Gales
Ferry

Outreach

ANEW VILLAGE DISTRICT




Goals for tonight's discussion

Determine Community Support
* Do residents support creating a Village District for Gales Ferry?

What is a Village District
* Explain the idea
» Benefits of village protections vs. risks of unrestricted development

Define Possible Boundaries
 Where should the Village District begin and end?
* Which properties should be included?

|dentify Village Character
 What features make Gales Ferry distinctive?
» Buildings, streetscapes, materials, landscape, and historic patterns



Goals for tonight's discussion

Determine the Right Level of Regulation
 What level of design protection feels reasonable?
 What rules would feel overly restrictive?

Get Feedback on Important Issues

* Resident opinions

 Hear resident’s concerns

» Gather input before anything is finalized
« Other?

**This is an early discussion — not a decision meeting **
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What makes Gales J&€

« What buildings define the village?v3 =

« What landscape features matter”
most?

« What architectural details feel qbr

distinctive? '
Predominantly one- to two-and-a- half -story buildings.

« What should never be lost? 2
Historical houses that create and reinforce a traditional

pre-automobile village character.

Question:

Publicly accessible river views exist at specific,
historically established locations rather than continuously

would you describe along the village edge.
A ~ ] < >



Simple overview:
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Materials and colors

» Parking placement
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Sample Guideline:

Color

Exterior colors should be compatible
with the traditional architectural '
character of the Village District and
should contribute to a cohesive and
historically appropriate streetscape.
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What a village.dis
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e Interior renovations
« Normal maintenance
 Small improvements

Focus is primarily on

new construction and
major changes visible from the
street
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:
1)
u’/i

[




Defining identﬁy—of—his{or

".-‘KI

.de]‘;’ d

| G .

ment is expectedto
RERAC U

g spacir gcreate tﬁﬁf;é
ra -rlm) thm found.in the Vill




T m——

\

Transition areas

Should evolve over time to better
reinforce the historic village rather
“" than visually or functln Hy

dominate it. s ST
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Proposed limit of GF
Village District

I (exact boundary pending
1 S input by GF residents)
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Possible dis

(see prior Map slide)

Questions for residents:
« What areas should be included?
« What areas should be excluded?

* Should the district be small and focused,
or broader?

Discussion question:
Where should these -
areas be located? '

Development can cease to reflect
traditional village Character where de5|gn o
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Gales Ferry Village District Goal

The proposed Gales Ferry Village District encompasses both the historic village core and
the adjoining commercial and mixed-use areas, establishing a clear framework for how
the entire area should evolve over time. The historic core serves as the primary reference
for scale, patterns, and visual character, while the surrounding transition areas—many of
which developed in the mid-to-late twentieth century with automobile-oriented layouts,
larger building footprints, and prominent front-yard parking—are intended to gradually
evolve in a way that reinforces, rather than dominates, the historic village. This approach
ensures that future development harmonizes with the village's defining character,
allowing change to occur thoughtfully while preserving the qualities that make Gales
Ferry distinct.



Modern technology
- \Y

Resident opinions on:
» Solar panels/ Satellite dishes
« Small wind turbines
 Energy upgrades
« Other?

Question:

How
should modern technology fit into a
historic village setting?
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* Prevents out-of-place development
Guide Future Growth Give Residents a Voice
* Encourages developmen.t that fits the existing ges_lgn gtu':ellmdesf.reﬂ_ed BOITUTSERE OTaieS
community esidents help define:
* Helps avoid highway-style strip development * village character
i * Maintains a coherent village center » districtboundaries

» reasonable design standards



What we want to he

Community questions:

-

* Do you support exploring a Village District for Gales Ferry A.‘T‘T*‘;‘g;f

-~

 Where should the district boundaries be?

« What village features should be protected?

 What rules would you consider reasonable
— and what would feel too
restricted?”

 Would protections like these be valuable for other parts ot
Gales Ferry?



Questions for the residents

Question Examples
Imagine Gales Ferry 20 years from now. Large buildings out of scale with surrounding homes
What kinds of development would you not Parking lots dominating the street
want to see happen here? Highway-style commercial development
Generic suburban architecture
Other ?
What makes Gales Ferry feel like avillage Buildings/ Streets
to you? Trees and landscape
Historic features/ Architectural details
Walkability
Other ?



	Slide 1: Gales Ferry Outreach
	Slide 2: Goals for tonight's discussion
	Slide 3: Goals for tonight's discussion
	Slide 4: What is a Village District?
	Slide 5: Why communities use them
	Slide 6: Multi-Family/ Mixed-Use Can Work
	Slide 7: What makes Gales Ferry special?
	Slide 8: What the guidelines would cover
	Slide 9: What the guidelines would cover
	Slide 10: What a village district does not do
	Slide 11: Core vs. transition areas
	Slide 12: Guide Redevelopment
	Slide 13: Guide Redevelopment
	Slide 14: Gales Ferry Zoning
	Slide 15
	Slide 16: Possible district boundaries
	Slide 17: Gales Ferry Village District Goal
	Slide 18:   Modern technology
	Slide 19: Other Issues…
	Slide 20: Why consider a village district?
	Slide 21: What we want to hear from you
	Slide 22: Questions for the residents

