administration Committee  
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Motion/Request:
Discussion and possible action to create an Ethics Commission for the Town of Ledyard.

Background:

At the request of Residents, Chairman Rodriguez referred the subject of an Ethics Commission to the
Administration Committee.

Over the years previous Town Councils have discussed establishing an Ethics Commission.

Please find attached the following documentation:

· Draft Ordinance Establishing a Town of Ledyard Code of  Ethics

· Acknowledgement Form

· Fraud Policy

· Town Charter- Investigation-Conflict of Interest

· Attorney Dietter email re: Review draft Ordinance

· ACC Municipal Ethics Minimum Provisions

· Former State Representative France email dated 3/4/2019

· CGS Chapter 10 Ethics Public Employees

· State Representative Reynolds memo dated  July 9, 2008 re: House Bill 6502- Ethics Reform
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DRAFT 09/09/2024 
 

Ordinance # ______________ 
 

 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A TOWN OF LEDYARD 

CODE OF ETHICS AND ETHICS COMMISSION 
 

Be it ordained by the Town Council of the town of Ledyard 
 
SECTION 1.  AUTHORITY 
 
 In accordance with Chapter III, Section 8 of the Town Charter, there is hereby 
established a Town of Ledyard Code of Ethics and Ethics Commission. 
 
Section 1.  Declaration of Policy and Purpose 
 
 Public office is a public trust.  The trust of the public is essential for government to 
function effectively.  The proper operation of the town government requires that public 
officers, officials, and employees be independent, impartial, and responsible to the 
people; that governmental decision and policies be made in the proper channels of 
governmental structure; that public office and employment not be used for personal gain; 
and that the public has confidence in the integrity of its government. 
 
 Therefore, herewith is an established Code of Ethics for all Town officials, officers, 
and employees.  The purpose of this code is to establish standards of ethical conduct for 
all such officials, officers and employees, and for those who serve or conduct business 
with the Town of Ledyard; to assist those parties under the jurisdiction of the Ethics 
Commission by establishing guidelines for their conduct in order to maintain a tradition of 
responsible and effective public service; and to establish rules of procedure to be followed 
by the Ethics Commission in receiving, adjudicating, and reporting on alleged violations 
of the Code of Ethics. 
 
SECTION 2.  APPLICABILITY 
 
 The Ethics Code shall apply to all Town officials, officers, and employees, whether 
elected and/or appointed, paid or unpaid.  The Ethics Code shall also apply to those 
conducting business with the Town of Ledyard. 
 
 Specific portions of this Ordinance shall not be applicable if they conflict in whole 
or in part with any labor agreement, employment contract or state statute. 
 
SECTION 3.  DEFINITIONS 
 
 As used in this document, the following words or phrases, unless a different 
meaning is required by the context or is specifically prescribed, shall have the meanings 
indicated: 
 

1. “Persons governed by this Code” means ALL Town officials, officers, and 
employees, whether elected and/or appointed, paid or unpaid. 

 
2. “Business” means any entity through which activity for profit or not for profit is 

conducted including, but not limited to a corporation, partnership, 
proprietorship, firm, enterprise, franchise, association, organization, or self-
employed individual. 

 
3. “Complainant” means any person who signed a complaint under penalties of 

false statement alleging a violation of this Code. 
 
4. “Confidential Information” means information, whether transmitted orally or in 

writing, which is obtained by reason of the public position of office held, that is 
not, at the time of transmission, a matter of public record or public knowledge. 
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5. “Confidential Investigation” means the examination, prior to the finding of 

probable cause, of both written and oral evidence, that is not to be disclosed to 
any third party by anyone connected with the investigation, except upon the 
written request of the respondent. 

 
6. “Financial Interest” means pecuniary or material benefit accruing to a town 

official/employee, spouse or minor child of an officer, official or employee of the 
Town as a result of a contract, transaction, zoning decision or other matter 
which is, or may be, the subject of an official act or action by or with the Town 
of Ledyard except for such contracts of transactions which by their terms and 
by the substance of their provisions confer the opportunity and right to realize 
the accrual of similar benefits to all persons and/or property similarly situated. 

 
7. “Gift” means anything of economic value in excess of $100.00, including but 

not limited to entertainment, food, beverage, travel, lodging, given or paid. 
 

A gift does not include: 
 
a.  A political contribution reported as required by law or a donation or payment 

as described in subdivision (9) or (11) of subsection (b) of 9-333b. 
 

b.  Services provided by persons volunteering their time. 
 

c. A commercially reasonable loan made on terms not more favorable than 
loans made in the ordinary course of business. 

 
d. A gift received from a member of a person’s immediate family or fiancé. 

 
e. Goods or services which are provided to the municipality and facilitate 

government actions or functions. 
 

f. A certificate, plaque, or other ceremonial award. 
 

g. A rebate or discount on the price of anything of value made in the ordinary 
course of business, without regard to that person’s status. 

 
h. Printed or recorded information germane to government action or functions. 

 
i. An honorary degree bestowed upon a public official or public employee by 

a public or private university. 
 

j. A meal provided at an event or business meeting and/or the registration or 
entrance fee to attend such an event, in which the public official or public 
employee participates in his official capacity. 

 
k. A meal provided in the home by a Ledyard resident. 

 
l. Gift giving occasions recognized by the public, including, Christmas, 

Chanukah, birthdays, the birth or adoption of a child, weddings, First 
Communions, Confirmations, or Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, provided the total value 
of such gifts for each event shall not exceed $100.00. 

 
8. “Immediate family” means spouse, child, parent, grandchild, brother, sister, 

grandparent, daughter-in-law, son-in-law, mother-in-law, father-in-law, sister-in-
law, and brother-in-law. 

 
9. “On The Record” means in writing, signed and dated or a directive to the 

secretary taking the minutes of a meeting to note in the minutes of the meeting 
a special disclosure or statement. 
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10. “Personal Beneficial Interest” means any interest, other than financial, which 
would affect the action of the official or employee, except if that interest is based 
solely on the responsibility of his/her town office or employment.  Membership 
in or affiliation with a social, fraternal, charitable, service, educational, religious, 
governmental or similar non-profit organization is not deemed to automatically 
create a presumption of personal interest unless the official employee is also 
an employee of the organization. 

 
11. “Probable Cause” is defined by determining whether the facts would warrant a 

reasonable person to believe that a Town official, officer, or employee violated 
this Code; the belief should be more than mere suspicions, but less than proof 
beyond a reasonable doubt. 

 
12. “Respondent” means any person accused of violating this Code. 
 
13. “Town Official, Officer, or Employee” means an individual whether elected or 

appointed, whether paid or unpaid, full or part time, including members of 
boards, commissions, and committees in the service of the Town of Ledyard. 

 
 

SECTION 4. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 

1. Persons governed by this Code shall not engage in or participate in any business or 
transaction, nor have an interest, direct or indirect, which is incompatible with the proper 
discharge of that person or persons independent judgement or action in the performance 
of that person or persons’ official duties. 
 
2.  Persons governed by this Code shall not be financially interested or have any personal 
beneficial interest, in any contract or purchase order for any supplies, materials, 
equipment or contractual services furnished to or used by the board, agency or 
commission of which that person or persons is or are an employee(s). 

 
     It is further provided, notwithstanding the above, that the Mayor of the Town of 
Ledyard, members of the Town Council of the Town of Ledyard, members of the Board of 
Education of the Town of Ledyard shall not be financially interested, or have any personal 
beneficial interest, either directly or indirectly, in any contract or purchase order for any 
supplies, materials equipment or contractual services furnished to or used by any board, 
agency, or commission of the Town of Ledyard. 
 

A. A Town official, officer, or employee shall refrain from voting upon or otherwise 
participating in any matter on behalf of the municipality if he/she, a member of 
his/her immediate family, or a business with which the person is associated has 
a financial or personal interest in the transaction or contract, including but not 
limited to the sale of real estate, material, supplies, or services to the 
municipality. 
 
     If such participation is within the scope of the municipal official’s or municipal 
employee’s official responsibility, he or she shall be required to provide written 
disclosure, that sets forth in detail the nature and extent of such interest, to the 
Town clerk. 

 
     Notwithstanding the prohibition in subsection 3(a) a Town official, officer, or 
employee may vote or otherwise participate in a matter if it involves a 
determination of general policy, and the interest is shared with a substantial 
segment of the population of the Town of Ledyard. 

 
B. Persons governed by this Code shall not accept or receive, directly or indirectly, 

from any person or business to which any contract or purchase order may be 
awarded by the Town of Ledyard or any of its boards, agencies, or commissions 
any money, rebate, or gifts, or any promise, obligation, or contract for future 
reward or compensation. 
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     No Town officials or employees shall accept a gift or engage in private 
employment or render services when the gift, employment, or services are 
incompatible with the proper discharge of the official duties of the Town official 
or Town employee or could tend to impair independence of judgement or action 
by the Town official or Town employee, in the performance of his or her official 
duties.  If a prohibited gift is offered to a Town official or a Town employee, he 
or she shall refuse it, return it, or pay the donor the market value of the gift. 

 
C. To avoid even the appearance of impropriety or creation of a situation that 

would be contrary to the declared policy and purpose of this Code, a Town 
Official or Town employee, not otherwise restrained by the Code, shall exercise 
care when appearing before other Agencies and shall disclose whether he or 
she is appearing in his or her official capacity or as a private citizen. 

 
D. Persons governed by this Code who have a financial or personal interest in any 

transactions or contract with the Town, including but not limited to the sale of 
real estate, materials, supplies, or services to the Town, on which that person 
or persons may be called upon to act in that persons official capacity shall not 
vote or otherwise participate in the transaction on behalf of the Town.  That 
person (or persons) shall declare on the record that person (or persons) has or 
have a conflict of interest. 

 
E. Persons governed by this Code shall not request or permit the use of Town 

owned vehicles, equipment, facilities, materials, or property for personal 
convenience or profit, except when such are available to the public generally, 
or provided a municipal policy for the use of such Town official/employee in the 
interest of the Town. 

 
F. No Town official or Town employee shall use his or her position or office and 

any confidential information acquired by a Town official or Town employee 
through his or her office or position to further such official’s or employee’s 
personal or financial interest, or interest of his or her spouse, child, child’s 
spouse, parent, grandparent, brother or sister or a business with which the 
person is associated. 

 
G. No Town official or Town employee may appoint or hire or participate in 

influencing the appointment or hiring of his or her spouse, child, child’s spouse, 
parent, grandparent, brother or sister or a business with which the person is 
associated for any type of employment with the Town, including by contract, 
unless the contract is competitively bid.  No Town official or Town employee 
may directly supervise his or her family member or any business with which the 
person is associated.  No Town official or Town employee may exercise 
authority or make recommendations with regard to personnel actions involving 
such family member or any business with which the person is associated. 

 
H. No Town official or Town employee, or a member of his or her immediate family, 

or a business with which the person is associated shall enter into a contract 
with the Town valued at five hundred (500) dollars or more, other than a contract 
of employment as a Town employee, or pursuant to a court appointment, unless 
the contract has been awarded through a process of public notice and 
competitive bidding. 

 
I. No persons in their capacities as Town official or Town employee shall 

represent anyone, other than the Town, concerning any matter before any 
board, commission, council, committee, or department of the Town.  Nothing 
herein shall prohibit or restrict a Town official or Town employee from appearing 
before any board, commission, council, committee, or department of the Town 
on his or her own behalf, or on behalf of a member of his or her immediate 
family, or from being a party in any action, proceeding or litigation brought by 
or against such Town official or Town employee to which the Town is a party. 
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J. No former Town official or Town employee member shall represent anyone for 
compensation before any Town board, commission, council, committee, or 
department in which he or she was formerly employed at any time within a 
period of one (1) year after termination of his or her service with the Town. 

 
K. No former Town official or Town employee shall represent anyone other than 

the Town concerning any particular matter in which he or she participated 
personally and substantially while in Town service. 

 
L. No former Town official or Town employee shall disclose or use confidential 

information acquired in the course of and by reason of his or her official duties, 
for financial gain for himself or herself or others. 

 
M.  No former Town official or Town employee who participated substantially in the 

negotiation or award of a Town contract obliging the Town to pay an amount of 
twenty-five thousand (25,000) dollars or more, or who supervised the 
negotiation or award of such contract shall seek or accept employment with a 
party to the contract other than the Town for a period of one (1) year after his 
or her resignation from Town office or position if his or her resignation occurs 
less than one year after the contract is signed 

 
N. Willful violation by any such officer or employee of the provisions of this Code 

shall be grounds his/her removal in accordance with Chapter IX, Section 6 of 
the Town Charter.  Violation of this section with the knowledge, express or 
implied, of any person or corporation participating in such contract, transaction, 
or decision shall render the same voidable by the Town Council, or by a court 
of competent jurisdiction. 

 
 
SECTION 5.  ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ETHICS COMMISSION 
 

1.  Purpose 
 

An Ethics Commission is hereby established to investigate specific 
charge(s) and complaints concerning allegations of violations of this Code 
under this ordinance as identified and assigned by the Town Council and/or the 
Mayor. 

 
2.  Membership 

 
The Ethics Commission shall be comprised of five (5) regular members and 

two (2) alternates of whom shall be electors of the Town.  No member shall hold 
or campaign for any public office, hold office in any political party, serve as an 
officer of any other Town Committee, Commission, and Board, or be part of the 
immediate family of any Town official and Town employee.  Political minority 
rules shall apply for the membership of this commission. 
 

Members will serve without compensation except for authorized expenses 
in conjunction with their duties. 

 
3.  Terms of Appointment 

 
Members shall be appointed by the Town Council for a term of three (3) 

years and shall commence to serve their terms immediately upon appointment 
and shall serve until their successor has qualified or are removed by the Town 
Council. 
 

In making the original appointments under this ordinance, the Town Council 
shall designate two (2) regular members to serve for three (3) years, two (2) 
regular members to serve for two (2) years; one (1) regular member to serve 
for (1) year; one (1) alternate member to serve for three (3) years and one 
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alternate member to serve for two (2) years.  Thereafter, vacancies shall be 
filled for a three (3) year term. 
 

Any vacancy on the Commission, other than by expiration of term, shall be 
filled for the unexpired portion of the term by the Town Council with priority 
given to maintain the structure above. 
 

The Town Council may remove members for cause and fill the vacancy per 
Chapter III, Section 6 of the Town Charter. 
 

Cause for removal shall include, but is not limited to, unexcused absence 
from three (3) consecutive meetings.  It shall be the responsibility of the 
Chairman of the Commission to notify the Town council when a member has 
not properly performed his/her duties. 
 

Within thirty (30) days of the appointment of this Commission, an 
Organization Meeting of said Commission shall be held at which members shall 
choose a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary.  Any vacancy in any such 
office shall be filled by from its regular membership. 

 
4.  Authority/Duties 

 
The Town of Ledyard Ethics Commission shall be authorized to perform the 

following: 
 

 Review assignments and determine whether or not the Ethics Commission 
would have jurisdiction, if the allegation(s) is true, and if it would be a 
violation of this Code. 

 

 Consult with the Town Attorney or an Attorney, and other professionals 
specially appointed by the Town Council to conduct its duties on 
assignments. 

 

 Request the Attorney provide advisory opinions with regard to the 
requirements of this Code pertaining to the subject assignment.  Advisory 
opinions rendered by the Town Attorney, until amended or revoked by the 
Ethics Commission, shall be binding and shall be deemed to be final 
decisions. 

 

 Conduct hearings, and issue subpoenas or subpoenas pursuant to Sections 
7-148(c)(10)(B) of the Connecticut General Statutes. 

 

 Compile and maintain a record with the Town Clerk of all reports, advisory 
opinions, statements, and memoranda filed by and with the Commission to 
facilitate public access to such reports and statements. 

 

 Report to the Town Council when an investigation is complete, and a 
decision is rendered. 

 

 Annually report to the Town Council on the status of investigations; 
summarizing the activities of the commission. 

 

 All Agendas and Minutes of the Ethics Commission are public information 
and will be made available to the public through the Town’s meeting portal 
and the Town Clerk’s Office in accordance with Sections 1-200, 1-225 of the 
Connecticut General Statutes.  Executive session discussion will be 
confidential. 

 
 

 
5.  Procedures 
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a.  Filing of Complaints 
 

Complaints of violation of the code of Ethics related to unethical behavior 
concerning any official, officer, or employee of the Town of Ledyard may be made 
by any person and shall be made in person on a form prescribed by the 
Commission and signed under penalty of false statement before one of the 
following: 

1.  A judge of a court of record 
2. A clerk or a deputy clerk of a court having a seal; 
3. A Town Clerk; 
4. A public notary; 
5. An attorney admitted to the bar of this state 
6. A justice of the peace 

 
     No complaint may be made under the code unless it is filed with the 
Commission within three (3) years after the violation alleged in the complaint has 
been committed.  If multiple violations are alleged, the three (3) year limitation shall 
be applied separately to each such alleged violation.   

 
The Complaint shall include: 

 Name of the person accused (respondent) 

 Name of the person filing the complaint 

 The specific acts alleged to constitute the violation of Section 4 of this 
code, and when they occurred. 

 Whether or not these allegations have been presented to other 
administrative or judicial authorities. 

 
     The Town Council or Mayor shall, within ten (10) business days of receiving 
complaint, forward the specific charge(s) and complaints concerning allegations of 
violations of this Code under this ordinance to the Ethics Commission under the 
heading of “Confidential Materials”. 

 
b.  Evaluation and Acknowledgement 

 
i. Within thirty (30) business days of the receipt of the specific 

charge(s) and/or complaints, the Ethics Commission shall call a 
meeting to evaluate if the filing is or is not in proper form. 

 
ii. If the complaint is not in the proper form and/or the Ethics 

Commission determines that the allegations, even if true, would not 
constitute a violation of this Code then the Ethics Commission shall 
dismiss the complaint and duly notify the complainant in writing, with 
a copy to the Town Council, of said fact and the reasons thereof; by 
registered or certified mail not later than ten (10) business days after 
said decision.  Allegations applicable to other administrative, or 
judicial authority will be referred to the proper authority. 

 
iii. If the Ethics Commission determines that the complaint is in proper 

form and the allegations, if true would, constitute a violation of this 
Code then the Ethics Commission shall, not later than ten (10) 
business days after said determination, provide a copy of the 
complaint by registered or certified mail to all respondents against 
whom such complaint is filed and shall provide notice of the receipt 
of such complaint to the complainant.  The respondent(s) shall have 
ten (10) business days to submit any response to the Ethics 
Commission. 

 
iv. If the Complaint is applicable to this Code, the Town Council shall 

request the Ethics Commission convene a meeting within fourteen 
(14) business days of the issuance of notification to the complainant. 
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c.  Investigation of Probable Cause-Confidential Investigation 
 

All information supplied to or received from the Ethics Commission during 
their evaluation or investigation shall remain confidential, as specified by 
provisions of the Connecticut General Statues, Section 1-82a, in relation to 
operations of a Commission of Ethics, unless the Commission makes a finding 
of probable cause for a hearing, or unless the respondent requests in writing 
that the entire record and any hearings be open to the public. 

