Sustainable CT

Local Actions. Statewide Impacl® &S

5.5 Inventory and Assess Historic Resources

Action Updates

This action was last updated in 2026. A version of this action from the prior program year is available for
comparison. Edits are highlighted in yellow.

Objective

Proactively plan for and implement projects to project your community’s historic resources for education and
reuse.

Complementary Action:
e Assess Climate Vulnerability
What to Do
Best practices for historic places can be found within the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment

of Historic Places. Technical assistance is available from Preservation Connecticut; see Sustainable CT's no-cost
assistance page for more details.

The more you do, the more points you earn.

1. ldentify multiple priority historic assets within your community and actions required to sustain their long-term
viability. All assets should be listed regardless of public or private ownership. Actions are only required for
assets that are municipally-owned: they should be specific to each asset listed. Please include a short
description of each location and note if the location is privately or municipally owned. (10 points)

Assets may include:

o Historic buildings,

o Parks,

o Natural resources,

o View-sheds,

o Public spaces,

o Stone walls,

o Other

Submit: The list of priority historic resources and the list of actions required to sustain their long-term viability.

The State Historic Preservation Office can help pay for such services. If your list was created more than three
years ago, also include a brief description of how it is still relevant and used by your municipality.

2. For at least one historic asset in your municipality, perform a conditions assessment, feasibility study, or long-
term maintenance plan that uses the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Places.
Include in the assessment the sustainability of each building present, possibility of energy retrofits,
vulnerability to natural hazards and climate change, etc. You may assess the viability for up to three different
assets. (10 points per asset, up to 3 assets or 30 points)


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Archived_Actions/Fall_2025_Action_Updates/REVISED_5.5_Inventory_and_Assess_Historic_Resources--2026.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/actions-certifications/actions/#open/action/34
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/other-no-cost-assistance#c3765
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/services/historic-preservation/about-the-state-historic-preservation-office

Submit: A completed worksheet and the conditions assessment, feasibility study, or long-term maintenance
plan that uses the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Places for each historic
resource listed in your inventory. The State Historic Preservation Office can help pay for such services. If your
assessment was completed more than three years ago, include a brief description of how it is still relevant and
used by your municipality.

3. Sponsor or host an educational workshop or program to educate owners of historic homes on how to manage
their historic building(s) sustainably (for example, through energy audits or energy efficiency upgrades).
Educational workshops must have taken place in the last three years; current, long-term educational
programs that provide ongoing information are also eligible for points. Preservation Connecticut and the State
Historic Preservation Office offer these workshops and may be able to assist your municipality. (5 points)

Submit: A brief overview of outreach (suggested 5 sentences maximum), including target populations (if any);
date of event (if applicable); and at least one example of educational materials disseminated in the last three
years, which could include flyers, articles, letters, newsletters, presentations, or digital communications. For
websites, submit both a hyperlink and a screenshot of the relevant webpage(s).

4. Achieve “Certified Local Government” status. See the Certified Local Government Program on the CT
Department of Economic and Community Development website for additional information on how to work
towards your certification. Certified Local Government status may unlock grant opportunities and other
support for preservation activities in your community. (5 points)

Submit: Proof of recognition from the National Park Service regarding attainment of Certified Local
Government status.

Engaging Partners

Sustainable CT encourages regional collaboration and other forms of partnership. For every action, please
complete the “Partners” box in your submission, indicating the name(s) of any municipalities and/or organizations
you partnered with (if any) and a brief description of your municipality’s role. If you collaborate with other
municipalities, each community will receive points. For additional information, please see the "Partners Cuidance
Document".

Potential Municipal and Community Collaborators

Staff from the planning and zoning, parks and recreation, public works, and economic development
departments could be helpful in implementing this action. Your historic preservation commission, planning and
zoning commission, energy commission, local historic society, local art league, CT Department of Economic and
Community Development, Office of Culture and Tourism, and Preservation Connecticut could help implement
this action.

