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A NEW VILLAGE DISTRICT




Goals for tonight's discussion

Determine Community Support
* Do residents support creating a Village District for Gales Ferry?

What is a Village District
* Explain the idea
» Benefits of village protections vs. risks of unrestricted development

Define Possible Boundaries
» Where should the Village District begin and end?
* Which properties should be included?

|dentify Village Character
* What features make Gales Ferry distinctive?
» Buildings, streetscapes, materials, landscape, and historic patterns




Goals for tonight's discussion

Determine the Right Level of Regulation
* What level of design protection feels reasonable?
* What rules would feel overly restrictive?

Get Feedback on Important Issues

* Resident opinions

* Hear resident’s concerns

» Gather input before anything is finalized
* Other?

**This is an early discussion — not a decision meeting **




- a L
e Nk
- ‘ ‘.}& >
- ] f)'-. .
& Ly IR
,a‘ [ ,..‘~.,:.-
e

l‘!‘ ‘e

What is a V111age E:

W

4k
» -
. % 0

aa& .\‘. g
=t >
RN -

-

. 2 ; %s attractlve streetscapein -

| ot v A e SN '”}’*Led?ard Center - sidewalks,

é zonlnf_togléllowe WY g R, W '-taﬁdeé’ aping, stone walls,
onnecticut Genera ;8§8-2j

Simple explanation

o
~-

>
» Adds design guideli
character '

» Used in many Connecticu
(Ledyard had them 2012-
Focus: -
Compatibility of new.
substantial redevelc

village character

e A—



A7

Whjy communities use them

—

b’ ‘ " > . ‘ ]
DO S = s e VR L I oy e i D e L LR e e o o S
—— — G E - - e s 4 d - VS

»y

T R 2 -+ AN )
Gales Ferry is facing development =
pressures from state, local, and
private initiatives at a scale the
community has not previously
experienced.

- T: — ] e
'r_k“'ugg,:s_i.g_hgge, and building massing

t, ‘...‘. :

Hide ima



Q:

117 Gallup Hill Rd

Google Street View

25 See more UL:‘LE':VM

p—— _—

- - - 1 i ‘
el S RN
5 ‘ 5 SN AN Wi R
a. ~ € anass ’? ?

ey

. 2 3 o "'."_" -._‘-‘fe-'), -
- - Design elements’suchas

* Buildi

TR
=
tar
Il
1]
|
(T

da g Setba ks |1 l;\'] | A é[ qﬁ;‘ s |
: il g —'§§§E d = =l =
* Roof forms” .= Em— == B E— — g
; ~ clandscaping - - e e S Sy

~ would help higher density uses integrate comfortajb[y';)v.it,hin'the. s-urrounding i Ve st Do

- neighborhood. . AR £ SCCe

L T " 4
i y Al . ¥ -
b - I -
oL e o o “
oh e L - -
P &
X
< & -



What makes Gales

« What buildings define the village?s Yl

 What landscape features matter
most?

« What architectural details feel qim

distinctive?
Predominantlyone- to two-and-a- hahc story buﬂdmgs

 What should never be lost? - |
Historical houses that create and reinforce a traditional

pre-automobile*village character.

guestlonl:d q b Publicly accessible river views exist at specific,
owwould you describe historically established locations rather than continuously

Gales Ferry village? along the village edge.
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Sample Guideline:

Color

Exterior colors should be compatible
with the traditional architectural
character of the Village District and
should contribute to a cohesive and
historically appropriate streetscape.



- "
>N
4-" *AS

.
.

What a villa

\' "-, 3

X o
g E
N .
48 S
" <
W VY
.
. -~ |
:

 Interior renovations
« Normal maintenance
* Small improvements

Focus is primarily on
new construction and major
changes visible from the street

Question:
Do people generally feel
comfortable with that?




Deflnlng |dentFEye:f—h|stor|

'll ‘IT"| .1

o S
-\‘gn.qul 'nn ‘('0"\.,.,. .:

3.} s other fagade,e
ilding paémg.create
;(thm”r‘ounmn ﬁylll

§
y
\

5

" L]

f FZ Wi
Lile




\

Trahsi-t%:arw .

Should evolve over time to better

reinforce the historic village rather S el L — /
= than visually or functionga}}} - —— ~ — i

- ' .-‘

dominate it. ety

o P

. |' 1
== W"‘
-

—

-;-u Parkmg area ou m Iandscaplng to reduce visualgd

’o

;e-saqb«" L !-‘ V" U -

k- — "aR

Question: -
How would you des
= ngme;clai

V.s o‘.-l

"."

P e D TN L




& 737 Colon ILedya diwy | Q @ el TN

S ———

Encourage and upport growth and
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Proposed Village District Boundary for Gales Ferry

l_ I Proposed limit of GF .Aa Ald |

Village District

. I I (exact boundary pending
1 input by GF residents)

R-20 High density residential zone
R-40 Medium density residential zone Village District{

istri “Core” Areas
g:\:/ID%oﬁﬁjrzz;%grfxslgizmi?t District Cor : }Village District “Transition” Area

Nationally registered Historic properties




Possible disti

(see prior Map slide)

Questions for residents:
» What areas should be included?
« What areas should be excluded?

» Should the district be small and focused,
or broader?

Discussion question: IR
Where should these areas be located? N : m%‘@
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Gales Ferry Village District Goal

The proposed Gales Ferry Village District encompasses both the historic village core and
the adjoining commercial and mixed-use areas, establishing a clear framework for how the
entire area should evolve over time. The historic core serves as the primary reference for
scale, patterns, and visual character, while the surrounding transition areas—many of
which developed in the mid-to-late twentieth century with automobile-oriented layouts,
larger building footprints, and prominent front-yard parking—are intended to gradually
evolve in a way that reinforces, rather than dominates, the historic village. This approach
ensures that future development harmonizes with the village’s defining character, allowing
change to occur thoughtfully while preserving the qualities that make Gales Ferry distinct.




Modern technology
e

Resident opinions on: RE g

» Solar panels/ Satellite dishes

 Small wind turbines

* Energy upgrades
* Other?

Question:;
How should modern technology fit
into a historic village setting?
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g stronger neighborhood identity
*Prevents out-of-place development
Guide Future Growth Give Residents a Voice
*Encourages developmen't that fits the existing gesllgn guidelines .ref!ect ORI R DEDLILDS
community esidents help define:
*Helps avoid highway-style strip development * village character
~ *Maintains a coherent village center - Qipeei.Uoundaries

e reasonable design standards




What we want to hek

Community questions:

« Where should the district boundaries be?

* What village features should be protected?

* What rules would you consider reasonable
— and what would feel too restricted?”

« Would protections like these be valuable for other parts of ===
Gales Ferry? 677 2%

Would you like to Volunteer to Help Write/ Review Guideline



Questions for the residents

Question Examples
Imagine Gales Ferry 20 years from now. Large buildings out of scale with surrounding homes
What kinds of development would you not Parking lots dominating the street
want to see happen here? Highway-style commercial development
Generic suburban architecture
Other ?
What makes Gales Ferry feel like a village Buildings/ Streets
to you? Trees and landscape
Historic features/ Architectural details
Walkability
Other ?




