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Anna Wynn

From: Brian Sauvageau <Brian.Sauvageau@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, December 16, 2024 12:36 PM
To: Elizabeth Burdick
Cc: Anna Wynn
Subject: Draft Correspondence to State and Local Agencies
Attachments: Butler-et-al-2023-Accumulation-and-transport-of-nutrient-and-pollutant-elements-in-

riparian-soils-sediments-and-river-waters-across-the-Thames-River.pdf; P&Z draft 
language.docx; Approximate Surface area of water treatment and settlement basins in 
phases.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello Liz,  
AƩached is a draŌ leƩer with suggested language for PZC to consider. AƩached also is the Arsenic - Thames River study 
and my corrected surface area calculaƟons. For to public record I suggest links to LLHD press releases on EEE and WNV 
reports. 
 
Thank you. 
 



Draft Correspondence 

From:  

Town of Ledyard, Planning and Zoning Commission, 741 Colonel Ledyard Highway, Ledyard, 
CT, 06339 

To:  

Manisha Juthani, MD, Commissioner of Health, 410 capital Ave, Hartford, CT 06134 

Katie Dykes, Commissioner of Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, 79 Elm 
Street, Hartford, CT 06134 

Bryan P. Hurlbert, Commissioner of Agriculture, 450 Columbus Blvd., Hartford, CT 06134 

Groton Shellfish Commission, 45 Fort Hill Rd., Groton, CT 06340 

Waterford Shellfish Commission, 15 Rope Ferry Rd., Waterford, CT 06385 

Ledge Light Health District, Board of Directors, 216 broad Street, New London, CT 06320 

Uncas Health District, Board of Directors, 310 Norwich New London Tnpk., Norwich, CT 
06360 

 

Date: 

 

Subject:  

Referral - Proposed Site Development Plans, Gales Ferry Intermodal, LLC Including 
Issues of Blasting, Quarrying, Excavation, Hydrology, Arsenic and Heavy Metals, Radon, 
and Mosquito Borne Disease Exposures.  

Dear Commissioners,  

The Ledyard P&Z Commission is writing to bring to your attention public health and 
environmental concerns that are being raised due to the proposed quarrying activity in Gales 
Ferry of the Town of Ledyard. 

We seek recommendations, advise and consent to be provided by your cognizant programs, 
Scientists and analysts, and that you provide reports to this commission. 

This quarrying is being proposed within the confines of residential districts. Assessments would 
be instrumental for development of a needed muti-agency consensus on the health and 
environmental impacts that may result. 



These issues include release of airborne silica dusts, the risks to Radon (Rn) amplification in 
public water supply aquafers, drinking water wells, introductions and amplification of Rn in 
homes and occupied buildings. There is a risk of disturbance and liberation of suspended arsenic 
deposits immediately adjacent to the blasting site in the Thames River. 

 

Matters of Risk Assessment, Aquafer Protection, and Environmental Health and Safety: 

1. Blasting a 40-acre site to quarry Granit above the bed rock aquafer would take place for a 
proposed operating period of ten years. 

2. The aquafer is an approved public water supply. The size and extent are not well known. 
It is suspected that it is shared by residents in the town of Montville. 

3. Gales Ferry is described as having a high Rn potential. 
4. Disturbances from prolonged blasting may amplify Rn in the drinking water, homes and 

occupied buildings. 
5. Disturbances from ten years of blasting at the perimeter of the Thames River may hazard 

the aquafer to Thames River surface water infiltration via faulted and fissured contiguous 
bedrock at the river bottom. 

6. The Thames River is polluted with PFAS aka Forever Chemicals, Hydrocarbons, 
phosphates, heavy medals, and bacteria. 

7. Thames River bottom core sampling adjacent to the site identifies strata of suspended 
arsenic and heavy metals.  

8. The liberation of suspended arsenic may hazard fish and wildlife, crustaceans, shellfish 
aquaculture, and oyster beds. 

9. The designed 2.4 acres of surface water on the form of artificial water body containments 
for the purpose of water quality sedimentation basins will create stagnant water and 
mosquito breeding in contravention with Public Health Code. 

10. The multi-terraced steps to the quarry walls will create water containments in rock 
pockets providing mosquito breading habitat. 

11. 19-13-B1 (g) “Stagnant water likely to afford breeding places for mosquitoes with a 
residential district or within one thousand feet therefrom” – Is specifically declared to 
constitute a public nuisance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachments: 

 

References: 

1. Exhibit 127 B Sauvageau Public Comment 103124 
2. Exhibit 158 B. Sauvageau Public Comment 112124 
3. Gailes Ferry Inter-modal Side Development Plans 
4. Indoor Radon Potential Map of Connecticut – 1997 
5. Connecticut Geologic Survey Map 
6. DEEP Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse Remediation Division – “Guidance 

Document for Evaluating Potential Hydrologic Impacts Associated with Blasting & 
Development Activities December 2019” 

7. ST CT DPH Circular #2022-60 RE: Changes to Private Well Testing Laws – CGS Sec. 
19a-37. 

8. Press Releases LLHD – Mosquitoes Positive for EEE, WNV 
9. Exhibit 181 LLHD referral 112524 
10. Exhibit 190 LLHD Referral 120224 
11. Accumulation and transport of nutrient and pollutant elements in riparian soils, 

sediments, and river waters across the Thames River Watershed, Connecticut, USA = 
Science and the Total Environment, Mark J. Butler e.t al. July 17, 2023. 
 

List of Cognizant Sections and Programs of State Agencies: 

DEEP: 

State Geologist 

Aquafer Protection Program 

Bureau of Water and Land Reuse Remediation Division 

Wildlife and Fisheries 

State of Connecticut Mosquito Control Program 

 

Department of Public Health 

Environmental Health Section, Radon Program 

Epidemiology program 

Drinking water Program 



Private Well Program 

Connecticut Agricultural Experimentation Station: 

Mosquito surveillance Program 

Department of Agriculture: 

Bureau of Aquaculture. 





































Surface area of stagnating artificial water bodies: 

Gales Ferry Intermodal Industrial Site Preparation Plan: Grading and 
Drainage Plan. 

Sedimentation and treatment ponds in phases 1, 2, 3.1., 3.2, and 4. 
(In Square Feet) 

Phase 1: 

234 x 75 =17,550 @ 5 ft deep 

234x75 = 17,550  @ 5 ft. deep 

116 x 50 = 5,800  @ 5 ft. deep 
 
                     40,900 

Phase 2: 

241 x 80 = 19,280  @ 5 f.t deep 

                     19,280 

Phase 3.2:  

128 x 50 = 6400 @ 5 ft. deep 

                     6,400 

Phase 4: 

228 x 100 = 22,800 @ 6 ft. deep 

                       22,800 

Total :        89,280 (2.4 Acres) 