 
The Ethics Commission shall within thirty (30) business days from the 

receipt of the assignment evaluate the complaint to determine whether the 
person who is the subject of the complaint is under the jurisdiction of the Ethics 
Commission; whether the act(s) alleged in the complaint, if proven, would 
constitute a violation of the Code. 

 
If the Ethics Commission accepts jurisdiction, it shall so advise both the 

complainant and respondent by certified mail and provide a copy of the 
complaint (and any other information submitted by the complainant) to the 
respondent.  The Ethics Commission shall advise that complainant and the 
respondent by certified mail that it will conduct a probable cause determination 
and invite the respondent to provide any information the respondent deems 
relevant to the Commissions determination of probable cause.  Such 
information must be submitted to the Commission within twenty-one (21) 
business days of notification.  

 
Within thirty (30) business days after the response period specified in the 

previous paragraph, the Ethics Commission shall meet to determine if there is 
probable cause that a violation of the Code has occurred.  In so doing, the 
Ethics Commission shall only consider the information submitted by the 
complainant and the respondent.   

 
If the Ethics Commission does not find probable cause of a violation of the 

Code, it shall so notify both the complainant and the respondent.  Such 
notification shall be made in writing within five (5) business days of such 
determination.  Upon a finding of no probable cause, the case file will be sealed 
and all matters pertaining thereto shall remain confidential. 

 
If the Ethics Commission determines, by three (3) affirmative votes that 

there is probable cause of a violation of the code, it shall so notify both the 
complainant and respondent in writing within five (5) business days of such 
determination. 

 
Within thirty (30) business days of a finding of probable cause, the Ethics 

Commission shall schedule a hearing to determine if a violation of the Code 
has occurred.  The Ethics Commission shall notify both the complainant and 
the respondent of the date, time, and place of such hearing.  Such notification 
shall be made in writing within five (5) business days of the scheduling of the 
hearing. 

 
All notifications under this section shall be sent via certified mail, return 

receipt requested. 
 
If the Ethics Commission determines that a violation of the Code has 

occurred, an investigation shall be conducted within (90) business days of 
determining the complaint is in violation of this Code. 

 
In the conduct of its investigation, the Ethics Commission shall have the 

power to hold hearings, administer oaths, examine witnesses, receive oral and 
documentary evidence, subpoena witnesses, and to require the production for 
examination by the Commission of any books and papers as permitted by law 
which are relevant in any manner under investigation or in question. 
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All parties and witnesses shall be duly sworn under oath prior to testifying 
before the Commission. 

 
During the investigation, the complainant shall be allowed to present 

evidence, including documents and witnesses.  The respondent(s) shall have 
the right to appear and be heard and offer any information which may tend to 
clear the respondent of probable cause to believe that the respondent has 
violated any provision of the Code of Ethics.  The respondent shall be allowed 
to present evidence, including documents and witnesses. The respondent shall 
be allowed to examine and cross-examine witnesses presented and be allowed 
to offer before the Ethics Commission any evidence or witnesses on their 
behalf.  This investigation shall be confidential pursuant to Connecticut General 
Statutes, Section 1-82a. 

 
i. No probable cause 

 
If the Ethics Commission finds no probable cause it shall within five 
(5) business days advise the complainant and the respondent of its 
finding and a summary of the reasons therefore and the complaint 
and the record of investigation shall remain confidential. 

 
ii. Probable cause 

 
If the Ethics Commission finds probable cause by the concurring vote 
of three (3) out of five (5) voting members, it shall within five (5) 
business days of such determination notify both the complainant and 
the respondent in writing. 
 
Within thirty (30) days of finding of probable cause, the Ethics 
Commission shall schedule a hearing to determine if a violation of 
the Code has occurred.  The Ethics Commission shall notify both the 
complainant and the respondent of the date, time, and place of such 
hearing.  Such notification shall be made in writing within five (5) 
business days of the scheduling of the hearing. 
 
It shall also fix a date for a hearing on a complaint.  It shall give notice 
of that date to the complainant and respondent.  Such date shall be 
not less than thirty (30) business days following notice, nor more than 
ninety (90) business days after the finding of probable cause. 

 
d.  Hearings 

 
The Ethics Commission shall conduct a hearing to determine if a violation 

of the code has occurred.  All hearings shall be opened to the public and 
recorded in a manner to be determined by the Ethics Commission. 

 
Hearings shall not be subject to rules of court, except the rights: 
i. Of an accused to confront and cross-examine his/her accuser. 
ii. Of every witness or party to be represented by an attorney at law of 

his/her choice, 
iii. Of every witness to decline to answer questions in accordance with 

the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 
 

     In all other respects, hearings shall be conducted by the Ethics Commission, 
with the advice and assistance of the Town Attorney acting through its 
Chairperson, in order to facilitate the prompt and fair disposition of the 
proceedings. 

 
     While conducting a hearing of an alleged violation of this Code, the Ethics 
Commission shall have the authority to administer oaths, examine witnesses, 
receive oral and documentary evidence. 
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     The Ethics Commission shall have the authority to issue subpoenas or 
subpoenas duces tecum enforceable upon application to the Superior Court for 
the State of Connecticut, to compel attendance of persons at hearings and the 
production of books, documents, records, and papers, pursuant to Sections 7-
148(c)(10)(B) of the Connecticut General Statutes, subject to the inherent 
power of the commission to decline or limit such request where it is merely 
duplicative or is unnecessarily burdensome or harassing and not likely to lead 
to evidence which will aid the Commission in its determination. 

 
e.  Finding/Sanctions 

 
     No finding of violation of this Code shall be made except upon concurring 
vote of five (5) out of five (5) members of the Ethics Commission.  The 
Chairperson shall render the finding of the Ethics Commission within thirty (30) 
business days after conclusion of the hearing. 

 
     A copy of the finding shall be sent to the complainant, respondent, and the 
Town of Ledyard. 

 
     Upon finding of a violation of any provision of the Code, the Ethics 
Commission will refer the matter to the appropriate appointing or supervisory 
authority.  The authority affected will report within thirty (30) business days to 
the Ethics Commission the action taken, if any.  Violators of the Code of Ethics 
are subject to penalties that may consist of an order to cease and desist the 
violation, to pay a civil penalty of up to the maximum allowed per state law per 
violation, censure, reprimand, suspension without pay, termination of 
employment and/or removal from appointed office.  Additionally, the 
commission may refer violators to the proper authorities for further civil or 
criminal action.  If the commission finds unethical conduct by a paid consultant 
or business performing work for the Town, it can disbar the consultant or 
business from doing business with the Town for up to 10 years. 

 
     Persons subject to this code found not to be in violation of this code will be 
reimbursed by the Town of Ledyard for their reasonable legal fees, except no 
legal fees shall be paid for any services rendered before a finding of probable 
cause. 

 
f.  Appeals 
 
     Any person aggrieved by any final decision of the Ethics Commission may 
appeal such decision in accordance with the provisions of Sections 4-175 or 
Section 4-183 of the Connecticut General Statutes.  If successful, any and all 
reasonable legal fees will be paid by the Town of Ledyard. 

 
SECTION 6. SEVERABILITY 
 
 If any part of this Code or Ordinance shall be held by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid, such holding shall not be deemed to invalidate the remaining 
provisions hereof. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted by the Ledyard Town Council on: 
 
 

__________________________ 
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S. Naomi Rodriguez, Chairman 
 
 
 

__________________________ 
Fred B. Allyn, III, Mayor 
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CHAPTER III  

THE TOWN COUNCIL 

SECTION 9.  INVESTIGATION 

The Town Council shall have power to investigate all offices and agencies of the Town 

and for such purposes shall have the power to call witnesses to appear before the Town Council to 

testify on any matter under investigation.  The Chairman, or chairman pro-tempore, upon 

authorization of the Town Council, shall have the power, for such investigation, to issue 

subpoenas, and, at his request, any judge of the Superior Court may compel the appearance of 

witnesses and the production of books, records, and papers. 

 

CHAPTER IX 

TRANSITION AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

SECTION 6.  CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Any elected or appointed officer or any employee of the Town who has a financial interest 

or personal benefit, direct or indirect, in any contract, transaction, or decision of any board or 

commission to which the Town is a party, shall disclose publicly that interest to the appropriate 

board or commission and the Town Council in advance of discussion or action on the matter, which 

shall record such disclosure upon the official record of its meetings.  The Town Council may by 

ordinance specify what is, or what is not, a conflict of interest for officials and employees of the 

Town. 

Willful violation by any such officer or employee of the provisions of this section shall be 

grounds for his removal.  Violation of this section with the knowledge, express or implied, of any 

person or corporation participating in such contract, transaction, or decision shall render the same 

voidable by the Town Council, or by a court of competent jurisdiction. 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 
CONNECTICUT 

  

Code of Ethics 

Acknowledgement Form  
   
 
I, ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name of Member, Employee, Vendor or Consultant 
 
 
Member of :_______________________________________________________________________ 
                                       Name of Committee, Commission, Board   
 
 
Employee of the Town of Ledyard ____________________________________________________ 
      Name of Department  

 

Vendor: __________________________________________________________________________ 

         Name of Company 

 

Consultant: _______________________________________________________________________ 

         Name of Company 

 

 

I Acknowledge that I have received and read the Town of Ledyard’s Code of Ethics 

 

Signed: _____________________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 Signature of Member, Employee, Vendor or Consultant 

 

 

 

 

Please Return Completed Form to 

Town of Ledyard Town Clerk’s Office 

741 Colonel Ledyard Highway, Ledyard, Connecticut 06339 

 

     Town Clerk's Office Use 

 

 

Received by the Town Clerk’ Office: ________________________________________ Date: ______________ 

            Signature of Town Clerk or Assistant Town Clerk 
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1 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
AGENCY LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL 

2019 SESSION 
 

Document Name  

2019 AAC Municipal Ethics 
 

Agency  
Office of State Ethics 

Agency Priority (See instructions) 
1 

Contact Person/Unit  
Carol Carson, Executive Director 

Telephone  
860-263-2400 
 

Email Address:  Carol.Carson@ct.gov 

Title of Proposal  
AAC Municipal Ethics 

Statutory Reference  
Proposal Type 

 X  New           Resubmittal 

 
ATTACH COPY OF FULLY DRAFTED BILL (Required for review) 

APPROVAL OF OTHER AFFECTED AGENCY (Attach additional approvals if necessary) 

Agency  
N/A 

Agency Contact (Name and Title) 
N/A 

Attach Summary of Agency Comments 
Contact Date  
N/A 

Summary of Proposal (Include background information) 
 
To require that all municipalities adopt a municipal code of ethics that has, at a minimum, basic ethics 

provisions that would apply to municipal officials and employees.  Municipalities have an option to 

draft their own minimum provisions, as described in the proposal, or adopt model minimum provisions 

included in the proposal. 

 

During 2018, the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board Subcommittee on Municipal Ethics 

(“Subcommittee”) held numerous meetings during which it discussed with various stakeholders 

their views concerning municipal ethics.  In addition, the Subcommittee conducted a survey of all 

Connecticut municipalities regarding their treatment of municipal ethics matters.  Based on the these 

discussions and the results of the survey, the Subcommittee determined that, at this time, the best 

approach concerning municipal ethics is to require all municipalities in Connecticut to have a Code 

of Ethics that, at a minimum, has certain basic ethics provisions. 

 

The proposed minimum ethics provisions are commonly used in any governmental ethics code.  In 

fact, the results of the municipal ethics survey indicate that a large number of municipalities, both 

cities and towns, already have these basic provisions in their existing ethics codes.  However, there is 

still a considerable segment of Connecticut municipalities that do not have an ethics code in place. 

 

Reason for Proposal (Include significant policy and programmatic impacts) 
 
Section 1.  Requires all municipalities to adopt, by a certain date, a municipal code of ethics that 

has, at a minimum, basic ethics provisions that would apply to municipal officials and employees.  

Municipalities have an option to draft their own minimum provisions, as described in subsection (b) 

of this section, or adopt model minimum provisions provided for in section 2 of this act.  The 

section sets forth certain deadlines for compliance with these requirements. 
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Section 2.  Provides for the model minimum provisions that a municipality may adopt to be in 

compliance with the requirements of section 1 of this act. 

   

Section 3.  Requires municipalities, by a certain date, to report their compliance with the provisions 

of this act to the Office of State Ethics and include a copy of their local ethics code with such 

report.  By a specified date, the Office of State Ethics has to inform the Legislature of the municipal 

compliance with the requirements of this act.    

 

Section 4.  Provides for an ethics education instructor who will be employed by the Office of State 

Ethics to provide ethics trainings to all municipalities on the minimum ethics provisions set forth in 

this act. 
 

Significant Fiscal Impacts 
 

Municipal: None 
Federal:   None 
State:   Funding for one ethics education instructor who will be employed 
by the Office of State Ethics. 

 

39



3 

AN ACT CONCERNING MUNICIPAL ETHICS. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 

Section 1. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2019) (a) On or before October 1, 
2020, each municipality shall adopt a code of ethics that contains, at a 
minimum, the provisions described in subsection (b) of this section. If a 
municipality adopted or adopts an ethics code prior to October 1, 2020, 
that contains the minimum provisions described in subsection (b) of this 
section, such municipality shall be in compliance with the requirements of 
this section.  If, on or before October 1, 2020, a municipality adopts the 
model minimum provisions, as contained in section 2 of this act, such 
municipality shall be in compliance with the requirements of this section.   

(b) The following minimum provisions shall be contained in a code of 
ethics that is adopted by a municipality pursuant to subsection (a) of this 
section:  

(1) A conflict of interest provision that prohibits a municipal official or 
employee of the municipality from participating in any matter in which 
such municipal official or employee, his or her immediate family 
members, or any businesses with which the official or employee is 
associated, has a personal or financial interest, other than an interest of a 
de minimis nature valued less than one hundred dollars, or an interest 
that is not distinct from that of a substantial segment of the municipality’s 
population, which does not include any group of municipal government 
employees; 

(2) a disclosure and recusal provision that requires the written disclosure 
of a conflict of interest by a municipal official or employee of the 
municipality and the recusal from participating in any decision-making 
concerning a matter that presents a conflict of interest; 

(3) a gift provision that prohibits a municipal official or employee of the 
municipality from soliciting or accepting anything of value that could 
reasonably be expected to influence the actions or judgment of such 
municipal official or employee;  

(4) a use of property provision that prohibits a municipal official or 
employee of the municipality from using municipal property in any 
manner that benefits himself or herself, his or her immediate family 
members, or any businesses with which the official or employee is 
associated, to a degree that is greater than a member of the general public 
when such property is made available to the general public;  
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(5) a use of office or position provision that prohibits a municipal official 
or employee of the municipality from using his or her office or position 
and any confidential information acquired by a municipal official or 
employee of the municipality through his or her office or position to 
further such official's or employee's own personal or financial interests, or 
interests of his or her immediate family members, or any businesses with 
which the official or employee is associated;  

(6) a nepotism provision that prohibits a municipal official or employee of 
the municipality from appointing or hiring, or participating in influencing 
appointment or hiring of an immediate family member for any type of 
employment with the municipality, including by contract, unless the 
contract is competitively bid.  The provision shall prohibit a municipal 
official or employee of the municipality from serving in a direct 
supervisory capacity over an immediate family member, or exercising 
authority or make recommendations with regard to personnel actions 
involving such family member;  

(7) a contracting provision that prohibits a municipal official or employee 
of the municipality, his or her immediate family members, or any 
businesses with which the official or employee is associated, from entering 
into any contract with the municipality in which such municipal official or 
municipal employee holds a municipal office or position, valued at five 
hundred dollars or more, other than a contract of employment as a 
municipal employee, or pursuant to a court appointment, unless the 
contract has been awarded through an open and public process; 

(8) a representation of private interests provision, other than self-
representation or representation of an immediate family member, that 
prohibits a municipal official or employee of the municipality from 
representing anyone in any matter before any municipal board, 
commission, council or department; and 

(9) post-employment provisions that prohibit former municipal official or 
employee of the municipality from (A) representing anyone for 
compensation before any municipal board, commission, council, 
committee or department in which he or she was formerly employed at 
any time within a period of one year after termination of his or her service 
with the municipality;  (B) representing anyone other than the 
municipality, concerning any particular matter which the official or 
employee participated personally and substantially while in municipal 
service or employment, and in which the municipality has a substantial 
interest; (C) accepting employment with a party to the contract valued at 
an amount of twenty-five thousand dollars or more, other than the 
municipality, for a period of one year after his or her resignation from 
municipal office or position if the former official or employee participated 
substantially in the negotiation or award of such contract and his or her 
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resignation occurs less than one year after the contract is signed; and (D) 
disclosing or using confidential information acquired in the course of and 
by reason of his or her official duties, for anyone’s financial gain or 
benefit. 

Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2019) Any municipality that adopts a 
code of ethics that contains the model minimum provisions shall be in 
compliance with the requirements of section 1 of this act. The following 
provisions shall constitute the model minimum provisions: 

Definitions: 

(1) “Business with which the person is associated” means any sole 
proprietorship, partnership, firm, corporation, trust or other entity 
through which business for profit or not for profit is conducted in which 
the municipal official or employee of the municipality or member of his or 
her immediate family is a director, officer, owner, limited or general 
partner, beneficiary of a trust or holder of stock constituting five per cent 
or more of the total outstanding stock of any class, provided, the 
municipal official or employee of the municipality, or member of his or 
her immediate family, shall not be deemed to be associated with a not for 
profit entity solely by virtue of the fact that the municipal official or 
employee of the municipality or member of his or her immediate family is 
an unpaid director or officer of the not for profit entity. "Officer" refers 
only to the president, executive or senior vice president or treasurer of 
such business, and to any person who exercises exclusive control over 
such business.    

(2) “Confidential information” means any information in the possession of 
a  municipality, a municipal employee, or a municipal official, whatever 
its form, which (1) is mandatorily non-disclosable to the general public 
under a municipal regulation, ordinance, policy or provision, or state or 
federal statute or regulation, or non-disclosable pursuant to municipal 
contract or order of any court of competent jurisdiction; or (2) falls within 
a category of permissibly non-disclosable information under the Freedom 
of Information Act, Chapter 3 of the Connecticut General Statutes, and 
which the appropriate municipal board, commission, council or 
department or individual has decided not to disclose to the general public. 

(3) “Financial interest” means any interest with a monetary value of one 
hundred dollars or more or that generates a financial gain or loss of one 
hundred dollars or more per person in a calendar year. 

