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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 23-2143 Agenda Date: 5/6/2024 Agenda #: 2.

AGENDA REQUEST
INFORMATIONAL ITEM

Subject:
Spicer Homestead Ruins - Historical Research and Photos.

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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Sarah Holmes, PhD 
Archaeology Consultant 
860 501-1446 slh@att.net 
 
Tri Town Trail Association 
Karen Parkinson, President  
860 464-1559 
karen@thepaddockinc.com 
 
 
November 21, 2022  
 
 

Annotated Report on Land Deed Research for the  
            Spicer Homestead in Ledyard, CT.  
 
 
 
 

The earliest 17th century land deeds granted to Peter Spicer from New London only provide a 
vague description of the actual metes and bounds and in many instances are incomplete.  
 
Initially, Peter Spicer’s lands were bounded with a swamp on the west and south. Other early 
land records identify a brook on the northern bound.  Although it was not definitively proven 
through title search where Peter Spicer’s first dwelling was located, the landscape in the vicinity 
of the “Spicer Rock” contains extensive field systems enclosed within stonewalls, along with a 
well and cellar holes that suggest great time depth.     
 
Peter Spicer’s descendants, Edward (2) and John (3) Spicer lived in separate residences in 1723      
 
John Spicer’s (4) farm included the land recently purchased by John Spicer (4) from Daniel 
Whipple of approximately 16 acres 11 rods.  
 
The Whipple purchase became the north line of the Spicer farm measuring 115 rods in width 
(east to west) and provided the location of the northeast corner bound at the brook and 
highway (located near to the newly installed footbridge on the northwestern side of the large 
field at 1025 Colonel Ledyard Highway). 
 
John Spicer’s (4) last will and testament, dated May 6, 1769, stated he left his two sons, John 
Spicer (5) and Cyrus Spicer (5), his farm.  The estate was equally divided, although John (4) left 
Cyrus the house.  
 
The division of John Spicer’s (4) in 1772 describes a 146 acre farm.   
 

27



2 

 

John Spicer (5) also receives one half of the orchard lying east of the dwelling house on the 
eastern side of the 146 acres.  
 

Survey of division agreement/line: 

 to begin the division line at a heap of stones in the north line of said farm 55 (52?)1 rods 
westerly from northeast corner 

 running south from said heap of stones 11 degrees east 150 rods to a heap of stones south 
of the barn 

 south 7 degrees east 95 ½ (15 ½?) rods to an heap of stones 

 south 5 degrees west 22 rods to an heap of stones 

 south 7 degrees east 14-1/2 rods to heap of stones on north line of Capt. Robert Geer 
land  

 
Survey of John’s orchard: 

 one half of orchard lying east of dwelling house 

 beginning at southwest corner of George Geer land 

 running south 13 degrees east across said orchard to heap of stones by a wall 

 east 22 degrees north 11 ½ rods to George Geer’s land 

 with said George Geer’s land to the first mentioned bound  

 containing 1 acre 20 rods  
 
 
The title search indicated the abutters on the Spicer property remain constant over time in 
regard to Cyrus Spicer’s inheritance from his father John Spicer (4) in 1769.  Benjamin Geer and 
George Geer’s property abutted the Spicer land on the east, often with a brook as a boundary. 
 
To review, the clearest survey regarding the location of any appurtenances including the Spicer 
dwelling is from the last will and testament of John Spicer’s (4) in 1769 and the division of his 
estate totaling 146 acres inherited by his sons Cyrus and John Spicer in 1772.   
 
Suggestions: 
 
If the Town is interested, a request for an archaeological site number and an archaeological site 
form could be filed with the Office of State Archaeology.  The site form would describe, at a 
minimum, the immediate area to the south of the bridge near “Spicer Rock”, the possible cellar 
holes and the stone-well.  The archaeological site description could also include the field system 
in this area.  

                                                           
1 The ink is faded on this page and difficult to decipher, the dimension could be 52 rods, although 55 rods is the 

more likely candidate  
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Maps related to Spicer landholdings. 

 

Fig 1.  LIDAR of northern bound established for Cyrus Spicer’s division of his father Hon. M. 
John Spicer’s estate in 1772 measuring 55 rods in length beginning at the northeast corner at the 
brook just above or at the newly installed TTT bridge. Also note two anomalies or depressions 
visible in the middle of the field. (https://cteco.maps.arcgis.com/) 

 

  

NE corner 

NW corner 

division line 

in 1772 

field at 1025 

Colonel Ledyard 

Hwy 
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Fig. 2 Mark-up of Ledyard GIS property map. (https://www.mapsonline.net/ledyardct/) 

GLR 6/216 1769 
89 ac. Eddy farm abutted 

north on Spicer 

115 rod section in 
Spicer north line 

in 1769 

Cyrus Spicer NE 
corner at brook 

Division line of John Spicer 
heirs - jog in line is 150 rods 
south (possible location of 
heap of stones south of barn) 