Funding

If available, below are potential funding sources specific to this Action. For a complete listing of potential funding
opportunities to assist with implementing Sustainable CT Actions, please visit the Sustainable CT Grants Portal,
which is searchable by Action. Please also visit the Support for Your Town page for opportunities for technical
assistance and other supports.

e Urban Act Grant Program
e Sustainable CT Community Match Fund
e State Funding Readiness Project

Funding outlined below may be beneficial to creating the historic inventory and/or implementing action items
listed in your inventory.

e Historic Restoration Fund Grant

e Survey and Planning Grants for Historic Inventories
® Planning and Pre-Development Grants

e Partners in Preservation Grant

Funding available to communities with Certified Local Government status:


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Action_Files/2021_Action_Worksheets/5.5/5.5.2_worksheet.docx
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/services/historic-preservation/about-the-state-historic-preservation-office
https://preservationct.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/services/historic-preservation
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/other-no-cost-assistance#c3765
https://portal.ct.gov/DECD/Content/Historic-Preservation/01_Programs_Services/Municipal-Programs/Certified-Local-Government-Program
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Files_and_Resources/Partners_Guidance_Document--FINAL.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/
https://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=95&cHash=468e1a2e451b07375c778a700c727ad9
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=104&cHash=3542a93d67486dcb557dfc15cb94b20f
http://sustainablect.org/support-for-your-town/externalgrants/detail?tx_sjcert_grants%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bcontroller%5D=Grant&tx_sjcert_grants%5Bgrant%5D=390&cHash=a76a182f703dce5aaffd6ee74d710363
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/content/historic-preservation/02_review_funding_opportunities/grant-opportunities/historic-restoration-fund-grants
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/1._State_Historic_Preservation_Office.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/2._Planning_and_Predevelopment_Grants.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/3._Partners_in_Preservation.pdf

e Historic Preservation Enhancement Grants (HPEQ)
e Supplemental Certified Local Government Grants

Resources

Toolkits, Calculators, Guidance Documents

e CT Trust for Historic Preservation, “Inventory of Local Historic Districts and Local Historic Properties,
Connecticut”

Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, Connecticut Cultural Resources Information System
Preservation Connecticut, Circuit Riders

National Park Service, Technical Preservation Services, ‘Sustainability”

National Park Service, ‘"NPS-28: Cultural Resource Management Cuideline”

National Preservation Institute, “What are ‘Cultural Resources?”

GSA

Certified Local Governments: CT Department of Economic and Community Development

National Park Service - Certified Local Government Program

National Park Service, "The Treatment of Historic Properties"

Energize CT

Sample Preservation Restriction/Easement

National Trust for Historic Preservation, ‘Climate and Culture”

National Park Service, ‘National Park Service Cultural Resources Climate Change Strategy”

New London Fire Department Headquarters Building, Conditions Assessment Report

The First Church of Christ Congregational East Haddam, Connecticut Conditions Assessment Report

Organizations and Relevant Programs

CT Trust For Historic Preservation

CT Main Street

CT Department of Community and Economic Development, Office of Culture and Tourism

CT Department of Community and Economic Development, State Historic Preservation Office
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation

American Alliance of Museums

National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers

National Park Service

National Trust for Historic Preservation

National Endowment for the Humanities

Why This Matters

Every community has a variety of historic resources that include buildings, landscapes, monuments, art
installations, archaeological sites, stone walls, and public spaces. The reuse of buildings is ultimately recycling
them for a new use and utilizing the embodied energy it contains. This embodied energy, which is the
measurement of energy used in the process of building, from the extraction of raw materials like harvesting trees
- to the final installation of the finished material, is saved when a building is reused. Protecting historic resources
also retains the touchstones of communities; places that have existed for decades anchor a community and
enhance the quality of life for its residents and visitors. Proactive planning for preservation allows a municipality
to know what they have, why it's important to the people and environment, and welcome potential opportunities
for new uses.