(4) “Gift” means anything of value, which is directly and personally 
received, unless consideration of equal or greater value is given in return. 
“Gift” does not include: 
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(A) A political contribution otherwise reported as required by law or a 
donation or payment as described in subdivision (9) or (10) of subsection 
(b) of section 9-601a of the general statutes; 

(B) Services provided by persons volunteering their time, if provided to 
aid or promote the success or defeat of any political party, any candidate 
or candidates for public office or the position of convention delegate or 
town committee member or any referendum question; 

(C) A commercially reasonable loan made on terms not more favorable 
than loans made in the ordinary course of business; 

(D) A gift received from (i) an individual's spouse, fiance or fiancee, (ii) 
the parent, grandparent, brother or sister of such spouse or such 
individual, or (iii) the child of such individual or the spouse of such child; 

(E) Goods or services that are provided to the municipality and facilitate 
governmental action or functions; 

(F) A certificate, plaque or other ceremonial award costing less than one 
hundred dollars; 

(G) A rebate, discount or promotional item available to the general public; 

(H) Printed or recorded informational material germane to governmental 
actions or functions; 

(I) A meal provided at an event or the registration or entrance fee to 
attend such an event, in which the municipal official or employee of the 
municipality participates in his or her official capacity; 

(J) A meal provided in the home by an individual who resides in the 
municipality; 

(K) A gift, including, but not limited to, food or beverage, or both, 
provided by an individual for the celebration of a major life event such as 
the birth or adoption of a child, a wedding, a confirmation or a bar or bat 
mitzvah, a funeral, or retirement from municipal employment or service, 
provided any such gift provided by an individual who is not a member of 
the family of the recipient shall not exceed five hundred dollars. As used 
in this subparagraph, “major life event” shall not include any event that 
occurs on an annual basis such as an anniversary except personal gifts of 
up to twenty-five dollars per occasion, aggregating no more than fifty 
dollars per recipient in a calendar year, shall be permitted to a minor 
incident to a birthday or other traditional gift-giving occasion such as 
Christmas or Chanukah; 
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(L) Anything of value provided by an employer of (i) a municipal official, 
(ii) a municipal employee, or (iii) a spouse of a municipal official or 
municipal employee, to such official, employee or spouse, provided such 
benefits are customarily and ordinarily provided to others in similar 
circumstances;  

(M) Anything having a value of not more than ten dollars, provided the 
aggregate value of all things provided by a donor to a recipient under this 
subparagraph in any calendar year shall not exceed fifty dollars; or 

(5) “Immediate family” means any spouse, child or dependent relative 
who resides in the individual's household. 

(6) “Individual” means a natural person. 

(7) "Person” means an individual, sole proprietorship, trust, corporation, 
limited liability company, union, association, firm, partnership, 
committee, club or other organization or group of persons. 

(8) “Personal interest” means an interest in any action taken by the 
municipality in which an individual will derive a nonfinancial benefit or 
detriment but which will result in the expenditure of municipal funds.  

(9) “Municipal employee” means a person employed, whether part time 
or full time, by a municipality or a political subdivision thereof. 

(10) “Municipal official” means an elected or appointed official, whether 
paid or unpaid or part time or full time, of a municipality or political 
subdivision thereof, including candidates for the office and includes a 
district officer elected pursuant to section 7-327 of the general statutes. 

Minimum Provisions: 

(1) (A) A municipal official or municipal employee shall refrain from 
voting upon or otherwise participating in any matter on behalf of the 
municipality if he or she, a member of his or her immediate family, or a 
business with which the person is associated, has a financial or personal 
interest in the transaction or contract, including, but not limited to, the 
sale of real estate, material, supplies or services to the municipality.  

(B) If such participation is within the scope of the municipal official’s or 
municipal employee’s official responsibility, he or she shall be required to 
provide written disclosure, that sets forth in detail the nature and extent of 
such interest, to the town clerk.  

(C) Notwithstanding the prohibition in subparagraph (A) of this 
subdivision, a municipal official or municipal employee may vote or 
otherwise participate in a matter that involves a determination of general 
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policy if the official’s or employee’s interest in the matter is shared with a 
substantial segment of the population of the municipality and is not 
limited any group of municipal government employees. 

(2) (A) No municipal official or municipal employee shall solicit or accept 
any gift from any person who, to his or her knowledge, has personal or 
financial interest in any pending matter within such official’s or 
employee’s official responsibility, or could reasonably be expected to 
influence the actions or judgment of such municipal official or employee. 

(B) If a prohibited gift is offered to a municipal official or municipal 
employee, he or she shall refuse it, return it, or pay the donor the market 
value of the gift. Alternatively, such prohibited gift may be considered a 
gift to the municipality provided it remains in the municipality's 
possession permanently.   

(3) No municipal official or municipal employee shall request or permit 
the use of municipally-owned vehicles, equipment, facilities, materials or 
property for personal convenience or profit, or that of his or her 
immediate family members, or any businesses with which the person is 
associated, except when such are available to the public generally or are 
provided as municipal policy for the use of such municipal official or 
municipal employee in the conduct of official business. 

(4) No municipal official or municipal employee shall use his or her 
position or office and any confidential information acquired by a 
municipal official or municipal employee through his or her office or 
position to further such official’s or employee’s personal or financial 
interests, or interests of his or her spouse, child, child's spouse, parent, 
grandparent, brother or sister or a business with which the person is 
associated. 

(5) No municipal official or municipal employee may appoint or hire, or 
participate in influencing the appointment or hiring of his or her spouse, 
child, child's spouse, parent, grandparent, brother or sister or a business 
with which the person is associated for any type of employment with the 
municipality, including by contract, unless the contract is competitively 
bid.  No municipal official or municipal employee may directly supervise 
his or her family member or any business with which the person is 
associated. No municipal official or municipal employee may exercise 
authority or make recommendations with regard to personnel actions 
involving such family member or any business with which the person is 
associated. 

(6) No municipal official or municipal employee, or a member of his or her 
immediate family, or a business with which the person is associated shall 
enter into a contract with the municipality valued at five hundred dollars 
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or more, other than a contract of employment as a municipal employee, or 
pursuant to a court appointment, unless the contract has been awarded 
through a process of public notice and competitive bidding. 

(7) No municipal official or municipal employee shall represent anyone, 
other than the municipality, concerning any matter before any board, 
commission, council, committee or department of the municipality. 

(8) Nothing herein shall prohibit or restrict a municipal official or 
municipal employee from appearing before any board, commission, 
council, committee or department of the municipality on his or her own 
behalf, or on behalf of a member of his or her immediate family, or from 
being a party in any action, proceeding or litigation brought by or against 
such municipal official or municipal employee to which the municipality 
is a party. 

(9) No former municipal official or municipal employee shall represent 
anyone for compensation before any municipal board, commission, 
council, committee or department in which he or she was formerly 
employed at any time within a period of one year after termination of his 
or her service with the municipality. 

(10) No former municipal official or municipal employee shall represent 
anyone other than the municipality concerning any particular matter in 
which he or she participated personally and substantially while in 
municipal service. 

(11) No former municipal official or municipal employee shall disclose or 
use confidential information acquired in the course of and by reason of his 
or her official duties, for financial gain for himself or herself or others. 

(12) No former municipal official or municipal employee who participated 
substantially in the negotiation or award of a municipal contract obliging 
the municipality to pay an amount of twenty-five thousand dollars or 
more, or who supervised the negotiation or award of such contract shall 
seek or accept employment with a party to the contract other than the 
municipality for a period of one year after his or her resignation from 
municipal office or position if his or her resignation occurs less than one 
year after the contract is signed.  

Sec. 3. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2019) (a) Not later than January 15, 2021, 
each municipality shall submit a notice to the Office of State Ethics stating 
whether the municipality has complied with the requirements of section 1 
of this act.  Such notice shall include a copy of such municipality's code of 
ethical conduct that includes the minimum provisions described in 
subsection (b) of section 1 of this act. 
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(b) Not later than January 1, 2022, the Office of State Ethics shall submit a 
report, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general 
statutes, to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having 
cognizance of matters relating to ethics. Such report shall indicate the 
status of the compliance of each municipality with the requirement of 
section 1 of this act. 

Sec. 4. (NEW) (Effective October 1, 2019) Not later than October 1, 2020, the 
Office of State Ethics shall employ an ethics education instructor, who 
shall be in classified state service, to conduct municipal ethics education 
program, at least annually, for municipal officials and employees for the 
purpose of educating such officials or employees as to the requirements of 
the minimum provisions described in subsection (b) of section 1 of this 
act.  The Office of State Ethics shall be appropriated sufficient funds to 
support the municipal ethics education program described in this section.   
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CHAPTER 10* 

CODES OF ETHICS 

PART I* 

CODE OF ETHICS FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS 

*Cited. 18 CA 212. 

Sec. 1-79. Definitions. The following terms, when used in this part, have the 

following meanings unless the context otherwise requires: 

(1) “Blind trust” means a trust established by a public official or state employee or 

member of his or her immediate family for the purpose of divestiture of all control and 

knowledge of assets. 

(2) “Business with which he is associated” means any sole proprietorship, 

partnership, firm, corporation, trust or other entity through which business for profit or 

not for profit is conducted in which the public official or state employee or member of 

his or her immediate family is a director, officer, owner, limited or general partner, 

beneficiary of a trust or holder of stock constituting five per cent or more of the total 

outstanding stock of any class, provided, a public official or state employee, or member 

of his or her immediate family, shall not be deemed to be associated with a not for profit 

entity solely by virtue of the fact that the public official or state employee or member 

of his or her immediate family is an unpaid director or officer of the not for profit entity. 

“Officer” refers only to the president, executive or senior vice president or treasurer of 

such business. 

(3) “Candidate for public office” means any individual who has filed a declaration of 

candidacy or a petition to appear on the ballot for election as a public official, or who 

has raised or expended money in furtherance of such candidacy, or who has been 

nominated for appointment to serve as a public official, but does not include a candidate 

for the office of senator or representative in Congress. 

(4) “Board” means the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board established in section 1-80. 

(5) “Gift” means anything of value, which is directly and personally received, unless 

consideration of equal or greater value is given in return. “Gift” does not include: 

(A) A political contribution otherwise reported as required by law or a donation or 

payment as described in subdivision (9) or (10) of subsection (b) of section 9-601a; 
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(B) Services provided by persons volunteering their time, if provided to aid or 

promote the success or defeat of any political party, any candidate or candidates for 

public office or the position of convention delegate or town committee member or any 

referendum question; 

(C) A commercially reasonable loan made on terms not more favorable than loans 

made in the ordinary course of business; 

(D) A gift received from (i) an individual's spouse, fiancé or fiancée, (ii) the parent, 

grandparent, brother or sister of such spouse or such individual, or (iii) the child of such 

individual or the spouse of such child; 

(E) Goods or services (i) that are provided to a state agency or quasi-public agency 

(I) for use on state or quasi-public agency property, or (II) that support an event or the 

participation by a public official or state employee at an event, and (ii) that facilitate 

state or quasi-public agency action or functions. As used in this subparagraph, “state 

property” means property owned by the state or a quasi-public agency or property 

leased to a state agency or quasi-public agency; 

(F) A certificate, plaque or other ceremonial award costing less than one hundred 

dollars; 

(G) A rebate, discount or promotional item available to the general public; 

(H) Printed or recorded informational material germane to state action or functions; 

(I) Food or beverage or both, costing less than fifty dollars in the aggregate per 

recipient in a calendar year, and consumed on an occasion or occasions at which the 

person paying, directly or indirectly, for the food or beverage, or his representative, is 

in attendance; 

(J) Food or beverage or both, costing less than fifty dollars per person and consumed 

at a publicly noticed legislative reception to which all members of the General 

Assembly are invited and which is hosted not more than once in any calendar year by a 

lobbyist or business organization. For the purposes of such limit, (i) a reception hosted 

by a lobbyist who is an individual shall be deemed to have also been hosted by the 

business organization which such lobbyist owns or is employed by, and (ii) a reception 

hosted by a business organization shall be deemed to have also been hosted by all 

owners and employees of the business organization who are lobbyists. In making the 

calculation for the purposes of such fifty-dollar limit, the donor shall divide the amount 

spent on food and beverage by the number of persons whom the donor reasonably 

expects to attend the reception; 
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(K) Food or beverage or both, costing less than fifty dollars per person and consumed 

at a publicly noticed reception to which all members of the General Assembly from a 

region of the state are invited and which is hosted not more than once in any calendar 

year by a lobbyist or business organization. For the purposes of such limit, (i) a 

reception hosted by a lobbyist who is an individual shall be deemed to have also been 

hosted by the business organization which such lobbyist owns or is employed by, and 

(ii) a reception hosted by a business organization shall be deemed to have also been 

hosted by all owners and employees of the business organization who are lobbyists. In 

making the calculation for the purposes of such fifty-dollar limit, the donor shall divide 

the amount spent on food and beverage by the number of persons whom the donor 

reasonably expects to attend the reception. As used in this subparagraph, “region of the 

state” means the established geographic service area of the organization hosting the 

reception; 

(L) A gift, including, but not limited to, food or beverage or both, provided by an 

individual for the celebration of a major life event, provided any such gift provided by 

an individual who is not a member of the family of the recipient does not exceed one 

thousand dollars in value; 

(M) Gifts costing less than one hundred dollars in the aggregate or food or beverage 

provided at a hospitality suite at a meeting or conference of an interstate legislative 

association, by a person who is not a registrant or is not doing business with the state 

of Connecticut; 

(N) Admission to a charitable or civic event, including food and beverage provided 

at such event, but excluding lodging or travel expenses, at which a public official or 

state employee participates in his or her official capacity, provided such admission is 

provided by the primary sponsoring entity; 

(O) Anything of value provided by an employer of (i) a public official, (ii) a state 

employee, or (iii) a spouse of a public official or state employee, to such official, 

employee or spouse, provided such benefits are customarily and ordinarily provided to 

others in similar circumstances; 

(P) Anything having a value of not more than ten dollars, provided the aggregate 

value of all things provided by a donor to a recipient under this subdivision in any 

calendar year does not exceed fifty dollars; 

(Q) Training that is provided by a vendor for a product purchased by a state or quasi-

public agency that is offered to all customers of such vendor; 

(R) Travel expenses, lodging, food, beverage and other benefits customarily provided 

by a prospective employer, when provided to a student at a public institution of higher 
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education whose employment is derived from such student's status as a student at such 

institution, in connection with bona fide employment discussions; or 

(S) Expenses of a public official, paid by the party committee of which party such 

official is a member, for the purpose of accomplishing the lawful purposes of the 

committee. As used in this subparagraph, “party committee” has the same meaning as 

provided in subdivision (2) of section 9-601 and “lawful purposes of the committee” 

has the same meaning as provided in subsection (g) of section 9-607. 

(6) “Immediate family” means any spouse, children or dependent relatives who reside 

in the individual's household. 

(7) “Individual” means a natural person. 

(8) “Member of an advisory board” means any individual (A) appointed by a public 

official as an advisor or consultant or member of a committee, commission or council 

established to advise, recommend or consult with a public official or branch of 

government or committee thereof, (B) who receives no public funds other than per diem 

payments or reimbursement for his or her actual and necessary expenses incurred in the 

performance of his or her official duties, and (C) who has no authority to expend any 

public funds or to exercise the power of the state. 

(9) “Person” means an individual, sole proprietorship, trust, corporation, limited 

liability company, union, association, firm, partnership, committee, club or other 

organization or group of persons. 

(10) “Political contribution” has the same meaning as in section 9-601a except that 

for purposes of this part, the provisions of subsection (b) of said section shall not apply. 

(11) “Public official” means any state-wide elected officer, any member or member-

elect of the General Assembly, any person appointed to any office of the legislative, 

judicial or executive branch of state government by the Governor or an appointee of the 

Governor, with or without the advice and consent of the General Assembly, any public 

member or representative of the teachers' unions or state employees' unions appointed 

to the Investment Advisory Council pursuant to subsection (a) of section 3-13b, any 

person appointed or elected by the General Assembly or by any member of either house 

thereof, any member or director of a quasi-public agency and the spouse of the 

Governor, but does not include a member of an advisory board, a judge of any court 

either elected or appointed or a senator or representative in Congress. 

(12) “Quasi-public agency” means Connecticut Innovations, Incorporated, the 

Connecticut Health and Education Facilities Authority, the Connecticut Higher 

Education Supplemental Loan Authority, the Connecticut Student Loan Foundation, the 
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Connecticut Housing Finance Authority, the State Housing Authority, the Materials 

Innovation and Recycling Authority, the Capital Region Development Authority, the 

Connecticut Lottery Corporation, the Connecticut Airport Authority, the Connecticut 

Health Insurance Exchange, the Connecticut Green Bank, the Connecticut Port 

Authority, the Connecticut Municipal Redevelopment Authority, the State Education 

Resource Center and the Paid Family and Medical Leave Insurance Authority. 

(13) “State employee” means any employee in the executive, legislative or judicial 

branch of state government, whether in the classified or unclassified service and 

whether full or part-time, and any employee of a quasi-public agency, but does not 

include a judge of any court, either elected or appointed. 

(14) “Trust” means a trust in which any public official or state employee or member 

of his immediate family has a present or future interest which exceeds ten per cent of 

the value of the trust or exceeds fifty thousand dollars, whichever is less, but does not 

include blind trusts. 

(15) “Business organization” means a sole proprietorship, corporation, limited 

liability company, association, firm or partnership, other than a client lobbyist, that is 

owned by, or employs, one or more individual lobbyists. 

(16) “Client lobbyist” means a lobbyist on behalf of whom lobbying takes place and 

who makes expenditures for lobbying and in furtherance of lobbying. 

(17) “Necessary expenses” means a public official's or state employee's expenses for 

an article, appearance or speech or for participation at an event, in his official capacity, 

which shall be limited to necessary travel expenses, lodging for the nights before, of 

and after the appearance, speech or event, meals and any related conference or seminar 

registration fees. 

(18) “Lobbyist” and “registrant” shall be construed as defined in section 1-91. 

(19) “Legal defense fund” means a fund established for the payment of legal expenses 

of a public official or state employee incurred as a result of defending himself or herself 

in an administrative, civil, criminal or constitutional proceeding concerning matters 

related to the official's or employee's service or employment with the state or a quasi-

public agency. 

(20) “State agency” means any office, department, board, council, commission, 

institution, constituent unit of the state system of higher education, technical education 

and career school or other agency in the executive, legislative or judicial branch of state 

government. 
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(21) “Confidential information” means any information in the possession of the state, 

a state employee or a public official, whatever its form, which (A) is required not to be 

disclosed to the general public under any provision of the general statutes or federal 

law; or (B) falls within a category of permissibly nondisclosable information under the 

Freedom of Information Act, as defined in section 1-200, and which the appropriate 

agency, state employee or public official has decided not to disclose to the general 

public. 

Sec. 1-79a. Calculation of dollar limit on gifts. For purposes of calculating the 

dollar limits under the exceptions to the term “gift” under sections 1-79 and 1-91 any 

expenditure provided by a lobbyist who is an individual shall be deemed to have also 

been provided by the business organization which he owns or by which he is employed, 

and any expenditure provided by a business organization shall be deemed to have also 

been provided by all owners and employees of the business organization who are 

lobbyists. 