 

Cyrus Spicer’s 
division  
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Fig. 3 Mark-up of Ledyard GIS map (https://www.mapsonline.net/ledyardct/) 

Eastern boundary line of 
Spicer with Geer was at the 

brook 

Possible location of 
orchard divided 
between John and 
Cyrus Spicer 

South of the brook 
identified as 

archaeologically 
sensitive area 

Extensive field system, 
remnant stone walls, cellar 
hole, well and large glacial 
erratic (Spicer Rock) 
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Fig. 4  TTT map marks location of “Spicer Rock”. Note wall east of the rock that zigs and zags 
with approximately a 10 rod sections of wall, possibly the location of John Spicer’s orchard.  
 

 

Fig. 5  TTT LIDAR image mark-up of location of “Spicer Rock”, with visible section of zig 
zagging wall to the east and identifies extensive walled in field system.  
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Spicer Ruins
Site Access Bridge

Actual Photos of:

Existing Foundations

Rock Wall Pens

Old Orchard
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Spicer Ruins 

Lidar showing Rock Wall Pens, 
Foundations and well

Actual Photos of:

Existing walls

Spicer Rock

Spicer Well
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Town of Ledyard Historic District Commission Meeting Minutes 

12/18/23 

Present:  

Chairman Vincent Godino, Commissioners-Ty Lamb, William Barnes.  Alternate Member Kelly Lamb. 

Also in Attendance: Town Council Liasson: Tim Ryan 

Members not in attendance: Commissioners: Douglas Kelley & Alternate Kenneth Geer. 

Commissioner Melissa Dyson commission has expired and will not be coming back. 

 

Review and approval of minutes Mover William Barnes and 2nd approver Ty Lamb.  AYE all present  

 

Fiscal Reports:  

Saw Mill: $1,180 spent, $447 remaining 

Nathan Lester House: $2,740 spent, $6960 remaining 

Capital Account: $36,036 

ARPA Funds: $125,800 includes recent contract/cut PO 

Donations:  

Saw Mill: $7,424 

Nathan Lester House: $11,337 

Misc Center School/Preservation & Research: $1,500 

 

Status of ARPA Funds: 

Town has time limits for funds to be contracted by end of 2024 and spent by end of 2026 

Vincent Godino sent out a Status of Historic ARPA funds estimates to Sheila Godino on 12/18/23 

With Tim Ryan present conversations regarding the Saw Mill’s projects- 

William Barnes and Vin Godino: That the Line Penstock is a priority.  He is looking for 3-5 qualified 

quotes.  There is a need for expert advise to help write and evaluate the bids.   There is a possibility of a 

company Stan Tech who has written similar RFP’s.  Bill referred to the town’s ordinance purchasing 

guidelines.   

Tim Ryan suggested reaching out to the Finance manager Matt Bonin or Steve Masalin from public 

works. 
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Continuing to discuss the projects for the Saw Mill that pose difficulty to quote out: The concrete pipes 

and pipes leading inside may need two approaches to repair estimate of 40-50k. 

The Saw Mill is basically 3 parts for repair work: Mechanical, Water Flow and Intake pipes.  The structure 

of the material needs to be water tight and last.  Pipes go from Concrete to Steel.  They are basically 

showing leakage at the connections between the two. They do not want to dig up the concrete.  Plus, we 

need to be mindful of continuing to be Historically accurate. 

Old Sturbridge Village has a similar mill and a member from the Village visits on occasion to discuss the 

mills. 

Discussion to send the ARPA estimates to Matt tomorrow the ARPA estimates. 

 

Committee Reports: 

Sawmill:  

Supplemental Assessments being done.  Utilizing the CT website of Vendors, we can use or can be 

submitted. 

Discussed the Penstock Tyier.  Alan was watching the water levels with all the rain we had recently.  Very 

happy to report water levels did not affect the mill. 

This month the Saw Mill has shut down for the season. 

There was a brief discussion on the Black Smith house and Chris who is a volunteer.  

 

 Nathan Lester House: 

Vin presented tonight as Doug was absent from our meeting and Melissa’s commission has expired and 

was also not in attendance.  

Renovation on the East Side’s RFP will be ready in Jan for submission.  We are trying to find a contractor 

who is knowledgeable and dependable.  The scope of this renovation is siding and trim replacement due 

to rot. Window also need attention.  All repairs are mindful of being historically accurate. 

There was a brief discussion of the Movie release.  To date there is no update. 

 

Preservation & Research: 

Ty Lamb presented need for vote on the authorization of the Research and Preservation Group to pursue 

the development of a roadmap in conjunction with LU to establish the Spicer Sites as Historic sites and 

gain admin control of this new site.  This was put off till we were discussing new business. 