Benefits

Historic resources perform a vital function in a community by:

e Contributing to local community character,
e |nstilling attachment to place,

e Attracting a talented workforce, and


https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/media/Content/For_resources/Planning/4._HPEG.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/content/historic-preservation/02_review_funding_opportunities/grant-opportunities/historic-preservation-enhancements-grant---hpeg
https://lhdct.org/info/inventory-overview
https://conncris.ct.gov/
https://preservationct.org/circuit-riders
https://www.nps.gov/tps/sustainability.htm
https://www.nps.gov/parkhistory/online_books/nps28/28intro.htm
https://www.npi.org/NEPA/what-are
https://www.gsa.gov/real-estate/historic-preservation/historic-preservation-policy-tools
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/content/historic-preservation/01_programs_services/municipal-programs/certified-local-government-program
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/historicpreservationfund/certified-local-government-program.htm
https://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
https://www.energizect.com/your-home
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/decd/historic-preservation/public_restriction_sample.pdf
https://savingplaces.org/climate-and-culture#.WejemFtSyM8
https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/01-06-2017-cultural-resources-climate-change-strategy.htm
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Other/NEW_LONDON_FIRE_DEP__HQ_-_CONDITION_ASSESSMENT_-_FINAL_9-27-17__002_.pdf
https://sustainablect.org/fileadmin/Random_PDF_Files/Other/FCC_Congo_East_Haddam_Condition_Assessment.pdf
http://www.cttrust.org/
http://ctmainstreet.org/
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/services/tourism/about-the-office-of-tourism
https://portal.ct.gov/decd/services/historic-preservation/about-the-state-historic-preservation-office
http://www.achp.gov/
http://www.aam-us.org/
http://ncshpo.org/
http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.preservationnation.org/
http://www.neh.gov/

e Encouraging tourism.

By protecting local historic resources from a host of threats, (for instance, climate change), you ensure that
present and future generations can enjoy these sites.

CT Success Stories

e Cheshire - Oct 2022 Certification

e Darien - Oct 2022 Certification

e Wilton - Oct 2022 Certification

e Granby - Sep 2023 Cetrtification

e Branford - Sep 2023 Certification

e Bristol - Sep 2023 Certification

e Haddam - May 2024 Certification

e Marlborough - May 2024 Certification
e Old Saybrook - May 2024 Certification
e Thomaston - May 2024 Certification

e Southbury - Oct 2024 Certification
e Suffield - Oct 2024 Certification

e Vernon - May 2025 Certification
e Mansfield - Oct 2025 Certification

e Southbury - Oct 2025 Certification



http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=127&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=0f63b468d9f8cf088196d7a4f5ed4248#cas2915
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=128&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=8a07b2b0039495b8565465059b6e422e#cas2938
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=145&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=20f437f60d46e827d1cf66e775ed2306#cas3355
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=151&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=090127e0aee8106b87906404ad3670ba#cas3483
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=157&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=f3d7af96ccff5ce4ffa5de0052705960#cas3629
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=161&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=2f5ffd3756cc6e07bba7d0b876aca961#cas3726
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=170&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=7df28ee101edaad4050c5ef5b9b5c045#cas3960
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=172&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=93aad03a72f7748863d96bae94538251#cas4018
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=173&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=e5cc4a011b9bfd2edbb2cbe65cd38597#cas4047
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=174&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=fdfc4d12739740c93e2ff8e3c1543895#cas4081
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=196&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=6e5710850e06d1535b44fca890ba9baf#cas4684
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=198&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=c6c76fdcc6cc804b12f3c0ac3e9966e1#cas4726
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=205&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=057dca7367503a14436d78c0a70f41b2#cas4929
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=219&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=6e3f3b024d38f9f962bbd5d494d75a48#cas5381
http://sustainablect.org/about/participating-communities/certification-report?tx_sjcert_certification%5Baction%5D=show&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcertification%5D=223&tx_sjcert_certification%5Bcontroller%5D=Certification&cHash=4013492788a4b4e9521f6c641b7fa02d#cas5500