Sec. 1-80. Office of State Ethics. Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board. Members; 
appointment; qualifications; vacancies; compensation; restrictions. Hearings. (a) 

There shall be established an Office of State Ethics. Said office shall consist of an 

executive director, general counsel, ethics enforcement officer and such other staff as 

hired by the executive director. Within the Office of State Ethics, there shall be the 

Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board that shall consist of nine members, appointed as 

follows: One member shall be appointed by the speaker of the House of 

Representatives, one member by the president pro tempore of the Senate, one member 

by the majority leader of the Senate, one member by the minority leader of the Senate, 

one member by the majority leader of the House of Representatives, one member by 

the minority leader of the House of Representatives, and three members by the 

Governor. Members shall be appointed to serve a four-year term commencing on 

October first of the year in which the prior four-year term expires. Any member may 

be reappointed. No more than five members shall be members of the same political 

party. 

(b) All members shall be electors of the state. No member shall be a state employee. 

No member or employee of said board shall (1) hold or campaign for any public office; 

(2) have held public office or have been a candidate for public office for a three-year 

period prior to appointment; (3) hold office in any political party or political committee 

or be a member of any organization or association organized primarily for the purpose 

of influencing legislation or decisions of public agencies; or (4) be an individual who 

is a registrant as defined in subdivision (17) of section 1-91. For purposes of this 

subsection, “public office” does not include the offices of justice of the peace or notary 

public. 
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(c) Any vacancy on the board shall be filled by the appointing authority having the 

power to make the original appointment within thirty days. 

(d) The board shall elect a chairperson who shall, except as provided in subsection 

(b) of section 1-82 and subsection (b) of section 1-93, preside at meetings of the board 

and a vice-chairperson to preside in the absence of the chairperson. Six members of the 

board shall constitute a quorum. Except as provided in subdivision (3) of subsection (a) 

of section 1-81, subsections (a) and (b) of section 1-82, subsection (b) of section 1-88, 

subsection (e) of section 1-92, subsections (a) and (b) of section 1-93 and subsection 

(b) of section 1-99, a majority vote of the members shall be required for action of the 

board. The chairperson or any three members may call a meeting. 

(e) Any matter before the board, except hearings held pursuant to the provisions of 

subsection (b) of section 1-82 or subsection (b) of section 1-93, may be assigned by the 

board to two of its members to conduct an investigation or hearing, as the case may be, 

to ascertain the facts and report thereon to the board with a recommendation for action. 

Any hearing held pursuant to this subsection shall be held in accordance with the 

provisions of chapter 54. 

(f) Members of the board shall be compensated at the rate of two hundred dollars per 

day for each day they attend a meeting or hearing and shall receive reimbursement for 

their necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of their official duties. 

(g) The board shall not be construed to be a board or commission within the meaning 

of section 4-9a. 

(h) The members and employees of the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board and the 

Office of State Ethics shall adhere to the following code of ethics under which the 

members and employees shall: (1) Observe high standards of conduct so that the 

integrity and independence of the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board and the Office of 

State Ethics may be preserved; (2) respect and comply with the law and conduct 

themselves at all times in a manner which promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the board and the Office of State Ethics; (3) be faithful to the law 

and maintain professional competence in the law; (4) be unswayed by partisan interests, 

public clamor or fear of criticism; (5) maintain order and decorum in proceedings of the 

board and Office of State Ethics; (6) be patient, dignified and courteous to all persons 

who appear in board or Office of State Ethics proceedings and with other persons with 

whom the members and employees deal in their official capacities; (7) refrain from 

making any statement outside of a board or Office of State Ethics proceeding, which 

would have a likelihood of prejudicing a board or Office of State Ethics proceeding; (8) 

refrain from making any statement outside of a board or Office of State Ethics 

proceeding that a reasonable person would expect to be disseminated by means of 
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public communication if the member or employee should know that such statement 

would have a likelihood of materially prejudicing or embarrassing a complainant or a 

respondent; (9) preserve confidences of complainants and respondents; (10) exercise 

independent professional judgment on behalf of the board and Office of State Ethics; 

and (11) represent the board and Office of State Ethics competently. 

(i) No member or employee of the board or Office of State Ethics may make a 

contribution, as defined in section 9-601a, to any state employee, public official, 

candidate for state-wide office or candidate for the office of representative or senator in 

the General Assembly. 

(j) Members of the board shall recuse themselves from participating in any 

proceeding or matter undertaken pursuant to this chapter that involves the person who 

appointed such member to the board. 

(k) No former member of the board may represent any business or person, other than 

himself or herself, before the board for a period of one year following the end of such 

former member's service on the board. No business or person that appears before the 

board shall employ or otherwise engage the services of a former member of the board 

for a period of one year following the end of such former member's service on the board. 

(l) No member of the board may hold any other position in state employment for a 

period of one year following the end of such member's service on the board, including, 

but not limited to, service as a member on a state board or commission, service as a 

judge of the Superior Court or service as a state agency commissioner. The provisions 

of this subsection shall not be construed to prohibit any former board member from 

holding a volunteer or unpaid position in state service within one year of the end of his 

or her service on the board. 

(m) Upon request of any aggrieved party, the board may delay the effect of any 

decision rendered by the board for a period not to exceed seven days following the 

rendering of such decision. 

Secs. 1-80b to 1-80d. State Ethics Commission member serving as Citizen's 

Ethics Advisory Board member; Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board member 

appointment by Governor. Appointment of interim executive director. Transfer 
of State Ethics Commission staff. Sections 1-80b to 1-80d, inclusive, are repealed, 

effective October 1, 2021. 

Sec. 1-80e. Designation of judge trial referees. The Chief Court Administrator shall 

designate ten judge trial referees who shall be available to the Office of State Ethics to: 

(1) Preside over and rule at any hearing of the Office of State Ethics; and (2) make 
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findings as to probable cause following any investigation conducted by the ethics 

enforcement officer of the Office of State Ethics. 

(Sec. 1-81. Duties of the board, Office of State Ethics. Employment of executive 

director, general counsel, ethics enforcement officer. Legal and enforcement 

divisions of the Office of State Ethics. Regulations. State personnel training in 

ethics. (a) The board and general counsel and staff of the Office of State Ethics shall: 

(1) Compile and maintain an index of all reports, advisory opinions, informal staff 

letters, memoranda issued in accordance with subsection (b) of section 1-82 and 

statements filed by and with the Office of State Ethics to facilitate public access to such 

reports and advisory opinions, informal staff letters, memoranda statements as provided 

by this part; 

(2) Preserve advisory opinions and informal staff letters, permanently; preserve 

memoranda issued in accordance with subsection (b) of section 1-82 and statements and 

reports filed by and with the board for a period of five years from the date of receipt; 

(3) Upon the concurring vote of a majority of the board present and voting, issue 

advisory opinions with regard to the requirements of this part or part IV of this chapter, 

upon the request of any person subject to the provisions of this part or part IV of this 

chapter, and publish such advisory opinions in the Connecticut Law Journal. Advisory 

opinions rendered by the board, until amended or revoked, shall be binding on the board 

and shall be deemed to be final decisions of the board for purposes of appeal to the 

superior court, in accordance with the provisions of section 4-175 or 4-183. Any 

advisory opinion concerning the person who requested the opinion and who acted in 

reliance thereon, in good faith, shall be binding upon the board, and it shall be an 

absolute defense in any criminal action brought under the provisions of this part or part 

IV of this chapter, that the accused acted in reliance upon such advisory opinion; 

(4) Respond to inquiries and provide advice regarding the code of ethics either 

verbally or through informal letters; 

(5) Provide yearly training to all state employees regarding the code of ethics; 

(6) Make legislative recommendations to the General Assembly and report annually, 

not later than February fifteenth, to the Governor summarizing the activities of the 

Office of State Ethics; and 

(7) Meet not less than once per month with the office's executive director and ethics 

enforcement officer. 
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(b) The Office of State Ethics may enter into such contractual agreements as may be 

necessary for the discharge of its duties, within the limits of its appropriated funds and 

in accordance with established procedures. 

(c) The Office of State Ethics shall employ an executive director, general counsel and 

ethics enforcement officer, each of whom shall be exempt from classified state service. 

The ethics enforcement officer shall be a member of the bar of this state. The salary for 

the executive director, general counsel and the ethics enforcement officer shall be 

determined by the Commissioner of Administrative Services in accordance with 

accepted personnel practices. No one person may serve in more than one of the positions 

described in this subsection. The Office of State Ethics may employ necessary staff 

within available appropriations. Such necessary staff of the Office of State Ethics shall 

be in classified state service. 

(d) The executive director, described in subsection (c) of this section, shall be 

appointed by the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board for an open-ended term. Such 

appointment shall not be made until all the initial board members appointed to terms 

commencing on October 1, 2005, are appointed by their respective appointing 

authorities, pursuant to subsection (a) of section 1-80. The board shall annually evaluate 

the performance of the executive director, in writing, and may remove the executive 

director, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 67. 

(e) The general counsel and ethics enforcement officer described in subsection (c) of 

this section, and other staff of the Office of State Ethics shall be appointed by the 

executive director of the Office of State Ethics. The executive director shall annually 

evaluate the performance of the general counsel, ethics enforcement officer and such 

other staff, in writing, and may remove the general counsel or ethics enforcement 

officer, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 67, or such other staff, in 

accordance with any applicable collective bargaining agreement. 

(f) There shall be a legal division within the Office of State Ethics. The legal division 

shall provide the board with legal advice on matters before said board and shall 

represent the board in all matters in which the board is a party, without the assistance 

of the Attorney General unless the board requests such assistance. The legal division 

shall, under the direction of the general counsel, provide information and written and 

verbal opinions to persons subject to the code and to the general public. The general 

counsel, described in subsection (c) of this section, shall supervise such division. The 

investigation or instigation of a complaint may not occur solely because of information 

received by the legal division. 

(g) There shall be an enforcement division within the Office of State Ethics. The 

enforcement division shall be responsible for investigating complaints brought to or by 
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the board. The ethics enforcement officer, described in subsection (c) of this section, 

shall supervise the enforcement division. The ethics enforcement officer may represent 

the Office of State Ethics before the Superior Court in an appeal of any ruling or finding 

pursuant to, or any matter arising under, section 1-82, 1-93, or 1-101nn, provided the 

board is not a party in such appeal. The enforcement division shall employ such 

attorneys and investigators, as necessary, within available appropriations, and may refer 

matters to the office of the Chief State's Attorney, as appropriate. 

(h) The Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board shall adopt regulations in accordance with 

chapter 54 to carry out the purposes of this part. Such regulations shall not be deemed 

to govern the conduct of any judge trial referee in the performance of such judge trial 

referee's duties pursuant to this chapter. 

(i) The general counsel shall, in consultation with the executive director of the Office 

of State Ethics, oversee yearly training of all state personnel in the code of ethics, 

provide training on the code of ethics to other individuals or entities subject to the code 

and shall make recommendations as to public education regarding ethics. 

Sec. 1-81a. Recommended appropriations. Allotments. (a) Notwithstanding any 

provision of the general statutes, the appropriations recommended for the Office of 

State Ethics shall be the estimates of expenditure requirements transmitted to the 

Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management by the executive director of the 

Office of State Ethics and the recommended adjustments and revisions of such 

estimates shall be the recommended adjustments and revisions, if any, transmitted by 

said executive director to the Office of Policy and Management. 

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, the Governor shall not 

reduce allotment requisitions or allotments in force concerning the Office of State 

Ethics. 

Sec. 1-81b. Summary of ethics laws re bidders, proposers and state 
contractors. The Office of State Ethics shall develop a plain language summary of state 

ethics laws concerning (1) persons, firms and corporations submitting bids or proposals 

for state contracts, and (2) state contractors. The Office of State Ethics shall publish 

said summary on the Office of State Ethics' web site. 

 

Sec. 1-81c. Mandatory ethics training for public officials. Frequency. 

Exception. Not later than December 31, 2010, the Office of State Ethics shall establish 

and administer a program of mandatory training on the code of ethics for public officials 

as set forth in chapter 10. Such program shall provide such training to members of the 

General Assembly upon first election to the General Assembly, and for all members of 
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the General Assembly every four years beginning in 2011, except that, in the event there 

is a significant revision of the code of ethics for public officials, as determined by the 

Joint Committee on Legislative Management, said committee shall request that the 

Office of State Ethics conduct a training for all members of the General Assembly 

before the date of the next regularly scheduled training. 

Sec. 1-82. Complaints. Procedure. Time limits. Investigation; notice; hearings. 
Attorneys' fees. Damages for complaints without foundation. (a)(1) Upon the 

complaint of any person on a form prescribed by the board, signed under penalty of 

false statement, or upon its own complaint, the ethics enforcement officer of the Office 

of State Ethics shall investigate any alleged violation of this part, section 1-101bb or 

section 1-101nn. Not later than five days after the receipt or issuance of such complaint, 

the board shall provide notice of such receipt or issuance and a copy of the complaint 

by registered or certified mail to any respondent against whom such complaint is filed 

and shall provide notice of the receipt of such complaint to the complainant. When the 

ethics enforcement officer of the Office of State Ethics undertakes an evaluation of a 

possible violation of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn prior to the filing of 

a complaint, the subject of the evaluation shall be notified not later than five business 

days after an Office of State Ethics staff member's first contact with a third party 

concerning the matter. 

(2) In the conduct of its investigation of an alleged violation of this part, section 1-

101bb or section 1-101nn, the Office of State Ethics shall have the power to hold 

hearings, administer oaths, examine witnesses and receive oral and documentary 

evidence. The Office of State Ethics may subpoena witnesses under procedural rules 

adopted by the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board as regulations in accordance with the 

provisions of chapter 54 to compel attendance before the Office of State Ethics and to 

require the production for examination by the ethics enforcement officer of the Office 

of State Ethics of any books and papers which the Office of State Ethics deems relevant 

in any matter under investigation or in question, provided any such subpoena is issued 

either pursuant to a majority vote of the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board or pursuant to 

the signature of the chairperson of such board. The vice-chairperson of such board may 

sign any such subpoena if the chairperson of such board is unavailable. In the exercise 

of such powers, the Office of State Ethics may use the services of the state police, who 

shall provide the same upon the office's request. The Office of State Ethics shall make 

a record of all proceedings conducted pursuant to this subsection. The ethics 

enforcement officer of the Office of State Ethics may bring any alleged violation of this 

part before a judge trial referee assigned by the Chief Court Administrator for such 

purpose for a probable cause hearing. Such judge trial referee shall be compensated in 

accordance with the provisions of section 52-434 from such funds as may be available 

to the Office of State Ethics. Any witness summoned before the Office of State Ethics 

or a judge trial referee pursuant to this subsection shall receive the witness fee paid to 
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witnesses in the courts of this state. During any investigation conducted pursuant to this 

subsection or any probable cause hearing conducted pursuant to this subsection, the 

respondent shall have the right to appear and be heard and to offer any information 

which may tend to clear the respondent of probable cause to believe the respondent has 

violated any provision of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn. The respondent 

shall also have the right to be represented by legal counsel and to examine and cross-

examine witnesses. Not later than ten days prior to the commencement of any hearing 

conducted pursuant to this subsection, the Office of State Ethics shall provide the 

respondent with a list of its intended witnesses. Any finding of probable cause to believe 

the respondent is in violation of any provisions of this part shall be made by a judge 

trial referee not later than thirty days after the ethics enforcement officer brings such 

alleged violation before such judge trial referee, except that such thirty-day limitation 

period shall not apply if the judge trial referee determines that good cause exists for 

extending such limitation period. 

(b) If a judge trial referee determines that probable cause exists for the violation of a 

provision of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn, the board shall initiate 

hearings to determine whether there has been a violation of this part, section 1-101bb or 

section 1-101nn. Any such hearing shall be initiated by the board not later than thirty 

days after the finding of probable cause by a judge trial referee and shall be concluded 

not later than ninety days after its initiation, except that such thirty or ninety-day 

limitation period shall not apply if the judge trial referee determines that good cause 

exists for extending such limitation period. A judge trial referee, who has not taken part 

in the probable cause determination on the matter shall be assigned by the Chief Court 

Administrator and shall be compensated in accordance with section 52-434 out of funds 

available to the Office of State Ethics. Such judge trial referee shall preside over such 

hearing and rule on all issues concerning the application of the rules of evidence, which 

shall be the same as in judicial proceedings. The judge trial referee shall have no vote 

in any decision of the board. All hearings of the board held pursuant to this subsection 

shall be open. At such hearing the board shall have the same powers as the Office of 

State Ethics under subsection (a) of this section and the respondent shall have the right 

to be represented by legal counsel, to compel attendance of witnesses and the 

production of books, documents, records and papers and to examine and cross-examine 

witnesses. Not later than ten days prior to the commencement of any hearing conducted 

pursuant to this subsection, the Office of State Ethics shall provide the respondent with 

a list of its intended witnesses. The judge trial referee shall, while engaged in the 

discharge of the duties as provided in this subsection, have the same authority as is 

provided in section 51-35 over witnesses who refuse to obey a subpoena or to testify 

with respect to any matter upon which such witness may be lawfully interrogated, and 

may commit any such witness for contempt for a period no longer than thirty days. The 

Office of State Ethics shall make a record of all proceedings pursuant to this subsection. 
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During the course of any such hearing, no ex-parte communication shall occur between 

the board, or any of its members, and: (1) The judge trial referee, or (2) any staff 

member of the Enforcement Division of the Office of State Ethics, concerning the 

complaint or the respondent. The board shall find no person in violation of any 

provision of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn except upon the concurring 

vote of two-thirds of its members present and voting. No member of the board shall 

vote on the question of whether a violation of any provision of this part has occurred 

unless such member was physically present for the duration of any hearing held 

pursuant to this subsection. Not later than forty-five days after the public hearing 

conducted in accordance with this subsection, the board shall publish its finding and a 

memorandum of the reasons therefor. Such finding and memorandum shall be deemed 

to be the final decision of the board on the matter for the purposes of chapter 54. The 

respondent, if aggrieved by the finding and memorandum, may appeal therefrom to the 

Superior Court in accordance with the provisions of section 4-183. 

(c) If a judge trial referee finds, after a hearing pursuant to this section, that there is 

no probable cause to believe that a public official or state employee has violated a 

provision of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn, or if the board determines 

that a public official or state employee has not violated any such provision, or if a court 

of competent jurisdiction overturns a finding by the board of a violation by such a 

respondent, the state shall pay the reasonable legal expenses of the respondent as 

determined by the Attorney General or by the court if appropriate. If any complaint 

brought under the provisions of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn is made 

with the knowledge that it is made without foundation in fact, the respondent shall have 

a cause of action against the complainant for double the amount of damage caused 

thereby and, if the respondent prevails in such action, the respondent may be awarded 

by the court the costs of such action together with reasonable attorneys' fees. 