Land use:   Ty has been working with others (Karen, Victoria, Alyssa & Amiee) on site walks, goals on 

mapping out areas to be included with the Spicer location.  
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Signs: Working on 3 more signs presently- Latham House, 9-mile Spicer, and Watson House. 

Park & Pollination Garden:  Missed a meeting due to illness with the GOSHA to get authorization.  

Continued work is being done with the help of Victoria (walk thru, developing a mapping of the area, 

Sign) 

Donation Account specific to Preservation & Research: This was brought up due to people asking Ty to 

donate.  Vin to talk to Matt about opening a separate account. 

Gales Ferry Sign: Vin-completion of the replacement approx. $750. 

 

Center School:  Ken was absent  

Social Media:  Kelly Lamb has taken on the social media.  Missy is working with her with the face book 

and Instagram pages. 

 

Old Business none 

New Business 

Annual Review of Rules of Procedure:  the Procedure was emails to all the commissioners on 11/27/23 

to be reviewed by the commission.  Vin discussed if there are any changes, we need a month before a 

vote.   In the past the financial position was eliminated that we may possibly want to re-establish this.  

Next month is the election of Officers.  Vin has let us all know he will not be seeking the chair position 

again.  He would like to possibly stay on as an alternative and help the new Chair settle into the new 

position.   

 

Decator Letter: Doug sent a letter to Director of land Use and Planning regarding the proposed 

destruction of Mt Decatur.   Discussion of its significance:  5 revolutionary war veterans within the 

cemetery that resides there. 

 

Roadmap vote for Research/Preservation:  Motion to Authorize the research and Preservation group to 

pursue the development of a “Roadmap” in conjunction with the Land use committee of the town, to 

establish the “Spicer Historic District” and to place under administrative control of the Historic District 

Commission. 

Motion made by Ty Lamb; it was seconded by Bill Barnes. Result: 4-0, Motion to authorize was approved. 

 

Adjournment:  motion and unanimous agreement to adjourn. 
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 22-260 Agenda Date: 5/6/2024 Agenda #: 3.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Continue to monitor concerns at the Chrisy Hill Park on East Drive.

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:

Meeting Action Detail:
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Roxanne Maher

From: Naomi Rodriguez

Sent: Thursday, March 28, 2024 2:15 PM

To: William Jamieson Jr; Scott Johnson; Fred Allyn, III; John Rich; Blakely Elizabeth Jamieson;

Town Council Group; Roxanne Maher; Gary St. Vil

Subject: Re: East Drive Park

Hello Mr. Jamieson,

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. Your diligence to this matter is commendable and very
much appreciated.

Thank you Chief Rich and Mr. Johnson for your quick action. I will refer this matter to the Land Use
Committee.

Thank you again Sir.

Respectfully,

Naomi Rodriguez, Chairman
Ledyard Town Council

From: William Jamieson Jr <williamjamiesonjr@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2024 3:37 PM
To: Scott Johnson <Scott@ledyardrec.org>; Fred Allyn, III <mayor@ledyardct.org>; John Rich
<chief.rich@ledyardct.org>; Blakely Elizabeth Jamieson <blakelyelizabethjamieson@gmail.com>; Town Council Group
<TownCouncil@ledyardct.org>
Subject: East Drive Park

Good Afternoon All,

Last night around 9:30pm we had a pickup truck pull into the East Drive playground parking lot and park
for several minutes. Then the truck began to rev the engine excessively and proceed to do donuts in the
parking lot before exiting the park. A neighbor called us to ask if we had heard the disturbance as well
immediately following.
Sadly, the park had not been locked for the evening allowing this to happen and it occurred just 15
minutes after an LPD vehicle had driven by and checked on the park.
I went to look at the gate and realized that someone vandalized the eyelet that the lock secures the chain
to, making it impossible to lock the gate now. Additionally, only the water company lock is still there, the
parks and rec padlock is missing. I'm hoping we can have this resolved quickly before we begin to have
more recurring issues there. Perhaps a sign at the entrance stating the park is closed at dusk would help
as well or some cameras to catch this behavior with better angles than we can provide.
I have attached photos of the damage done to the parking lot last night and a video where you can hear
the truck and see the activity described above.

Respectfully,
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William Jamieson
860-383-9008
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 22-095 Agenda Date: 5/6/2024 Agenda #: 4.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Any other Old Business proper to come before the Committee.

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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TOWN OF LEDYARD 741 Colonel Ledyard
Highway

Ledyard, CT 06339-1511

File #: 22-096 Agenda Date: 5/6/2024 Agenda #: 1.

AGENDA REQUEST
GENERAL DISCUSSION ITEM

Subject:
Any other New Business proper to come before the Committee.

Background:
(type text here)

Department Comment/Recommendation:
(type text here)
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