(d) No complaint may be made under this section later than five years after the 

violation alleged in the complaint has been committed. 

(e) No person shall take or threaten to take official action against an individual for 

such individual's disclosure of information to the board or the general counsel, ethics 

enforcement officer or staff of the Office of State Ethics under the provisions of this 

part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn. After receipt of information from an 

individual under the provisions of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn, the 

Office of State Ethics shall not disclose the identity of such individual without such 

individual's consent unless the Office of State Ethics determines that such disclosure is 

unavoidable during the course of an investigation. No person shall be subject to civil 

liability for any good faith disclosure that such person makes to the Office of State 

Ethics. 
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Sec. 1-82a. Confidentiality of complaints, evaluations of possible violations and 
investigations. Publication of findings. (a) Unless a judge trial referee makes a finding 

of probable cause, a complaint alleging a violation of this part, section 1-101bb or 

section 1-101nn shall be confidential except upon the request of the respondent. An 

evaluation of a possible violation of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn by 

the Office of State Ethics prior to the filing of a complaint shall be confidential except 

upon the request of the subject of the evaluation. If the evaluation is confidential, any 

information supplied to or received from the Office of State Ethics shall not be disclosed 

to any third party by a subject of the evaluation, a person contacted for the purpose of 

obtaining information or by the ethics enforcement officer or staff of the Office of State 

Ethics. No provision of this subsection shall prevent the Office of State Ethics from 

reporting the possible commission of a crime to the Chief State's Attorney or other 

prosecutorial authority. 

(b) An investigation conducted prior to a probable cause finding shall be confidential 

except upon the request of the respondent. If the investigation is confidential, the 

allegations in the complaint and any information supplied to or received from the Office 

of State Ethics shall not be disclosed during the investigation to any third party by a 

complainant, respondent, witness, designated party, or board or staff member of the 

Office of State Ethics. 

(c) Not later than three business days after the termination of the investigation, the 

Office of State Ethics shall inform the complainant and the respondent of its finding 

and provide them a summary of its reasons for making that finding. The Office of State 

Ethics shall publish its finding upon the respondent's request and may also publish a 

summary of its reasons for making such finding. 

(d) If a judge trial referee makes a finding of no probable cause, the complaint and 

the record of the Office of State Ethics' investigation shall remain confidential, except 

upon the request of the respondent and except that some or all of the record may be 

used in subsequent proceedings. No complainant, respondent, witness, designated 

party, or board or staff member of the Office of State Ethics shall disclose to any third 

party any information learned from the investigation, including knowledge of the 

existence of a complaint, which the disclosing party would not otherwise have known. 

If such a disclosure is made, the judge trial referee may, after consultation with the 

respondent if the respondent is not the source of the disclosure, publish the judge trial 

referee's finding and a summary of the judge trial referee's reasons therefor. 

(e) The judge trial referee shall make public a finding of probable cause not later than 

five business days after any such finding. At such time the entire record of the 

investigation shall become public, except that the Office of State Ethics may postpone 

examination or release of such public records for a period not to exceed fourteen days 

64

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-101bb
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-101nn
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-101bb
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-101nn


for the purpose of reaching a stipulation agreement pursuant to subsection (c) of 

section 4-177. Any such stipulation agreement or settlement shall be approved by a 

majority of those members present and voting. 

Sec. 1-82b. Continuation of certain probable cause hearings. Section 1-82b is 

repealed, effective October 1, 2021. 

Sec. 1-83. Statements of financial interests. Filing requirements. Ethics 
statements. Confidentiality. Waiver. (a)(1) All state-wide elected officers, members 

of the General Assembly, department heads and their deputies, members or directors of 

each quasi-public agency, members of the Investment Advisory Council and such 

members of the Executive Department and such employees of quasi-public agencies as 

the Governor shall require, shall file electronically with the Office of State Ethics using 

the software created by the office, under penalty of false statement, a statement of 

financial interests for the preceding calendar year on or before the May first next in any 

year in which they hold such an office or position. If, in any year, May first falls on a 

weekend or legal holiday, such statement shall be filed not later than the next business 

day. Any such individual who leaves his or her office or position shall file electronically 

a statement of financial interests covering that portion of the year during which such 

individual held his or her office or position. The Office of State Ethics shall notify such 

individuals of the requirements of this subsection not later than sixty days after their 

departure from such office or position. Such individuals shall file such statement 

electronically not later than sixty days after receipt of the notification. 

(2) Each state agency, department, board and commission shall develop and 

implement, in cooperation with the Office of State Ethics, an ethics statement as it 

relates to the mission of the agency, department, board or commission. The executive 

head of each such agency, department, board or commission shall be directly 

responsible for the development and enforcement of such ethics statement and shall file 

a copy of such ethics statement with the Office of State Ethics. 

(b) (1) The statement of financial interests, except as provided in subdivision (2) of 

this subsection, shall include the following information for the preceding calendar year 

in regard to the individual required to file the statement and the individual's spouse and 

dependent children residing in the individual's household: (A) The names of all 

businesses with which associated; (B) all sources of income, including the name of each 

employer, with a description of the type of income received, in excess of one thousand 

dollars, without specifying amounts of income; (C) the name of securities in excess of 

five thousand dollars at fair market value owned by such individual, spouse or 

dependent children or held in the name of a corporation, partnership or trust for the 

benefit of such individual, spouse or dependent children; (D) the existence of any 

known blind trust and the names of the trustees; (E) all real property and its location, 
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whether owned by such individual, spouse or dependent children or held in the name of 

a corporation, partnership or trust for the benefit of such individual, spouse or dependent 

children; (F) the names and addresses of creditors to whom the individual, the 

individual's spouse or dependent children, individually, owed debts of more than ten 

thousand dollars; (G) any leases or contracts with the state or a quasi-public agency 

held or entered into by the individual or a business with which he or she was associated; 

and (H) the name of any of the following that is a partner or owner of, or has a similar 

business affiliation with, the business included under subparagraph (A) of this 

subdivision: (i) Any lobbyist, (ii) any person the individual filing the statement knows 

or has reason to know is doing business with or seeking to do business with the state or 

is engaged in activities that are directly regulated by the department or agency in which 

the individual is employed, or (iii) any business with which such lobbyist or person is 

associated. 

(2) In the case of securities in excess of five thousand dollars at fair market value held 

within (A) a retirement savings plan, as described in Section 401 of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986, or any subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of the 

United States, as amended from time to time, (B) a payroll deduction individual 

retirement account plan, as described in Section 408 or 408A of said Internal Revenue 

Code, (C) a governmental deferred compensation plan, as described in Section 457 of 

said Internal Revenue Code, or (D) an education savings plan, as described in Section 

529 of said Internal Revenue Code, the names of such securities shall not be required 

to be disclosed in any statement of financial interests and only the name of such 

retirement savings plan, individual retirement account plan, deferred compensation plan 

or education savings plan holding such securities shall be required. 

(c) The statement of financial interests filed pursuant to this section shall be a matter 

of public information, except (1) the names of any dependent children residing in the 

household of the individual filing such statement shall not be subject to disclosure under 

the Freedom of Information Act, as defined in section 1-200, and (2) the list of names, 

filed in accordance with subparagraph (F) of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of this 

section shall be sealed and confidential and for the use of the Office of State Ethics only 

after a complaint has been filed under section 1-82 and such complaint has been 

determined by a vote of the board to be of sufficient merit and gravity to justify the 

unsealing of such list or lists and not open to public inspection unless the respondent 

requests otherwise. If the board reports its findings to the Chief State's Attorney in 

accordance with subsection (c) of section 1-88, the board shall turn over to the Chief 

State's Attorney such relevant information contained in the statement as may be 

germane to the specific violation or violations or a prosecutorial official may subpoena 

such statement in a criminal action. Unless otherwise a matter of public record, the 

Office of State Ethics shall not disclose to the public any such subpoena which would 

be exempt from disclosure by the issuing agency. 
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(d) Any individual who is unable to provide information required under the 

provisions of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of this section by reason of impossibility 

may petition the board for a waiver of the requirements. 

Sec. 1-84. (Formerly Sec. 1-66). Prohibited activities. Exception re employment 
of immediate family at constituent unit. (a) No public official or state employee shall, 

while serving as such, have any financial interest in, or engage in, any business, 

employment, transaction or professional activity, which is in substantial conflict with 

the proper discharge of his duties or employment in the public interest and of his 

responsibilities as prescribed in the laws of this state, as defined in section 1-85. 

(b) No public official or state employee shall accept other employment which will 

either impair his independence of judgment as to his official duties or employment or 

require him, or induce him, to disclose confidential information acquired by him in the 

course of and by reason of his official duties. 

(c) No public official or state employee shall wilfully and knowingly disclose, for 

financial gain, to any other person, confidential information acquired by him in the 

course of and by reason of his official duties or employment and no public official or 

state employee shall use his public office or position or any confidential information 

received through his holding such public office or position to obtain financial gain for 

himself, his spouse, child, child's spouse, parent, brother or sister or a business with 

which he is associated. 

(d) No public official or state employee or employee of such public official or state 

employee shall agree to accept, or be a member or employee of a partnership, 

association, professional corporation or sole proprietorship which partnership, 

association, professional corporation or sole proprietorship agrees to accept any 

employment, fee or other thing of value, or portion thereof, for appearing, agreeing to 

appear, or taking any other action on behalf of another person before the Department of 

Banking, the Office of the Claims Commissioner, the Health Systems Planning Unit of 

the Office of Health Strategy, the Insurance Department, the Department of Consumer 

Protection, the Department of Motor Vehicles, the State Insurance and Risk 

Management Board, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, the 

Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, the Connecticut Siting Council or the 

Connecticut Real Estate Commission; provided this shall not prohibit any such person 

from making inquiry for information on behalf of another before any of said 

commissions or commissioners if no fee or reward is given or promised in consequence 

thereof. For the purpose of this subsection, partnerships, associations, professional 

corporations or sole proprietorships refer only to such partnerships, associations, 

professional corporations or sole proprietorships which have been formed to carry on 

the business or profession directly relating to the employment, appearing, agreeing to 
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appear or taking of action provided for in this subsection. Nothing in this subsection 

shall prohibit any employment, appearing, agreeing to appear or taking action before 

any municipal board, commission or council. Nothing in this subsection shall be 

construed as applying (1) to the actions of any teaching or research professional 

employee of a public institution of higher education if such actions are not in violation 

of any other provision of this chapter, (2) to the actions of any other professional 

employee of a public institution of higher education if such actions are not compensated 

and are not in violation of any other provision of this chapter, (3) to any member of a 

board or commission who receives no compensation other than per diem payments or 

reimbursement for actual or necessary expenses, or both, incurred in the performance 

of the member's duties, or (4) to any member or director of a quasi-public agency. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection to the contrary, a legislator, an officer 

of the General Assembly or part-time legislative employee may be or become a member 

or employee of a firm, partnership, association or professional corporation which 

represents clients for compensation before agencies listed in this subsection, provided 

the legislator, officer of the General Assembly or part-time legislative employee shall 

take no part in any matter involving the agency listed in this subsection and shall not 

receive compensation from any such matter. Receipt of a previously established salary, 

not based on the current or anticipated business of the firm, partnership, association or 

professional corporation involving the agencies listed in this subsection, shall be 

permitted. 

(e) No legislative commissioner or his partners, employees or associates shall 

represent any person subject to the provisions of part II concerning the promotion of or 

opposition to legislation before the General Assembly, or accept any employment 

which includes an agreement or understanding to influence, or which is inconsistent 

with, the performance of his official duties. 

(f) No person shall offer or give to a public official or state employee or candidate for 

public office or his spouse, his parent, brother, sister or child or spouse of such child or 

a business with which he is associated, anything of value, including, but not limited to, 

a gift, loan, political contribution, reward or promise of future employment based on 

any understanding that the vote, official action or judgment of the public official, state 

employee or candidate for public office would be or had been influenced thereby. 

(g) No public official or state employee or candidate for public office shall solicit or 

accept anything of value, including but not limited to, a gift, loan, political contribution, 

reward or promise of future employment based on any understanding that the vote, 

official action or judgment of the public official or state employee or candidate for 

public office would be or had been influenced thereby. 
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(h) Nothing in subsection (f) or (g) of this section shall be construed (1) to apply to 

any promise made in violation of subdivision (6) of section 9-622, or (2) to permit any 

activity otherwise prohibited in section 53a-147 or 53a-148. 

(i) (1) No public official or state employee or member of the official or employee's 

immediate family or a business with which he is associated shall enter into any contract 

with the state, valued at one hundred dollars or more, other than a contract (A) of 

employment as a state employee, (B) with the Technical Education and Career System 

for students enrolled in a school in the system to perform services in conjunction with 

vocational, technical, technological or postsecondary education and training any such 

student is receiving at a school in the system, subject to the review process under 

subdivision (2) of this subsection, (C) with a public institution of higher education to 

support a collaboration with such institution to develop and commercialize any 

invention or discovery, or (D) pursuant to a court appointment, unless the contract has 

been awarded through an open and public process, including prior public offer and 

subsequent public disclosure of all proposals considered and the contract awarded. In 

no event shall an executive head of an agency, as defined in section 4-166, including a 

commissioner of a department, or an executive head of a quasi-public agency, as 

defined in section 1-79, or the executive head's immediate family or a business with 

which he is associated enter into any contract with that agency or quasi-public agency. 

Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as applying to any public official who is 

appointed as a member of the executive branch or as a member or director of a quasi-

public agency and who receives no compensation other than per diem payments or 

reimbursement for actual or necessary expenses, or both, incurred in the performance 

of the public official's duties unless such public official has authority or control over 

the subject matter of the contract. Any contract made in violation of this subsection 

shall be voidable by a court of competent jurisdiction if the suit is commenced not later 

than one hundred eighty days after the making of the contract. 

(2) The superintendent of the Technical Education and Career System shall establish 

an open and transparent process to review any contract entered into under subparagraph 

(B) of subdivision (1) of this subsection. 

(j) No public official, state employee or candidate for public office, or a member of 

any such person's staff or immediate family shall knowingly accept any gift, as defined 

in subdivision (5) of section 1-79, from a person known to be a registrant or anyone 

known to be acting on behalf of a registrant. 

(k) No public official, spouse of the Governor or state employee shall accept a fee or 

honorarium for an article, appearance or speech, or for participation at an event, in the 

public official's, spouse's or state employee's official capacity, provided a public 

official, Governor's spouse or state employee may receive payment or reimbursement 
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for necessary expenses for any such activity in his or her official capacity. If a public 

official, Governor's spouse or state employee receives such a payment or 

reimbursement for lodging or out-of-state travel, or both, the public official, Governor's 

spouse or state employee shall, not later than thirty days thereafter, file a report of the 

payment or reimbursement with the Office of State Ethics, unless the payment or 

reimbursement is provided by the federal government or another state government. If a 

public official, Governor's spouse or state employee does not file such report within 

such period, either intentionally or due to gross negligence on the public official's, 

Governor's spouse's or state employee's part, the public official, Governor's spouse or 

state employee shall return the payment or reimbursement. If any failure to file such 

report is not intentional or due to gross negligence on the part of the public official, 

Governor's spouse or state employee, the public official, Governor's spouse or state 

employee shall not be subject to any penalty under this chapter. When a public official, 

Governor's spouse or state employee attends an event in this state in the public official's, 

Governor's spouse's or state employee's official capacity and as a principal speaker at 

such event and receives admission to or food or beverage at such event from the sponsor 

of the event, such admission or food or beverage shall not be considered a gift and no 

report shall be required from such public official, spouse or state employee or from the 

sponsor of the event. 

(l) No public official or state employee, or any person acting on behalf of a public 

official or state employee, shall wilfully and knowingly interfere with, influence, direct 

or solicit existing or new lobbying contracts, agreements or business relationships for 

or on behalf of any person. 

(m) No public official or state employee shall knowingly accept, directly or 

indirectly, any gift, as defined in subdivision (5) of section 1-79, from any person the 

public official or state employee knows or has reason to know: (1) Is doing business 

with or seeking to do business with the department or agency in which the public official 

or state employee is employed; (2) is engaged in activities which are directly regulated 

by such department or agency; or (3) is prequalified under section 4a-100. No person 

shall knowingly give, directly or indirectly, any gift or gifts in violation of this 

provision. For the purposes of this subsection, the exclusion to the term “gift” in 

subparagraph (L) of subdivision (5) of section 1-79 for a gift for the celebration of a 

major life event shall not apply. Any person prohibited from making a gift under this 

subsection shall report to the Office of State Ethics any solicitation of a gift from such 

person by a state employee or public official. 

(n) (1) As used in this subsection, (A) “investment services” means investment legal 

services, investment banking services, investment advisory services, underwriting 

services, financial advisory services or brokerage firm services, and (B) “principal of 

an investment services firm” means (i) an individual who is a director of or has an 

70

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-79
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_058a.htm#sec_4a-100
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_010.htm#sec_1-79


ownership interest in an investment services firm, except for an individual who owns 

less than five per cent of the shares of an investment services firm which is a publicly 

traded corporation, (ii) an individual who is employed by an investment services firm 

as president, treasurer, or executive or senior vice president, (iii) an employee of such 

an investment services firm who has managerial or discretionary responsibilities with 

respect to any investment services, (iv) the spouse or dependent child of an individual 

described in this subparagraph, or (v) a political committee established by or on behalf 

of an individual described in this subparagraph. 

(2) The State Treasurer shall not pay any compensation, expenses or fees or issue any 

contract to any firm which provides investment services when (A) a political committee, 

as defined in section 9-601, established by such firm, or (B) a principal of the 

investment services firm has made a contribution, as defined in section 9-601a, to, or 

solicited contributions on behalf of, any exploratory committee or candidate committee, 

as defined in section 9-601, established by the State Treasurer as a candidate for 

nomination or election to the office of State Treasurer. The State Treasurer shall not 

pay any compensation, expenses or fees or issue any contract to such firms or principals 

during the term of office as State Treasurer, including, for an incumbent State Treasurer 

seeking reelection, any remainder of the current term of office. 

(o) If (1) any person (A) is doing business with or seeking to do business with the 

department or agency in which a public official or state employee is employed, or (B) 

is engaged in activities which are directly regulated by such department or agency, and 

(2) such person or a representative of such person gives to such public official or state 

employee anything having a value of more than ten dollars, such person or 

representative shall, not later than ten days thereafter, give such recipient and the 

executive head of the recipient's department or agency a written report stating the name 

of the donor, a description of the item or items given, the value of such items and the 

cumulative value of all items given to such recipient during that calendar year. The 

provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a political contribution otherwise 

reported as required by law. 

(p) (1) No public official or state employee or member of the immediate family of a 

public official or state employee shall knowingly accept, directly or indirectly, any gift 

costing one hundred dollars or more from a public official or state employee who is 

under the supervision of such public official or state employee. 

(2) No public official or state employee or member of the immediate family of a 

public official or state employee shall knowingly accept, directly or indirectly, any gift 

costing one hundred dollars or more from a public official or state employee who is a 

supervisor of such public official or state employee. 
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(3) No public official or state employee shall knowingly give, directly or indirectly, 

any gift in violation of subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection. 

(q) No public official or state employee shall intentionally counsel, authorize or 

otherwise sanction action that violates any provision of this part. 

(r) (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this section, a 

member of the faculty or a member of a faculty bargaining unit of a constituent unit of 

the state system of higher education may enter into a consulting agreement or engage 

in a research project with a public or private entity, provided such agreement or project 

does not conflict with the member's employment with the constituent unit, as 

determined by policies established by the board of trustees for such constituent unit. 

(2) The board of trustees for each constituent unit of the state system of higher 

education shall establish policies to ensure that any such member who enters such a 

consulting agreement or engages in such a research project (A) is not inappropriately 

using university proprietary information in connection with such agreement or project, 

(B) does not have an interest in such agreement or project that interferes with the proper 

discharge of his or her employment with the constituent unit, and (C) is not 

inappropriately using such member's association with the constituent unit in connection 

with such agreement or project. Such policies shall (i) establish procedures for the 

disclosure, review and management of conflicts of interest relating to any such 

agreement or project, (ii) require the approval by the chief academic officer of the 

constituent unit, or his or her designee, prior to any such member entering into any such 

agreement or engaging in any such project, and (iii) include procedures that impose 

sanctions and penalties on any member for failing to comply with the provisions of the 

policies. Annually, the internal audit office of each constituent unit shall audit the 

constituent unit's compliance with such policies and report its findings to the committee 

of the constituent unit established pursuant to subdivision (3) of this subsection. For 

purposes of this subsection, “consulting” means the provision of services for 

compensation to a public or private entity by a member of the faculty or member of a 

faculty bargaining unit of a constituent unit of the state system of higher education: (I) 

When the request to provide such services is based on such member's expertise in a 

field or prominence in such field, and (II) while such member is not acting in the 

capacity of a state employee, and “research” means a systematic investigation, 

including, but not limited to, research development, testing and evaluation, designed to 

develop or contribute to general knowledge in the applicable field of study. 

(3) There is established a committee for each constituent unit of the state system of 

higher education to monitor the constituent unit's compliance with the policies and 

procedures described in subdivision (2) of this subsection governing consulting 

agreements and research projects with public or private entities by a member of the 

72



faculty or a member of a faculty bargaining unit of such constituent unit. Each 

committee shall consist of nine members as follows: (A) Three members, appointed 

jointly by the Governor, the speaker of the House of Representatives, the president pro 

tempore of the Senate, the majority leader of the House of Representatives, the majority 

leader of the Senate, the minority leader of the House of Representatives and the 

minority leader of the Senate, who shall serve as members for each such committee; 

(B) one member appointed by the chairperson of the constituent unit's board of trustees 

from the membership of such board; (C) the chief academic officer of the constituent 

unit, or his or her designee; (D) three members appointed by the chief executive officer 

of the constituent unit; and (E) one member appointed by the chairperson of the 

Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board from the membership of such board. Members shall 

serve for a term of two years. Any vacancies shall be filled by the appointing authority. 

Each committee shall (i) review the annual reports submitted by the internal audit office 

for the constituent unit, pursuant to subdivision (2) of this subsection, (ii) make 

recommendations, annually, to the board of trustees of the constituent unit concerning 

the policies and procedures of the constituent unit established pursuant to subdivision 

(2) of this subsection, including any changes to such policies and procedures, and (iii) 

send a copy of such recommendations, in accordance with section 11-4a, to the joint 

standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to 

higher education and government administration. 

(4) The provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this section shall apply to any member 

of the faculty or member of a faculty bargaining unit of a constituent unit of the state 

system of higher education who enters such a consulting agreement or engages in such 

a research project without prior approval, as described in subdivision (2) of this 

subsection. 

(s) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section or any other provision of this part, 

a state employee who is employed at a constituent unit of the state system of higher 

education and a member of the immediate family of such state employee may be 

employed in the same department or division of such constituent unit, provided the 

constituent unit has determined that procedures have been implemented to ensure that 

any final decisions impacting the financial interests of either such state employee, 

including decisions to hire, promote, increase the compensation of or renew the 

employment of such state employee, are made by another state employee who is not a 

member of the immediate family of such state employee. 

Sec. 1-84a. Disclosure or use of confidential information by former official or 

employee. No former executive or legislative branch or quasi-public agency public 

official or state employee shall disclose or use confidential information acquired in the 

course of and by reason of his official duties, for financial gain for himself or another 

person. 
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Sec. 1-84b. Certain activities restricted after leaving public office or 
employment. (a) No former executive branch or quasi-public agency public official or 

state employee shall represent anyone other than the state, concerning any particular 

matter (1) in which he participated personally and substantially while in state service, 

and (2) in which the state has a substantial interest. 

(b) No former executive branch or quasi-public agency public official or state 

employee shall, for one year after leaving state service, represent anyone, other than the 

state, for compensation before the department, agency, board, commission, council or 

office in which he served at the time of his termination of service, concerning any matter 

in which the state has a substantial interest. The provisions of this subsection shall not 

apply to an attorney who is a former employee of the Division of Criminal Justice, with 

respect to any representation in a matter under the jurisdiction of a court. 

(c) The provisions of this subsection apply to present or former executive branch 

public officials or state employees of an agency who hold or formerly held positions 

which involve significant decision-making or supervisory responsibility. Such positions 

shall be designated as such by the agency concerned, in consultation with the Office of 

State Ethics, except that such provisions shall not apply to members or former members 

of the boards or commissions who serve ex officio, who are required by statute to 

represent the regulated industry or who are permitted by statute to have a past or present 

affiliation with the regulated industry. On or before November 1, 2021, and not less 

than annually thereafter, the head of each agency concerned, or his or her designee, 

shall submit the designation of all positions in existence on such date that are subject to 

the provisions of this subsection to the office electronically, in a manner prescribed by 

the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board. If an agency creates such a position after its annual 

submission under this subsection, the head of such agency, or his or her designee, shall 

submit the designation of the newly created position not later than thirty days after the 

creation of such position. As used in this subsection, “agency” means the Health 

Systems Planning Unit of the Office of Health Strategy, the Connecticut Siting Council, 

the Department of Banking, the Insurance Department, the Department of Emergency 

Services and Public Protection, the office within the Department of Consumer 

Protection that carries out the duties and responsibilities of sections 30-2 to 30-68m, 

inclusive, the Public Utilities Regulatory Authority, including the Office of Consumer 

Counsel, and the Department of Consumer Protection and the term “employment” 

means professional services or other services rendered as an employee or as an 

independent contractor. 

(1) No public official or state employee in an executive branch position designated 

pursuant to the provisions of this subsection shall negotiate for, seek or accept 

employment with any business subject to regulation by his agency. 
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(2) No former public official or state employee who held such a position in the 

executive branch shall, within one year after leaving an agency, accept employment 

with a business subject to regulation by that agency. 

(3) No business shall employ a present or former public official or state employee in 

violation of this subsection. 

(d) The provisions of subsection (e) of this section apply to (1) present or former 

Department of Consumer Protection public officials or state employees who hold or 

formerly held positions which involve significant decision-making or supervisory 

responsibility and designated as such by the department, in consultation with the Office 

of State Ethics, and (2) present or former public officials or state employees of other 

agencies who hold or formerly held positions which involve significant decision-

making or supervisory responsibility concerning the regulation or investigation of (A) 

any business entity (i) engaged in Indian gaming operations in the state, and (ii) in which 

a federally-recognized Indian tribe in the state owns a controlling interest, or (B) a 

governmental agency of a federally-recognized Indian tribe engaged in Indian gaming 

operations in the state, which positions are designated as such by the agency concerned, 

in consultation with the Office of State Ethics. On or before November 1, 2021, and not 

less than annually thereafter, the Commissioner of Consumer Protection and the head 

of each agency concerned, or their designees, shall submit designations of all positions 

in existence on such date that are subject to the provisions of this subsection to the office 

electronically, in a manner prescribed by the Citizen's Ethics Advisory Board. If the 

department or agency concerned creates such a position after its annual submission 

under this subsection, the Commissioner of Consumer Protection or the head of such 

agency, as applicable, or their designees, shall submit the designation of the newly 

created position not later than thirty days after the creation of such position. 

(e) (1) No Department of Consumer Protection public official or state employee or 

other public official or state employee described in subdivision (2) of subsection (d) of 

this section shall negotiate for, seek or accept employment with (A) a business entity 

(i) engaged in Indian gaming operations in the state, and (ii) in which a federally-

recognized Indian tribe in the state owns a controlling interest, or (B) a governmental 

agency of a federally-recognized Indian tribe engaged in Indian gaming operations in 

the state. 

(2) No former Department of Consumer Protection public official or state employee 

or other former public official or state employee described in subdivision (2) of 

subsection (d) of this section, who held such a position shall, within two years after 

leaving such agency, accept employment with (A) a business entity (i) engaged in 

Indian gaming operations in the state, and (ii) in which a federally-recognized Indian 
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tribe in the state owns a controlling interest, or (B) a governmental agency of a 

federally-recognized Indian tribe engaged in Indian gaming operations in the state. 

(3) As used in this subsection, “employment” means professional services or other 

services rendered as an employee or as an independent contractor. 

(f) No former public official or state employee (1) who participated substantially in 

the negotiation or award of (A) a state contract valued at an amount of fifty thousand 

dollars or more, or (B) a written agreement for the approval of a payroll deduction slot 

described in section 3-123g, or (2) who supervised the negotiation or award of such a 

contract or agreement, shall accept employment with a party to the contract or 

agreement other than the state for a period of one year after his resignation from his 

state office or position if his resignation occurs less than one year after the contract or 

agreement is signed. No party to such a contract or agreement other than the state shall 

employ any such former public official or state employee in violation of this subsection. 

(g) No member or director of a quasi-public agency who participates substantially in 

the negotiation or award of a contract valued at an amount of fifty thousand dollars or 

more, or who supervised the negotiation or award of such a contract, shall seek, accept, 

or hold employment with a party to the contract for a period of one year after the signing 

of the contract. 

(h) The provisions of subsections (a), (b) and (f) of this section shall not apply to any 

employee of a quasi-public agency who leaves such agency before July 1, 1989. The 

provisions of subsections (b) and (f) of this section shall not apply to a former state 

employee of a public institution of higher education whose employment was derived 

from such employee's status as a student at such institution. 

(i) No Treasurer who authorizes, negotiates or renegotiates a contract for investment 

services valued at an amount of fifty thousand dollars or more shall negotiate for, seek 

or accept employment with a party to the contract prior to one year after the end of the 

Treasurer's term of office within which such contract for investment services was 

authorized, negotiated or renegotiated by such Treasurer. 

(j) No former executive, judicial or legislative branch or quasi-public agency official 

or state employee convicted of any felony involving corrupt practices, abuse of office 

or breach of the public trust shall seek or accept employment as a lobbyist or act as a 

registrant pursuant to this chapter. 

(k) No former Governor shall accept employment or act as a registrant pursuant to 

the provisions of this chapter, for one year after leaving state service, on behalf of any 

business that received a contract with any department or agency of the state during such 
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Governor's term. No business shall employ a former Governor in violation of this 

subsection. 

Sec. 1-84c. Donation of goods or services to state or quasi-public agencies. 
Reporting requirement. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the donation of 

goods or services, as described in subparagraph (E) of subdivision (5) of section 1-79, 

to a state agency or quasi-public agency, the donation of the use of facilities to facilitate 

state agency or quasi-public agency action or functions or the donation of real property 

to a state agency or quasi-public agency. 

(b) If a public official or state employee receives goods or services to support such 

official's or employee's participation at an event, as described in subparagraph (E) of 

subdivision (5) of section 1-79, and such goods or services (1) include lodging or out-

of-state travel, or both, and (2) are not provided by the federal government or another 

state government, such official or employee shall, not later than thirty days after receipt 

of such goods or services, file a report with the Office of State Ethics. Such report shall 

be on an electronic form prescribed by the board and shall certify to the Office of State 

Ethics, under penalty of false statement, that the goods or services received in support 

of such official's or employee's participation at an event facilitated state action or 

functions. If a public official or state employee does not file a report within such thirty-

day period, either intentionally or due to gross negligence on the official's or employee's 

part, the official or employee shall return to the donor the value of the goods or services 

received. Unless the failure to file such report is intentional or due to gross negligence, 

the public official or state employee shall not be subject to any penalty under this 

chapter for such failure. 

(Sec. 1-84d. Foundations or alumni associations established for the benefit of a 

constituent unit of public higher education or technical education and career 
school. Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, for purposes of this 

chapter, no foundation or alumni association established for the benefit of a constituent 

unit of public higher education or technical education and career school shall be deemed 

to be doing business with or seeking to do business with such constituent unit of public 

higher education or technical education and career school. 

Sec. 1-85. (Formerly Sec. 1-68). Interest in conflict with discharge of duties. A 

public official, including an elected state official, or state employee has an interest 

which is in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of his duties or employment 

in the public interest and of his responsibilities as prescribed in the laws of this state, if 

he has reason to believe or expect that he, his spouse, a dependent child, or a business 

with which he is associated will derive a direct monetary gain or suffer a direct 

monetary loss, as the case may be, by reason of his official activity. A public official, 

including an elected state official, or state employee does not have an interest which is 
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in substantial conflict with the proper discharge of his duties in the public interest and 

of his responsibilities as prescribed by the laws of this state, if any benefit or detriment 

accrues to him, his spouse, a dependent child, or a business with which he, his spouse 

or such dependent child is associated as a member of a profession, occupation or group 

to no greater extent than any other member of such profession, occupation or group. A 

public official, including an elected state official or state employee who has a 

substantial conflict may not take official action on the matter. 

Sec. 1-86. Procedure when discharge of duty affects official's or state employee's 

financial interests. Lobbyists prohibited from accepting employment with General 
Assembly and General Assembly members forbidden to be lobbyists. (a) Any 

public official or state employee, other than an elected state official, who, in the 

discharge of such official's or employee's official duties, would be required to take an 

action that would affect a financial interest of such official or employee, such official's 

or employee's spouse, parent, brother, sister, child or the spouse of a child or a business 

with which such official or employee is associated, other than an interest of a de minimis 

nature, an interest that is not distinct from that of a substantial segment of the general 

public or an interest in substantial conflict with the performance of official duties as 

defined in section 1-85 has a potential conflict of interest. Under such circumstances, 

such official or employee shall, if such official or employee is a member of a state 

regulatory agency, either excuse himself or herself from the matter or prepare a written 

statement signed under penalty of false statement describing the matter requiring action 

and the nature of the potential conflict and explaining why despite the potential conflict, 

such official or employee is able to vote and otherwise participate fairly, objectively 

and in the public interest. Such public official or state employee shall deliver a copy of 

the statement to the Office of State Ethics and enter a copy of the statement in the 

journal or minutes of the agency. If such official or employee is not a member of a state 

regulatory agency, such official or employee shall, in the case of either a substantial or 

potential conflict, prepare a written statement signed under penalty of false statement 

describing the matter requiring action and the nature of the conflict and deliver a copy 

of the statement to such official's or employee's immediate superior, if any, who shall 

assign the matter to another employee, or if such official or employee has no immediate 

superior, such official or employee shall take such steps as the Office of State Ethics 

shall prescribe or advise. 

(b) No elected state official shall be affected by subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) No person required to register with the Office of State Ethics under section 1-

94 shall accept employment with the General Assembly or with any member of the 

General Assembly in connection with legislative action, as defined in section 1-91. No 

member of the General Assembly shall be a lobbyist. 
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Secs. 1-86a to 1-86c. Reserved for future use. 

 

Sec. 1-86d. Legal defense fund established by or for a public official or state 
employee. Reports. Contributions. (a) Any public official or state employee who 

establishes a legal defense fund, or for whom a legal defense fund has been established, 

shall file a report on said fund with the Office of State Ethics not later than the tenth 

day of January, April, July and October. Each such report shall include the following 

information for the preceding calendar quarter: (1) The names of the directors and 

officers of the fund, (2) the name of the depository institution for the fund, (3) an 

itemized accounting of each contribution to the fund, including the full name and 

complete address of each contributor and the amount of the contribution, and (4) an 

itemized accounting of each expenditure, including the full name and complete address 

of each payee and the amount and purpose of the expenditure. The public official or 

state employee shall sign each such report under penalty of false statement. The 

provisions of this subsection shall not apply to any person who has made a contribution 

to a legal defense fund before June 3, 2004. 

(b) (1) In addition to the prohibitions on gifts under subsections (j) and (m) of 

section 1-84 and subsection (a) of section 1-97, no public official or state employee 

shall accept, directly or indirectly, any contribution to a legal defense fund established 

by or for the public official or state employee, from (A) a member of the immediate 

family of any person who is prohibited from giving a gift under subsection (j) or (m) of 

section 1-84 or subsection (a) of section 1-97, or (B) a person who is appointed by said 

public official or state employee to serve on a paid, full-time basis. No person described 

in subparagraph (A) or (B) of this subdivision shall make a contribution to such a legal 

defense fund, and no such person or any person prohibited from making a gift under 

subsection (j) or (m) of section 1-84 or subsection (a) of section 1-97 shall solicit a 

contribution for such a legal defense fund. 

(2) A public official or state employee may accept a contribution or contributions to 

a legal defense fund established by or for the public official or state employee from any 

other person, provided the total amount of such contributions from any such person in 

any calendar year shall not exceed one thousand dollars. No such person shall make a 

contribution or contributions to said legal defense fund exceeding one thousand dollars 

in any calendar year. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply in 2004, to any 

person who has made a contribution or contributions to a legal defense fund exceeding 

one thousand dollars in 2004, before June 3, 2004, provided said legal defense fund 

shall not accept any additional contributions from such person in 2004, and such person 

shall not make any additional contributions to said fund in 2004. 
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(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (2) of this subsection, a public 

official or state employee may accept a contribution or contributions, in any amount, to 

a legal defense fund established by or for the public official or state employee from a 

relative of the public official or state employee or a person whose relationship with the 

public official or state employee is not dependent on the official's or employee's status 

as a public official or state employee. The factors that the board shall consider in 

determining whether a person's relationship is so dependent shall include, but not be 

limited to, whether the person may be able to benefit from the exercise of official 

authority of the public official or state employee and whether the person made gifts to 

the public official or state employee before the official or employee began serving in 

such office or position. 

(Sec. 1-86e. Consultants, independent contractors and their employees. 

Prohibited activities. (a) No person hired by the state as a consultant or independent 

contractor, and no person employed by such consultant or independent contractor, shall: 

(1) Use the authority provided under the contract, or any confidential information 

acquired in the performance of the contract, to obtain financial gain for the consultant 

or independent contractor, an employee of the consultant or independent contractor or 

a member of the immediate family of any such consultant, independent contractor or 

employee; 

(2) Accept another state contract which would impair the independent judgment of 

the consultant, independent contractor or employee in the performance of the existing 

contract; or 

(3) Accept anything of value based on an understanding that the actions of the 

consultant, independent contractor or employee on behalf of the state would be 

influenced. 

(b) No person shall give anything of value to a person hired by the state as a consultant 

or independent contractor or an employee of a consultant or independent contractor 

based on an understanding that the actions of the consultant, independent contractor or 

employee on behalf of the state would be influenced. 

Sec. 1-87. Aggrieved persons. Appeals. Any person aggrieved by any final decision 

of the board, made pursuant to this part, may appeal such decision in accordance with 

the provisions of section 4-175 or section 4-183. 

 

Sec. 1-88. Authority of board after finding violation. Prohibition against 
disclosure of information. Enforcement of civil penalties. (a) The board, upon a 
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finding made pursuant to section 1-82 that there has been a violation of any provision 

of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn, shall have the authority to order the 

violator to do any or all of the following: (1) Cease and desist the violation of this part, 

section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn; (2) file any report, statement or other information 

as required by this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn; and (3) pay a civil penalty 

of not more than ten thousand dollars for each violation of this part, section 1-101bb or 

section 1-101nn. 

(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, the board may, 

after a hearing conducted in accordance with sections 4-176e to 4-184, inclusive, upon 

the concurring vote of two-thirds of its members present and voting, impose a civil 

penalty not to exceed ten dollars per day upon any individual who fails to file any report, 

statement or other information as required by this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-

101nn. Each distinct violation of this subsection shall be a separate offense and in case 

of a continued violation, each day thereof shall be deemed a separate offense. In no 

event shall the aggregate penalty imposed for such failure to file exceed ten thousand 

dollars. 

(c) The board may also report its finding to the Chief State's Attorney for any action 

deemed necessary. The board, upon a finding made pursuant to section 1-82 that a 

member or member-elect of the General Assembly has violated any provision of this 

part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn, shall notify the appropriate house of the 

General Assembly, in writing, of such finding and the basis for such finding. 

(d) Any person who knowingly acts in such person's financial interest in violation of 

section 1-84, 1-85, 1-86, 1-86d, 1-86e or 1-101nn or any person who knowingly 

receives a financial advantage resulting from a violation of any of said sections shall be 

liable for damages in the amount of such advantage. If the board determines that any 

person may be so liable, it shall immediately inform the Attorney General of that 

possibility. 

(e) Any employee of the Office of State Ethics or member of the Citizen's Ethics 

Advisory Board who, in violation of this part or section 1-101nn, discloses information 

filed in accordance with subparagraph (F) of subdivision (1) of subsection (b) of 

section 1-83, shall be dismissed, if an employee, or removed from the board, if a 

member. 

(f) Any civil penalty imposed by the board pursuant to this section may be enforced 

by the Office of State Ethics as a money judgment in accordance with chapter 906. 
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Sec. 1-89. Violations; penalties. Disciplinary powers of the legislature, agencies 
and commissions. Civil action for damages. (a)(1) Any person who intentionally 

violates any provision of this part, section 1-101bb or section 1-101nn shall, for a first 

violation, be guilty of a class A misdemeanor, unless subdivision (2) of this subsection 

is applicable. 

(2) If, for a first violation, such person derives a financial benefit of one thousand 

dollars or more as a result of such violation, such person shall be guilty of a class D 

felony. 

(3) For a second or subsequent violation, such person shall be guilty of a class D 

felony. 

(4) No person may be found guilty of a violation of subsection (f) or (g) of section 1-

84 and bribery or bribe receiving under section 53a-147 or 53a-148 upon the same 

incident, but such person may be charged and prosecuted for all or any of such offenses 

upon the same information. 

(b) The penalties prescribed in this part or section 1-101nn shall not limit the power 

of either house of the legislature to discipline its own members or impeach a public 

official, and shall not limit the power of agencies or commissions to discipline their 

officials or employees. 

(c) The Attorney General may bring a civil action against any person who knowingly 

acts in the person's financial interest in, or knowingly receives a financial advantage 

resulting from, a violation of section 1-84, 1-85, 1-86, 1-101bb or 1-101nn. In any such 

action, the Attorney General may, in the discretion of the court, recover any financial 

benefit that accrued to the person as a result of such violation and additional damages 

in an amount not exceeding twice the amount of the actual damages. 

(d) Any fines, penalties or damages paid, collected or recovered under section 1-88 or 

this section for a violation of any provision of this part or section 1-101bb or 1-

101nn applying to the office of the Treasurer shall be deposited on a pro rata basis in 

any trust funds, as defined in section 3-13c, affected by such violation. 

Sec. 1-89a. Conferences on ethical issues. Section 1-89a is repealed, effective 

October 1, 2021. 

(Sec. 1-90. Commission to review oath of office for members of General 

Assembly. Section 1-90 is repealed. 
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1

Roxanne Maher

From: Keva Fothergill <kevafothergill@sbcglobal.net>
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 7:28 AM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics committee

Town Council: 
I support the formation of an Ethics Committee  
In Ledyard and would gladly sit on said committee, if members are needed. I do not currently participate in any other 
boards/committees. 
 
 
Contact information: 
Keva Fothergill 
16 Osprey drive  
Gales Ferry  
8608573565 
 

Sent from AT&T Yahoo Mail for iPhone 
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1

Roxanne Maher

From: Joe Franzone <joefranzone@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 10:26 PM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics Committee

We should have one! 
Thanks,  Joe Franzone 
66 Hurlbutt Rd. 
 
--  
'Every day's a Holiday!' 
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Roxanne Maher

From: Alicia <amlyons77@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 9:08 PM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: I support an Ethics Committee

Good evening, 
 
I am a Ledyard resident of 17 years now. As I am reading about the proposed apartment complex in Gales 
Ferry, a blasting company and other projects being done its past time for Ledyard to have an Ethics 
Committee to protect our residents, wildlife and businesses.  
 
I fully support our town organizing an ethics committee and hope it happens before these big projects are 
approved.  
 
Please reply with any questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you, 
Alicia Lyons 
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Roxanne Maher

From: Lynn Wilkinson <lynnwilkinson57@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 6:04 PM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics committee

Dear Town Council members  
 
I am would like to respectfully request that an Ethics commission be formed for our town. 
It seems odd to me that Ledyard is one of very few towns that doesn’t have one, and I 
believe this should be rectified. 
 
Lynn Wilkinson  
57 Terry Road  
Gales Ferry, CT 06335 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Roxanne Maher

From: Markos Samos <markwsamos@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, September 14, 2024 8:28 AM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics Committe

I wish to request that the Town Council create an ethics committee.  I am concerned that without such 
a committee this town runs the risk of self interested parties making decisions on their behalf and not 
that of the town's people.   
 
I have been a resident of Gales Gales for 44 years and love this town.  I am concerned that given the 
current political climate some decisions may not be in the best interest of the town.  
 
--  
Thank You 
Markos Samos 
33 Robin Hood Drive 
Gales Ferry 
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Roxanne Maher

From: LYNN WILKINSON <lynnwilkinson57@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2024 9:19 AM
To: Town Council Group; Fred Allyn, III
Subject: Town Council meeting 11/13/2024 Ethics Commission

11/18/2024  
Lynn Wilkinson  
57 Terry Road  
Gales Ferry, CT 06335  
   
Ledyard Town Council  
Mayor Fred Allyn  
   
Dear Town Council and Mr. Allyn,  
I have just finished watching the video from the last council meeting, and I have several comments 
and concerns.  
      Of the 169 towns in Connecticut, we are in the minority with no ethic commission, or code of 
ethics for elected officials.  I fail to see how correcting this lack is "a solution looking for a problem ". 
The example given of successfully addressing embezzlement is all well and good, but many ethical 
issues are not nearly so clear cut. Financial gain is not the only measure of ethics violation, and I am 
disappointed to see an elected official ignore that in his statements.   
Furthermore, although I understand a commission to investigate wrongdoing can be called, 
an independent commission would do more for the public trust. This is the very reason so many 
asked for independent studies to supplement application to  P&Z  recently. Essentially asking a body 
to investigate itself ( should the need ever arise) would do little to assuage resident's concerns about 
potential improprieties.  
  Ledyard is in a period of rapid change, and there are many impactful projects on the table, with 
presumably more to come. There is a lot of fear and uncertainty, which is not unusual in these 
circumstances. Adopting a code of ethics and an Ethics Commission, which seems to be fairly 
standard practice in Connecticut towns, is hardly following your friends off the proverbial bridge; it 
would improve voter confidence in our elected official's decisions, and lay many concerns about 
transparency to rest.   
I hope that going forward, the council will be open to considering the taxpayer's requests, rather than 
relying on the old standard of " this is how we've always done it".  
Respectfully,  
Lynn Wilkinson  
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Roxanne Maher

From: Deborah K <whistldyxc@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 7, 2024 11:25 AM
To: Carmen Garcia Irizarry
Cc: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics progress

Dear Chair and Administration Committee members, 
I had meant to get this to you weeks ago, but life here in Gales Ferry has had much going on recently. 
I have watched the Administrative Committee in action regarding formation of a Code of Ethics and an 
Ethics Committee. After  reviewing again the meetings of Sept. 11th and Nov. 12th, I want to thank those 
who are putting in the work to get this important task accomplished. I feel Chairperson Garcia-Irizarry 
and Councilors Brunelle and Buhle expressed a very good understanding of how an Ethics Committee 
can be helpful on many levels. Unfortunately, I was extremely disappointed to observe that the full 
Administrative Committee is not on board with having an informative discussion on the topic and, in fact, 
Councilor Dombrowski stated at the outset (several times - Sept.) he would vote against it, if pursued. He 
confirmed the same at the subsequent Nov. meeting. As a resident, I would like to see all of our elected 
officials participate in the process, regardless of personal feelings. 
I commend and encourage those willing to work, to push forward, and I look forward to reading the final 
draft proposal. This is something that has been requested several times over previous years and is an 
important step in guidance and transparency for both residents and those who serve our Town in any 
capacity. 
 
Thank you for your efforts, 
 
Deborah Edwards 
30 Bluff Road West 
Gales Ferry, CT 
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Roxanne Maher

From: Carlo M Porazzi <porazzicm@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 11, 2024 12:58 PM
To: Town Council Group
Subject: Ethics Commision

Ledyard Town Council, 
 
As a current resident and taxpayer I am writing to voice my support for 
the formation of a Ledyard Ethics Commission. 
I find it very concerning that Ledyard is one of the few towns that does 
not have this oversight committee.  The objection over forming this 
committee by at least one standing member of the town council is 
also concerning.  Simply having a code of ethics established with no 
board to administer is much like the example given of having laws but 
no police force.  In my opinion there have been and are instances of 
poor judgement by town leaders in local matters and I believe the 
establishment of this commission will allow for complaints to be 
lodged, with pertinent facts supporting.  I also agree this will go far in 
increasing trust between residents and Ledyard local government, 
something I believe is waning currently. 
To that matter, while the draft I read is a very good start I would offer 
some changes if I may: 

 Sec 2 - the follow sentence leaves some ambiguity as to what 
this could allow: "Specific portions of this Ordinance shall not be 
applicable if they conflict in whole or in part with any labor 
agreement, employment contract or state statute."  It would be 
beneficial if some high -level examples could be provided 

 Sec 4, subsection J & M - I would suggest any former member of 
town government be prohibited from representing any party 
seeking business with or in the town, or seeking employment 
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with that party for a term of three (3) years from their vacancy of 
their town position 

 Any reference or suggestion, explicit or implied, to the mayor in 
office at the time having any control or oversight in the dealings 
of the Ethics Committee except for receiving reports of current 
status and/or findings 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Carlo Porazzi 
30 Chapman Ln 
Gales Ferry 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-0461 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 2.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Discussion and possible action to draft an Ordinance regarding the raising of Unofficial-Third-Party Flags on Town
Property.

Background:

Town Council June 12, 2024 Meeting: In response to a proposal to raise the Pride-Progressive Flag in-front of
Town Hall in recognition of Pride Month (June) several residents provided comments both for and against the
flying of Un-Official-Third Party Flags on Town Property.

Link to 6/12/2024 Minutes:
Meeting Minutes (legistar.com) <https://ledyardct.legistar.com/View.ashx?
M=M&ID=1159053&GUID=8D4AFDB8-45E7-40B2-9550-579227DAEB67>

Link to  6/12/2024 Video:
Town Council on 2024-06-12 7:00 PM - Regular Meeting (granicus.com)
<https://ledyardct.granicus.com/player/clip/968?view_id=1&redirect=true>

In the absence of a Policy or Ordinance regarding the subject of flying of Un-Official-Third Party Flags on
Town Property; Chairman Rodriguez referred the subject to the Administration Committee to research.

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)

Mayor Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)

Body:
(type text here)
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Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: Fred B. Allyn, III, Mayor, Town of Ledyard 

 

FROM: Matt Ritter and/or Dori Pagé Antonetti 

 

RE:  Municipal Displays of Flags and the First Amendment 

 

DATE:  September 10, 2024 

              

 

 You recently shared that the Town of Ledyard (“Town”) currently flies only the United 

States, State of Connecticut, and military flags on Town flagpoles, and that the Town Council is 

considering whether to adopt an ordinance regarding the flying of flags on Town property.  You 

asked for legal advice regarding flag-flying policies and the legal issues regarding same. 

 

I. BACKGROUND 

 

It is our understanding that the Town currently does not maintain a written policy or 

ordinance regarding flag flying but has consistently and uniformly permitted only the United 

States, State of Connecticut, and military flags (“Official Flags”) to be flown on Town flagpoles 

(“Town Flagpoles”).  Recently, the Town received requests that the Town also raise affinity 

flags.  It is our further understanding that the Town is still considering these requests, and as part 

of the process, the Town’s Administration Committee has the following item on its September 

11, 2024 agenda: “Discussion and possible action to draft an Ordinance regarding the raising of 

Unofficial-Third-Party Flags on Town Property.”   

 

II. MUNICIPAL FLAG-FLYING 

 

As a threshold matter, given its current and longstanding practice, the Town has no legal 

obligation to fly any “unofficial third party flags” on Town Flagpoles. Therefore, the question is 

whether the Town wishes to permit flags other than the Official Flags to be flown on Town 

Flagpoles.   

 

If the Town wishes to fly flags other than the Official Flags, it may choose to do so in 

either of two ways: (1) as government speech (in which case the flags are no longer unofficial 

third party flags, but express the views of the government on a particular matter), or (2) as 

private speech (in which case the flags represent private views but are allowed to be flown in a 

forum that has been opened for that purpose).  If flags are flown as government speech, then the 

Town can choose what flags to fly, and what flags not to fly; in other words, the Town could 

refuse a flag based on its viewpoint.  If, however, the Town creates a limited public forum for 
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private expression, then the government is constrained by the First Amendment.  See Amer. 

Italian Women v. City of New Haven, 2022 WL 1912853, and *8 (D. Conn. 2022). 

 

In Shurtleff. v. City of Boston, Mass. et al., 596 U.S. 243 (2022), the United States 

Supreme Court recently considered the issue of flag-flying pursuant to a government-sponsored 

program.  On City Hall Plaza, the City of Boston hoisted flags on three flagpoles: (1) the 

American flag, (2) the Commonwealth of Massachusetts flag, and (3) (usually) the City of 

Boston’s flag.  The City also allowed groups to hold ceremonies on the plaza, during which 

groups were permitted to hoist their own flag (rather than the City of Boston flag) on the third 

flagpole.  Over a twelve-year period, the City of Boston permitted the flying of fifty unique flags 

in almost 300 different ceremonies.  However, it refused the request of a group to fly the 

“Christian Flag.”  When the group making the request sued, alleging a violation of its First 

Amendment rights, the City defended its actions on the basis that its decisions as to what flags 

would fly above City Hall constituted government speech.  If the City was successful in making 

this argument, the City would be within its rights to prohibit certain flags based on their 

viewpoint.  

 

In analyzing the City’s argument, the Court clarified the scope of “government 

speech”.  As explained by the Court, the First Amendment does not prohibit the government 

from declining to express a view.  “When the government wishes to state an opinion, to speak for 

the community, to formulate policies, or to implement programs, it naturally chooses what to say 

and what not to say.” Id. at 251.  The Court also noted that “the line between government speech 

and private expression can blur when … a government invites the people to participate in a 

program.” Id. at 252.  In reviewing such speech, the Court noted that there must be a fact-

specific inquiry to determine whether the government is speaking for itself or creating a forum 

for private speech. See id.  This inquiry involves an examination of: (1) the history of the 

expression at issue (here, flag flying on a government plaza as part of a flag-flying program); (2) 

whether the public would tend to view the speech as attributable to the government or a private 

citizen/organization; and (3) the extent to which the government controlled the flag flying and 

shaped the messages being sent. 

 

After reviewing these factors, the Court found that the first two were non-dispositive, but 

as to the third, the City did not engage in any meaningful consideration of the various requests to 

fly flags until the petitioner’s request.  Indeed, the City had no “meaningful involvement in the 

selection of flags or the crafting of their messages,” and therefore the Court rejected the claim 

that the flags permitted to fly over City Hall should be considered government speech.  Instead, 

the practice of permitting various flags to fly over City Hall was considered a limited public 

forum, and the Court concluded that the City violated the First Amendment, and engaged in 

impermissible viewpoint discrimination, by refusing to allow the petitioner to access to that 

forum and fly its “Christian Flag.”  

   

This case provides helpful guidance in evaluating three options that the Town may 

consider as related to flag flying on Town Flagpoles: (1) maintain the Town’s current approach 

of flying only Official Flags as government speech, (2) allow additional flags to be flown as 

government speech, or (3) create a limited public forum and allow citizens to fly flags as an 
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expressions of their private speech.  Each of these options involves different legal considerations 

and practical concerns, and we address each in turn below. 

 

III. OPTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

A. Option One: Maintain Current Approach and Display Only Official 

Government (U.S., State, and Military) Flags  

 

The government (here, the Town of Ledyard) has the right to express its views on a 

particular matter and engage in government speech.  Courts have held that government speech 

that expresses the view of government officials on particular topics does not create a limited 

forum for other speech. 

 

As noted above, our understanding is that the Town currently does not maintain a written 

policy or ordinance regarding flag flying but has consistently and uniformly permitted only the 

Official Flags to be flown on Town Flagpoles.  Consistent with the First Amendment, the Town 

may continue with this practice and deny requests by other organizations to fly flags on Town 

property.   

 

This approach offers little legal exposure, as long as it is consistently and uniformly 

followed.  In light of Shurtleff, however, if the Town wishes to maintain this approach, it may 

wish to adopt a resolution or ordinance to make clear that only the Official Flags will be flown 

on Town Flagpoles, and that the Town Flagpoles are in no way intended as a forum for speech.  

 

B. Option Two: Allow Additional Flag(s) to be Flown as Government Speech and 

Display Only Those Flags Selected by the Town  

 

The Town may choose to adopt an ordinance or pass a resolution that identifies the 

Official Flags – and other flags identified by the Town -- to be flown on Town Flagpoles as 

government speech.  If the Town decides to pursue this approach, the Town is well advised, in 

light of Shurtleff, to ensure that it engage in meaningful consideration and active control of any 

flags proposed to be flown on Town property.  These options are recommended for two reasons: 

(1) to ensure that no limited public forum (as discussed below) is inadvertently created, and (2) 

to ensure that the Town wishes to endorse each flag approved to be flown as its own speech. 

 

If the Town wishes to pursue this approach, it should consider whether it will adopt an 

ordinance or resolution identifying, at the outset, the flags that will be flown as government 

speech or whether it will establish a policy and process for determining whether and how flags 

will be considered for approval as government speech.  Such policy and procedure would need to 

be carefully written, and consistently implemented, to ensure that the Town engaged in 

meaningful consideration and active control of which flags were approved, lest it inadvertently 

open up a forum for other speech (in which case the limited public forum analysis, below, would 

apply).   

 

This approach would allow the Town to express messages in a symbolic way.  

Practically, however, this approach raises a number of considerations, including but not limited 
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to: (1) the possibility that the process of determining whether certain flags should be flown as an 

expression of the government’s views could, in and of itself, become divisive and/or consume 

Town resources and attention;1 (2) whether and what types of restrictions and guidelines would 

be in place for flags other than the Official Flags (e.g., size, quality, duration of display, etc.); 

and (3) how requests would be processed and approved by the Town. 

 

C. Option Three: Create a Limited Public Forum by Allowing Citizens to Fly Flags 

on Town Flagpoles as Private Speech 

 

The Town may choose to create a limited public forum and allow outside organizations to 

fly flags in order to express their own private speech.  In such instance, the First Amendment 

would prohibit the Town from discriminating against citizen speakers based on their viewpoint, 

including religious viewpoint, and may prohibit the Town from excluding certain classes of 

speech.  Rosenberger v. Rector and Visitors of Univ. of Virginia, 515 U.S. 819 (1995) (“Once it 

has opened a limited forum, however, the State must respect the lawful boundaries it has itself 

set. The State may not exclude speech where its distinction is not “reasonable in light of the 

purpose served by the forum,” nor may it discriminate against speech on the basis of its 

viewpoint.”) (further citations omitted). 

 

When considering this option, the Town is advised to be mindful that individuals and 

organizations may request a wide variety of viewpoints and perspectives to be placed on display 

on the Town Flagpoles, and determining whether and when any restrictions could lawfully be 

implemented could be time-consuming, disruptive, and costly. 

 

 

* * * 

 

We hope that this analysis is helpful to you.  Please let me know whether and how we 

may be of further assistance as the Town considers these important issues.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 See, e.g., Jane Caffrey, “Dozens speak out amid debate over flying the ‘Thin Blue Line' flag at Wethersfield town 

hall” (June 18, 2024), available at https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/local/dozens-speak-out-amid-debate-over-

flying-the-thin-blue-line-flag-at-wethersfield-town-hall/3315859/. 
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         42 Church Hill Road 
         Ledyard, CT 06339 
         September 10, 2024 
 
AdministraƟon CommiƩee 
Ledyard Town Council 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
My name is Lorraine Healy and I live at 42 Church Hill Road in Ledyard.  I am sorry that I cannot 
aƩend your meeƟng in-person.  I have another meeƟng to aƩend to at the same Ɵme.   
 
I am wriƟng to discuss the proposed ordinance regarding raising of unofficial third-party flags on 
town property.  I am against changing the current unwriƩen pracƟce but I am for making that 
policy official in an ordinance.  I have read the accompanying documents, OLR Report unofficial 
flags 5-7-24 and AƩorney Memo-Memo Re Flag Flying-2024-09-09.  I believe the town will open 
itself up to more legal issues if it changes its current policy.   
 
How are you going to decide which flags represent our town or are allowed to fly?  
Unfortunately, in today’s environment, nothing is simple. It seems like every flag today is 
associated with some poliƟcal agenda.  Flying one flag and not another does not bring people 
together, it divides people.  People do not hate that flag or group.  They just see it as unfair to 
favor one flag over another.   
 
I believe it is in the best interest of the Town, to only fly the United States, State of ConnecƟcut, 
and miliary flags (“Official Flags”) on Town flagpoles.  CiƟzens can fly any flag they want on their 
property.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lorraine Healy 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 22-091 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 3.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Any other Old Business proper to come before the Committee

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-1128 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 1.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to reappoint the following as Regular Members of the Retirement Board for a three (3) year term
ending January 20, 2025:

· Mr. John Rodolico ( R) 40 Long Pond Road, Ledyard

· Mr. Roger Codding ( R) 13 Hemlock Circle, Gales Ferry.

Background:
As Committee members terms come to an end they are asked whether they would like to continue to volunteer
to serve on the Commission. In addition, the Committee and their respective parties are asked to provide a
recommendation/endorsement.

The terms of these two Retirement Board Members are due to expire in January, 2025.

Both Members are interested in continuing to serve the town and their reappointments have been endorsed by
both the Retirement Board and their respective party.

Administrative Notes:

Please see attached.

Nominating Committee Recommendation:
N/a

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.

Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.
All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”

Connecticut General Statutes
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File #: 24-1128 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 1.

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-1127 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 5.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to appoint Ms. Carol Schneider, (D) 101 Inchcliffe Drive, Gales Ferry,  to the Parks, Recreation &
Senior Citizens Commission as a Regular Member to complete a three (3) term June 28, 2026 to fill a vacancy
left by Ms. Sokolski.

Background:
Ms. Schneider has been an Alternate Member of the Paks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission  in good
standing.

Paks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission Chairman Kenneth DiRicco has requested Ms. Schneider be
moved from an Alternate Member to a Regular Member to fill the vacancy left by Ms. Sokolski. (Please see
attached email dated 11/30/2024)

Administrative Notes:

Please see attached roster.

Currently the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission has one vacancy available.

Nominating Committee Recommendation:

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.

Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.
All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”

Connecticut General Statutes

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
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File #: 24-1127 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 5.

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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Roxanne Maher

From: kenneth dirico <diricokj@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:42 AM
To: Carmen Garcia Irizarry; Naomi Rodriguez; Scott Johnson; jessilynn.p.cobb@gmail.com; 

Roxanne Maher
Subject: Adjustment of Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission

Chairman Councilor Garcia-Irizarry,  
   
As Chairman for the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission I would like to adjust 
the recent appointment of Stephanie Bacon from commissioner to alternate member and move 
Alternate Member Carol Ann Schneider to commissioner status.  
   
Commissioner Norma Sokolski, a long standing member of the decommissioned Senior Citizens 
Center Commission and continued champion of Senior Citizens Center business and activities on the 
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission has recently resigned.   Ms. Schneider has 
been an alternate member in good standing and should be an appropriate replacement for Ms. 
Sokolski.    
   
If the Administration Committee has any questions or needs to discuss this request further please 
reach out to me or Director Scott Johnson.  
   
Sincerely,  
   
Ken DiRico  
Chairman   
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission  
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PARKS, RECREATION AND SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSION 
 

Name         Term Expiration 
 

D Cobb, Jessica        6/28/2025 
7 Whippoorwill Drive,  
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335  
 

U Crocker, Paula         6/28/2025 
P.O. Box 452 
1500 Route 12 
 Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 

U DiRico, Kenneth        6/28/2026 
Melanie Lane 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
R  Finegan,  Lucrezia       6/28/2026 

1331 Baldwin Road    
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335  
 

R Harding, Margaret Anne        6/28/2025 
50 Pheasant Run Drive 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
U Kent, Loretta        6/28/2027 

1363 Baldwin Hill Road 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 
 

R  Vacant (Sokolski, Norma)      6/28/2026 
 

Alternate Members 
 
U Hawes. Lauren       6/28/2027 
 8 Warbler Way 
 Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
 

D  Schneider, Carol       6/28/2025  
101 Inchcliffe Drive 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 
 

Town Council Appointment   3 Year Term  7 Regular Members; 2 Alternate Members 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-0971 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 6.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to appoint Ms. Stephanie Bacon (D) 6 Patricia Court, Gales Ferry, to  the Parks, Recreation &
Senior Citizens Commission, as an Alternate Member, to complete a three (3) year term June 28, 2025 to fill a
vacancy left by Ms. Schneider.

Background:
Administration Cmt Mtg- 11/13/2024:  The Committee forwarded a recommendation to the Town Council to
appoint Ms. Bacon to the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission to fill a vacancy left by Ms.
Sokolski.

In an email dated 11/30/2024 Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission Chairman Kenneth DiRicco
requested that long standing Alternate Member Carol Schneider be moved to a Regular Member to fill Ms.
Soloski’s vacancy and the new appointment of Ms. Bacon be seated as an Alternate Member.

Because no further action was taken on the Administration Committee’s November 13, 2024 recommendation
the Committee can revisit the action to make the appointment adjustment as recommended by the Commission.

Ms. Bacon has a BA in Psychology and an MS in Mental Health Counseling with a specialization  in children
and families.

Ms. Bacon is currently an active member in the community serving as the Secretary and Division Coordinator
for Ledyard Soccer Club and that she was involved with the Gales Ferry School/Juliet W. Long PTO.

Ms. Bacon would like to take a more active role in the community and make a difference for residents in town.
(see attached Application & Resume’)

Ms. Sokolski resigned from the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission. (see attached letter dated
10/23/2024.)

Administrative Notes:

Currently the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Commission has one vacancy available.

Nominating Committee Recommendation:

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
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In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.

Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.
All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”

Connecticut General Statutes

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
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which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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1

Roxanne Maher

From: kenneth dirico <diricokj@comcast.net>
Sent: Saturday, November 30, 2024 10:42 AM
To: Carmen Garcia Irizarry; Naomi Rodriguez; Scott Johnson; jessilynn.p.cobb@gmail.com; 

Roxanne Maher
Subject: Adjustment of Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission

Chairman Councilor Garcia-Irizarry,  
   
As Chairman for the Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission I would like to adjust 
the recent appointment of Stephanie Bacon from commissioner to alternate member and move 
Alternate Member Carol Ann Schneider to commissioner status.  
   
Commissioner Norma Sokolski, a long standing member of the decommissioned Senior Citizens 
Center Commission and continued champion of Senior Citizens Center business and activities on the 
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission has recently resigned.   Ms. Schneider has 
been an alternate member in good standing and should be an appropriate replacement for Ms. 
Sokolski.    
   
If the Administration Committee has any questions or needs to discuss this request further please 
reach out to me or Director Scott Johnson.  
   
Sincerely,  
   
Ken DiRico  
Chairman   
Parks, Recreation & Senior Citizens Center Commission  
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PARKS, RECREATION AND SENIOR CITIZENS COMMISSION 
 

Name         Term Expiration 
 

D Cobb, Jessica        6/28/2025 
7 Whippoorwill Drive,  
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335  
 

U Crocker, Paula         6/28/2025 
P.O. Box 452 
1500 Route 12 
 Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 

U DiRico, Kenneth        6/28/2026 
Melanie Lane 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
R  Finegan,  Lucrezia       6/28/2026 

1331 Baldwin Road    
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335  
 

R Harding, Margaret Anne        6/28/2025 
50 Pheasant Run Drive 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
U Kent, Loretta        6/28/2027 

1363 Baldwin Hill Road 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 
 

R  Vacant (Sokolski, Norma)      6/28/2026 
 

Alternate Members 
 
U Hawes. Lauren       6/28/2027 
 8 Warbler Way 
 Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 

 
 

D  Schneider, Carol       6/28/2025  
101 Inchcliffe Drive 
Gales Ferry, Connecticut 06335 
 
 

Town Council Appointment   3 Year Term  7 Regular Members; 2 Alternate Members 
 

130



TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-1155 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 4.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to  appoint Ms. Rhonda Spaziani (D) 9 Sunset Road, Gales Ferry, as an Alternate Member of the
Planning & Zoning Commission to complete a three (3) term ending December 31, 2026 to fill a vacancy left
by Ms. Ribe.

Background:
Ms. Spaziani has a Bachelors in Psychology, a Masters in Counseling and has completed Doctoral coursework
in postsecondary development education.

Ms. Spaziani noted that she believed her background demonstrated her ability to engage in thoughtful planning,
decision-making and collaboration, as well as analyze, evaluate and interpret complex information, data, and
regulations. She stated that she was committed to listening to residents concerns and integrating their needs into
the town’s planning and zoning efforts. (see attached Appointment Application)

Administrative Notes:
The Planning & Zoning Commission had two Alternate Member vacancies. (see attached roster)

Nominating Committee Recommendation:
12/5/2024: the DTC Endorsed Ms. Spaziani’s appointment to the Planning & Zoning Commission. (see
attached email 12/5/2024)

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.

Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.

All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
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Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”

Connecticut General Statutes

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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1

Roxanne Maher

From: So Rodriguez <ledyarddtcncnaomi@comcast.net>
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 12:06 AM
To: Roxanne Maher
Subject: Planning & Zoning Alternate Vacancy

Hello Roxanne,  
   
The DTC Nominating Committee has voted on 12/4/24 to forward/recommend Ms. Rhonda Spaziani to fill 
the open alternate vacancy on the Planning & Zoning Commission.  Thank you.  
   
Respectfully,  
   
Naomi Rodriguez, Chair  
DTC Nominating Committee  
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-1186 Agenda Date: 1/8/2025 Agenda #: 5.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to reappoint Mr. Roger Codding (R) 13 Hemlock Circle, Gales Ferry, as a Regular Member to the
Board of Assessment Appeals for a four (4) year term ending December 4, 2028.

Background:
As Board Members terms come to an end the Board and the Members respective party are asked to provide a
recommendation regarding the member’s reappointment.

Mr. Codding is interested in continuing to serve on the Board of Assessment Appeals and his reappointment has
been endorsed by both the Board and his respective party. (see attached).

Administrative Notes:
(type text here)

Nominating Committee Recommendation:
(type text here)

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.
Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.
All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”
Connecticut General Statutes

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
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political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS 
 

 
 Name        Term Expiration 
 
U Vacant (Lineweaver, Jennifer)      12/05/2027 
 Did not want to be reappointed (2023) 

 
  
R Treaster,  Eric        12/05/2027 
 10 Huntington Way 

Ledyard, Connecticut 06339 
 
R Codding, Roger  (Chairman)       12/04/2024 
 13 Hemlock Circle 
 Gales Ferry, Connecticut0 6335 
 
 
 
Alternate Members 
 
R (Vacant) Nelson, David – Board      8/26/2024 
 
 Did not recommend reappointment  
 Due to poor attendance)        
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
Town Council Appointment  4 Year Term 3 Regular Members    3 Alternate Members 
 
     Revaluation Year:  2 Additional Regular Members  
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 24-1187 Agenda Date: 1/8/2025 Agenda #: 6.

APPOINTMENT

Motion/Request:
MOTION to  reappoint Mr. Joseph Lozier ( R) 198 Gallup Hill Road, Ledyard, as an Alternate Member to the
Southeastern Connecticut Regional Resource Recovery Authority (SCRRRA) for a three (3) year term ending
January 31, 2028.

Background:
As Committee Members terms come to an end their  respective party are asked to provide a recommendation
regarding the member’s reappointment.

Mr. Lozier is interested in continuing to serve and his reappointment has been endorsed by his respective party.
(see attached).

Administrative Notes:
(type text here)

Nominating Committee Recommendation:
(type text here)

Minority Representation - CGS 9-167a:
In accordance with Chapter IV; Section 8 of the Town Charter “Except as otherwise provided for in this
Charter, the Town Council may appoint members to fill vacancies in other offices, boards, and commissions
established by this Charter and by ordinance as vacancies may occur, and appointing members to such offices,
boards, and commissions as may be created in the future. Such appointments shall be made by the Town
Council for such terms and upon such conditions as provided in the respective ordinance”.
Chapter IV, Section 9: “In making appointments and removals, the Town Council shall act by the affirmative
votes of at least a majority of all its members.
All members of boards, commissions, and committees contained in this Charter, or subsequently created under
this Charter, except members of the Building Code Board of Appeals, the Fire Marshal, and the Deputy Fire
Marshal(s), shall be electors of the Town at the time of their appointment and during their terms of office.”
Connecticut General Statutes

Sec. 9-167a. Minority representation. (a) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
maximum number of members of any board, commission, legislative body, committee or similar body of the
state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
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state or any political subdivision thereof, whether elective or appointive, who may be members of the same
political party, shall be as specified in the following table:

 Total Membership Maximum from One
Party

3 2

4 3

5 4

6 4

7 5

8 5

9 6

More than 9 Two-thirds of total membership

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply (A) to any such board, commission, committee or body whose
members are elected wholly or partially on the basis of a geographical division of the state or political
subdivision, (B) to a legislative body of a municipality (i) having a town meeting as its legislative body or (ii)
for which the charter or a special act, on January 1, 1987, provided otherwise or (C) to the city council of an
unconsolidated city within a town and the town council of such town if the town has a town council and a
representative town meeting, the town charter provides for some form of minority representation in the election
of members of the representative town meeting, and the city has a city council and a body having the attributes
of a town meeting or (D) to the board of directors and other officers of any district, as defined in section 7-324,
having annual receipts from all sources not in excess of two hundred fifty Thousand dollars.

(b) Prior to any election for or appointment to any such body, the municipal clerk, in cases of elections, and
the appointing authority, in cases of appointments, shall determine the maximum number of members of any
political party who may be elected or appointed to such body at such election or appointment. Such maximum
number shall be determined for each political party in the following manner: From the number of members of
one political party who are members of such body at the time of the election or appointment, subtract the
number of members of such political party whose terms expire prior to the commencement of the terms for
which such election or appointment is being held or made and subtract the balance thus arrived at from the
appropriate number specified in column II of subsection (a) of this section.
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SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT REGIONAL RESOURCE RECOVERY AUTHORITY 
 

 
 Name         Term Expiration 
 
  
 Masalin, Steve (Regular Member)     01/31/2027 

Public Works Director       
 741 Colonel Ledyard Highway 
 Ledyard, Connecticut 06339 
  
 
 Lozier, Joseph (Alternate Member)     01/31/2025 

198 Gallup Hill Road 
P.O. Box 275 

 Ledyard, Connecticut 06339 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Town Council Appointment   3 Year Term   1 Reg. Member 
          1 Alt. Member 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 22-090 Agenda Date: 12/11/2024 Agenda #: 7.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Any other New Business proper to come before the Committee.

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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